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BOARD OF PROBATION AND PAROLE PRESENTS

GPS PILOT EVALUATION REPORT TO GOVERNOR AND GENERAL ASSEMBLY

A study of 493 sex offenders who were tracked by a Global Positioning System for 13 months revealed no statistically significant differences among sex offenders monitored using GPS and other sex offenders in the number of violations, new charges, or in the number of days before the first violations.
The report, issued today by the Tennessee Board of Probation and Parole in conjunction with the Criminal Justice Department of Middle Tennessee State University, determined that the 13-month study period was simply too short a time for the data to show statistical trends or yield any clear conclusions about the overall impact on recidivism.

However, the Board recommended, with additional staff and operational dollars, continuing the study, stating that GPS monitoring is “a unique supervision tool that has potential in aiding officers greatly.” 

In July 2004, Governor Bredesen and the General Assembly enacted the “Tennessee Serious and Violent Sex Offender Pilot Project Act” authorizing the Tennessee Board of Probation and Parole (BOPP) to monitor sex offenders using global positioning systems (GPS) technology on a pilot basis. The complete project evaluation by BOPP and MTSU’s Department of Criminal Justice Administration, can be found on the following website: 

http://www2.state.tn.us/bopp/home.htm.

BOPP selected 11 Tennessee counties for the study based on location and population density. The pilot counties include rural, suburban, and urban areas with a wide range of offender characteristics. These counties include: Bradley, Cannon, Davidson, Knox, McMinn, Montgomery, Polk, Rutherford, Shelby, Sullivan, and Sumner.
Tennessee is not alone in using advanced technologies to monitor offenders. Of the 49 states reporting, 35 other states indicated they use GPS technology to monitor offenders, with varied project sizes. 

The Board of Probation and Parole (BOPP) is an independent seven-member board, all appointed by the Governor.  The Board is charged with the responsibility of deciding which felony offenders will be granted parole and released from incarceration to community-based supervision.  Along with the supervision of those granted parole, the Board is also responsible for supervising felony offenders who are placed on probation by criminal courts.  Presently, BOPP has over 54,600 felony offenders on parole and probation supervision.
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