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In 2011 and 2012, 56,325 undergraduate students graduated 
from Tennessee’s public universities and community colleges.
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Out-of-state students 
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Migration After Graduation

45,382 or 80.6%
of graduates stayed in 

Tennessee

10,841 or 19.2%
of graduates left the state0.2% were 

unknown
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Bachelor’s Degrees
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In-State Students

47.1%
stayed in Tennessee

52.9%
left the state

Out-of-State Students

Labor Market Outcomes for Associate and 
Bachelor’s Graduates Employed in Tennessee

62.3% 79.1% Employed Full-Time

37.7% 20.9% Employed Part-Time

Year 1 Year 2Graduate Employment

Year 3
$29,720

Year 1
$18,176

Median Annual 
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Graduates 

Among 
the 45,382 
graduates 

that stayed in 
Tennessee:

56.5%
were employed

8.7%
were furthering their 

studies

34.8%
were employed & 

furthering their studies

In-State Students
Among the 42,936 in-state 

students that stayed in 
Tennessee:

56.1%
were employed

8.4%
were furthering their studies

35.5%
were employed & furthering their studies

61.9%
were employed

13.5%
were furthering their studies

24.6%
were employed & furthering their studies

Out-of-State Students
Among the 2,437 out-of-

state students that stayed 
in Tennessee:

Students that graduate from Tennessee’s public universities and community 
colleges, especially in-state students, stay in the state at high rates after 

graduation to work and further their studies.


