
 

 

Statement of Attorney General Bob Cooper 

 

While the Court acknowledged that Fisk University is facing financial difficulties, the Court 

found no precedent that would allow an institution to sell a charitable gift to generate 

money for the institution. We are grateful the Court agreed that this unique collection of art 

belongs in Nashville and that the proposed sale would undermine future charitable giving 

in this state.  We hope all those in our community who care about the future of this 

collection and Fisk University will join us in seizing this opportunity provided by the Court 

to look for constructive and creative alternatives. 

 
 


