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A Word From the Chief

T his year, distribution system operators
will begin receiving a complete stand-
ard inspection every year. Each will in-
clude a Protocol 9 inspection for some
V| covered field tasks. We recognize that
Y conducting standard inspections every

Operator Qualification continues to be a reoccurring com-
pliance issue with operators. The following is provided for clarifi-
cation. Operators do not have to use contractors/consultants
for operator qualification training. Both written and field opera-
tor qualification can be conducted by the operator themselves
for their personnel, or the operator may choose to conduct one
required portion and have a consultant/contractor conduct the

Annette Ponds OPErators’ resources and time. We also | other. Regardless of who conducts the operator qualification

recognize that many gas systems experi- | training, the training must adequately address the specific cov-

ence continual changes in operator personnel and struggle to | ered task. Both written and field operator qualification training
transition new or less experienced employees into system [ st he completed and documented before a person is consid-
management positions. We anticipate that these more thor- | ared operator qualified for the covered task.
ough standard inspections will, among other things, provide Joining Qualification is required as of March 11, 2015, as
better assistance to operators during transitional events while | 4 tlined:
ensuring that gas systems continue to operate safely.

To promote safe operation and maintenance of master
meter systems, we are expecting written clarification and doc-
umentation of contractor responsibilities for master meter
systems. For master meter operators who use services of their
natural gas provider for conducting covered tasks, written
agreements with your providers will be required just as those
required for all natural gas operator contractors for these ser-
vices. Master meter operators, not their gas providers, are
responsible for all safety requirements for their system be-
yond the master meter. Written agreements between the
parties stating the contractor/gas provider responsibilities will
be reviewed. Operator qualification, leak response, leak re- | jn the business district each calendar year not to exceed 15
pair, fusion, welding, cathodic protection, etc., documentation | months and outside of business districts once every 5 years not
will be required to be in the master meter operator’s files just | {5 exceed 63 months. Operators should understand that if an
as required for all gas system operators. Please initiate these | jncident or accident occurs at a customer location, documenta-
procedures immediately so that they are in place for your an- | tion will have to be provided to demonstrate that the service
nual inspection. line for that location was leak surveyed as required and by

Regarding requests by some operators to have consult- | \yhom; this applies to adjacent locations as well. The operator

ants/contractors present during inspections, the TRA has his- | st have detailed records to confirm that all services are leak
torically discouraged this practice. Consistent with integrity surveyed as required.

management requirements, operators are responsible for hav- Operators must determine the rationale for defining critical
ing knowledge of their system. Therefore, the operator is re- | yajyes in their system and ensure that all critical valves are be-
sponsible for having plans and procedures in place, imple- | jhsturned at least once per calendar year not to exceed 15
menting the plans, maintaining records of compliance and | months. Each designated critical valve must be positioned within
having employees operator qualified to perform covered | the system such that all customers whose service is turned off
tasks. The operator should be able to go through plans and | qyring an emergency can be restored with the operator’s re-
procedures and confirm compliance during inspections. | soyrces in a reasonable imeframe (24 hours).

Should specific technical issues regarding operation and | continued on Page 3

maintenance of their system arise during an inspection, the

§192.285 (a) (1) Appropriate training or experience in the use of
the procedure; and (2) Making a specimen joint from pipe sec-
tions joined according to the procedure that passes the inspec-
tion and test set forth in paragraph (b) of this section.
§192.285 (c) A person must be re-qualified under an applicable
procedure, once each calendar year at intervals not exceeding 15
months, or after any production joint is found unacceptable by
testing under §192.513. Qualification for joining is not a cov-
ered task that can be completed in an alternative timeframe
outlined in your operator qualification plan, such as once every
three years.

Leak surveys for distribution systems are to be conducted

operator may contact their consultant/contractor to obtain
guidance or information. Specific technical presentations by
consultants/contractors to the TRA can be scheduled inde-
pendent of an inspection.
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Travis is a native of Oak Ridge,
Tennessee and graduated from
Tennessee Technological Universi-
ty with a degree in chemical engi-
neering. He worked for six years as
an Environmental Protection Spe-
cialist at TDEC serving as instructor
and technical assistance for the
Drinking Water Program and Wa-
Travis Aslinger tershed Management Program.

Prior to TDEC, he was Technical
Advisor and Plant Superintendent for Harpeth Valley Utilities
District assisting in water quality and treatment issues. Travis
and his girlfriend, Deborah, currently reside in Ashland City,
Tennessee. He enjoys fishing, hiking, taking care of his dog,
and mushroom farming.

Shinisha Freeman

na Department of Health
hazardous waste facilities

Shinisha, a native of Nashville,
attended Hunters Lane High
School. She graduated from the
University of Alabama with a bach-
elor's degree in chemical engi-
neering and a master’s in environ-
mental engineering. Previously,
Shinisha interned with the State of
Tennessee in the Department of
Environment and Conservation
and worked with the South Caroli-
& Environmental Control inspecting
and reviewing permit applications.

