
 

Analyze Existing 
Water 

Withdrawal Data 

New, Expanded, or 
Unpermitted Water 

Withdrawal 

Minimum Flow 
Requirements 

Below Existing 
Dams 

Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency 
Environmental Services 

If no collaborative process and 
applicant chooses not to follow 
this decision tree, go with default. 

Tier or High Quality 
Classification 

Consider Exceptional Tennessee Waters and Outstanding National 
Resource Waters, Recommend Applicant Perform Appropriate Instream 

Flow Study 

Designated Uses of the River 
TWRA’s Default 
Position (See IF 
Policy Statement) 

Un-Regulated 
Stream 

Regulated 
Stream 

- Analyze IF Data                               -  Assess Endangered Species 
- Assess Fish and Aquatic Life           -  Assess Special Status Species 
- Assess Water Quality 

Utilize Appropriate IF Methods such as the following: 
- Instream Flow not be less than the September Median Flow (SMF) 
- Or a conservative multiple of the SMF 
- Protect stream at low flow 
- Follow natural hydrology 
- Avoid flat-lining hydrology or flow at low flow 

Submit Official Comment Letter to TDEC-WPC 


