


“Our courts are the 
great     levelers.”



THE GREAT LEVELERS



What does it take for "our courts” to 
be the "great levelers” we need?



How to be a
“great leveler” court?



Cornel West, “Prisoners of Hope” 
:



David Kairys, “With Liberty 
and Justice For Some”



What is our goal in 
juvenile court?

•



Judge Andrew Becroft
Principal Youth Court Judge of New 

Zealand



TCA 37-1-101
“Juvenile Court and Proceedings”



TCA 37-1-101
“Juvenile Court and Proceedings”



ATTENTION: Juvenile Justice 
Professionals

•



PROCEDURAL FAIRNESS



Four basic expectations of the 
legal system by the public



Four clear conclusions regarding 
procedural fairness–

Burke and Leben



How can judges and other key 
participants make everything 
clearer to participants?



A GAME PLAN TO ATTACK DMC



Questions of a young person of 
color in our legal system



How does our court system stack 
up in dealing with DMC issues?





Rev. James A. Forbes, 
Riverside Church



The New Jim Crow: Mass 
Incarceration In the Age of 

Color Blindness

•



“The New Jim Crow,” 
by Michelle Alexander



“Marvel and wonder?” Juvenile 
Justice paraphrase of 
“The New Jim Crow”





The “Special Education” Challenge



“The huge funnel of juvenile justice”

Claudia Wright, child lawyer



Funnel Cloud

Disabilities
Mental health

Poverty
Minorities

Child welfare system



Judge Judith Kaye, New York
Take juvenile justice 
“very personally”



WHAT A JUDGE MUST DO
TO ATTACK DMC



WHAT A JUDGE MUST DO
TO ATTACK DMC



WHAT A JUDGE MUST DO 
TO ATTACK DMC



“A New Wave of 
Vision, Courage, and Hope”



Final Question