She and her husband, Carlos, have a one year old son and a
cat. She enjoys crocheting, spending time at the library, and
preparing her own baby food.

Phill worked for the State of Ten-
nessee for over 17 years before
joining the Gas Pipeline Safety
Division over a year ago. He re-
sides in Nashville, Tennessee and
has two Brittany Spaniels, Lucy
Lou and Sophie May, who destroy
all stuffed animals. An avid ebayer
and thrift store aficionado, his
Phill Hendricks house is filled to the brim and will

probably require at least twenty
years to clear out. Phill is originally from Keokuk, lowa and
graduated from the University of lowa with a degree in elec-
trical engineering. He enjoys the warm Tennessee climate
and beautiful scenery while traveling across the Volunteer
State.

4
Pete Hut

Pete is our veteran inspector with
over nine years of GPSD service. His
career began in the oil fields of Loui-
siana & Texas designing oil and gas
wells including drilling, exploration,
evaluation, & production. He later
started a business providing leak
detection and installation and inter-
pretation of cathodic protection
systems. A native of Morristown,

Tennessee, Pete earned a degree in
mechanical engineering from the University of Tennessee and
in 1991 achieved his Professional Engineer designation in the
Civil & Environmental discipline. He resides in Murfreesboro,
Tennessee with his wife, Joanne; daughter, Rebecca; dog,

Winston; and cat, Freddie.

Parsa’s one-year GPSD anniver-
sary is approaching this April. He
is a native of Iran where he gradu-
ated from Azad University with a
bachelor’s degree in chemistry.
Parsa moved to Memphis, Ten-
nessee over eight years ago
where he attended the University
of Memphis earning his Ph.D. in
environmental engineering. He
and his wife, Nikki, reside in Nash-
ville, Tennessee with their three cats, a dog, and a turtle. He
loves to take photos and is often seen snapping pictures in a
quest to “preserve memories” of everything from group
lunches to co-workers in their daily routines. He also enjoys
challenging other inspectors to mathematical contests.

Parsa Pezeshk

A

Tim Thompson

Tim grew up in Bryant, Arkansas
where he earned a degree in chemi-
cal engineering from the University of

rkansas. He has previously worked

in fields including consumer product
testing, drinking water treatment &
distribution, hazardous waste reme-
diation and underground petroleum
storage, as well as teaching test prep
classes for college admissions exams.

He also helps edit and format chil-
dren's books written by his wife, Lauren Orbison. They reside
in La Vergne with too many cats. Tim is a Gemini and enjoys
long, romantic walks along gas mains where anticipated physi-

cal movement or external
age.

loading could cause failure or leak-
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A Word From the Chief...Continued from Page | F7100-1.1 — Due March 15....If you

) . ) are filling out the federal F7100.1-1
The operator must create a list of critical valves and main- || annual report and are not utilizing the

tain the list for use in meeting this requirement. If the opera- PHMSA web site, please note that the
tor determines a critical valve is inoperable, an alternative 2016 form has changed. The Gas
valve must be designated as a replacement critical valve until Pipeline Safety office can supply you a
such time as the original valve is repaired or the newly desig- copy if you need one. As always,

PHMSA offers assistance for those
needing help. Contact: Jamerson
Pender at 202.366.8075 or
InformationResourcesManager@dot.gov. PHMSA forms are located at:
www.phmsa.dot.gov/pipeline/library and click on forms.

nated critical valve is considered permanent. This documenta-
tion must also be included in the operator’s records.

Excess Flow Valves (EFVs) are required to be installed
consistent with the requirements of §192.381 and §192.383.
In addition, installation of an EFV is an operation and mainte-
nance task and affects the operation or integrity of the pipe-

line. Therefore, the requirements for operator qualification in || §peaking of forms...TRA Gas Pipeline Safety inspection
§192.801 — §192.809 apply. Installation of an EFV must be || forms are located on the Tennessee Regulatory Authority web
addressed in each operator’s operator qualification program, || page: www.tn.gov/tra/section/gas-pipeline-safety-division. In

mation that this is included in your qualification program must (| pjpeline Safety Resources. Click on GPSD Inspection and Investi-
be documented and available for review. gation to locate the inspection forms.

And, finally....2015’s Most-Cited Violations
Operator Qualification 7
Odorant: Monitoring & Addition
Critical Valves: Defining & Monitoring
Atmospheric Corrosion
Following Procedures
Documentation & Record Maintenance
Plans: Referencing Code/NOT Actually Writing Procedures

We thought you knew....
We moved in 2013.

Please update your records and
mailing lists. The United States
Postal Service is no longer for-
warding mail from our old ad-

dress. Alert all who need to know.

If you would like a PDF color version of this newsletter,
Thank you!!

please send an email request to vicky.nelson@tn.gov.
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