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SPECIAL WEEK HONORS SPECIAL OFFICERS JULY 15-21

WORK OF PROBATION, PAROLE AND COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS OFFICERS PRAISED

Nashville, Tennessee --- Governor Phil Bredesen has issued a proclamation making July 15-21 Probation, Parole and Community Corrections Week in Tennessee.  The observance coincides with the national effort to officially recognize the work that probation, parole and community corrections professionals do to enhance and protect public safety. 

BOPP Acting Chairperson Patsy Bruce said, “Public safety is job one for probation, parole and community corrections officers.  They are dedicated to serving crime victims and holding offenders accountable for their crimes.  They also monitor offender progress and emphasize the importance of counseling, training, education and employment as aids toward more productive, law-abiding lives in the future.”  

Tennessee’s state probation and parole officers supervised 55,480 offenders between July of 2006 and May of 2007, including 10,017 parolees and 45,463 probationers.  Community corrections officers supervised an additional 6,675 offenders placed on alternative sentences by the courts.  

BOPP Executive Director Bo Irvin said, “These officers play a vital role in the justice system. Their jobs are not easy, and their work has become increasingly challenging over the years.  But they are professionals and they understand the vital role they play in keeping communities safe.”

Probation and parole officers, as well as community corrections officers, work with offenders to make sure they complete the requirements ordered as conditions for their release.  They also encourage offenders to take education, job training and life skills courses they need to live more successful lives.  These officers are problem solvers, crime prevention specialists, motivators, educators, facilitators and sometimes, the only support system an offender has.  

For more information on Probation, Parole and Community Corrections Officers Week, contact Jack Elder at 615.741.9265.

The Board of Probation and Parole (http://www2.state.tn.us/bopp/home.htm) is an independent seven-member board whose members are appointed by the Governor.  The Board is charged with the responsibility of deciding which eligible felony offenders will be granted parole and released from incarceration to community-based supervision.  Along with the supervision of those granted parole, the Board is also responsible for supervising felony offenders who are placed on probation by criminal courts.  
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