
 
A Resolution to endorse the Blue Ribbon Panel on Sustaining America’s Diverse Fish 

and Wildlife Resources’ recommendation of a new funding mechanism to ensure the 
sustainability of all fish and wildlife for current and future generations and to urge Tennessee’s 
Congressional Delegation to support federal legislation implementing this recommendation.    
 

WHEREAS, the Tennessee Fish and Wildlife Commission is statutorily charged 
with establishing objectives which will enable the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency to 
develop, manage and maintain sound programs of hunting, fishing, resource management 
and other wildlife related outdoor recreational activities; and 
 

WHEREAS, Tennessee is home to more than 2,000 species of aquatic and terrestrial 
wildlife: and 
 

WHEREAS, of the more  t han  2 ,000  species of wildlife and fish, 931 are 
considered species of greatest conservation concern; and 
 

WHEREAS, Congress passed the Pittman-Robertson and Dingell-Johnson 
Acts that established funds to support conservation and science-based management of 
harvestable game and  sport fish species financed by hunters, recreational shooters, 
fishermen and boaters; and 
 

WHEREAS, a dedicated and sustainable federal funding mechanism is 
lacking for many of species of mammals, birds, fish, amphibians, reptiles, mussels, 
and crayfish that are not hunted or fished; and 
 

WHEREAS, across the nation, the number of species petitioned for federal 
endangered species listing has increased by more than 1,000% over the last five 
years; and 
 

WHEREAS, in Tennessee there are currently 63 species listed under federal 
endangered species protection, 10 more listed as federally threatened; and  
 

WHEREAS, Tennessee has a statutory responsibility to sustain and 
conserve all species of mammals, birds, amphibians, reptiles, fish, crayfish, 
and mussels native to Tennessee; and 
 

WHEREAS, t h e  Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency created a 2015 
Wildlife Action Plan  focused on the conservation of all species including those 
species not listed as game or sport fish; and 

  
 
Tennessee Fish and Wildlife Commission 

RESOLUTION 

 



 
 

WHEREAS, the recent Blue Ribbon Panel on Sustaining America 's Diverse 
Fish and Wildlife Resources, made up of 26 business and conservation leaders, was 
tasked with recommending a new funding mechanism to support state fish and 
wildlife conservation to ensure the sustainability of all fish and wildlife for current 
and future generations; and 
 

WHEREAS, Congressman Don Young (R-AK) and Congresswoman Debbie 
Dingell (D-MI) introduced the bipartisan “Recovering America's Wildlife Act (HR 5650)” 
in July 2016 calling for an annual dedication of $1.3 billion in existing revenue from the 
development of energy and mineral resources on federal lands and waters to state fish and 
wildlife agencies to conserve species of conservation need as recommended by the Blue 
Ribbon Panel; now, therefore, 
 

BE IT REOLVED, the Tennessee Fish and Wildlife Commission endorses the 
recommendations of the Blue Ribbon Panel and the 'Recovering America's Wildlife Act'; 
and 

BE IT F U R T H E R  RESOLVED, the Tennessee Fish and Wildlife 
Commission urges the Tennessee Congressional Delegation to  support federal legislation 
“Recovering America's Wildlife Act (HR.5650)” and/or future legislation that would 
implement this recommendation; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that appropriate copies of the resolution be prepared 
and transmitted to the entire Tennessee Congressional Delegation, along with the Governor, 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the Lieutenant Governor of  Tennessee  
 

This the 27th day of October, 2016. 
 
FOR THE TENNESSEE FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMISSION 
 
 
__________________________________  __________________________________ 
William H. Cannon, Jr., Chairman   Ed Carter, Director 
 


































	Recoving Americas Wildlife Act Resolution
	Recovering America's Wildlife Act



