
MINUTES 
TENNESSEE BOARD OF DENTISTRY 

MARCH 20-21, 2014 
Page 1 of 5 

MINUTES 
TENNESSEE BOARD OF DENTISTRY 

 
Date: MARCH 20-21, 2014  
 
Location: Tennessee Department of Health 

665 Mainstream Drive 
Nashville TN  37243 

 
Members Present: Charles E. Holt, Jr., DDS, President 

Nadim Jubran, DDS, Vice-President 
Mary Warner, RDH, Secretary/Treasurer 
Katherine N. Hall, DDS  
Lawrence Hsia, DMD  
Dan Thomas Meadows, DDS  
Randall Prince, DDS 
Airica Brooke Puckett, RDH 
Bettye Lynn Richert, Consumer Member 
James Smith, DDS 
Mary Ellen Vaughn, RDA 
 

Staff Present: Dea Smith, Executive Director 
Sue Kerley, Board Administrator 
Jennifer Putnam, Assistant General Counsel 

 
Dr. Charles E. Holt, Jr., President, called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  Dr. Holt declared that 
a quorum was present in order to conduct Board business.   
 
MINUTES:  Dr. Nadim Jubran made a motion to approve the January 30-31, 2014 Minutes.  
Second was given by Dr. Dan Meadows.  Motion carried. 
 

APPLICATION / APPLICANT INTERVIEWS / REQUESTS: 

STEPHANIE AUSTIN  Ms. Austin requested approval of her application for registration as a 
dental assistant.  Ms. Austin is on criminal probation until November 2014.   Ms. Mary Warner 
made a motion to approve the application and place the license on probation to run concurrent 
with the criminal probation.  Second was given by Ms. Mary Ellen Vaughn.  Motion carried.   
 
ERICA HENRY  Ms. Henry requested approval of her dental assistant registration.  Ms. Henry is 
on criminal probation until October, 2014.  Dr. Randall Prince made a motion to approve the 
application and place the registration on probation to run concurrent with the criminal probation.  
Second was given by Dr. James Smith.  Motion carried. 
 
JAIMELYN KULESZA  Ms. Kulesza requested approval of her application for registration as a 
dental assistant.  Ms. Kulesza is on criminal probation until April 2014.    Ms. Warner made a 
motion to approve.  Second was given by Ms. Vaughn.  Motion carried. 
 
SARAH HUMMEL  Dr. Hummel requested approval of her application for licensure as a dentist 
by criteria (2+ years practice and the CITA exam).  Dr. Prince made a motion to approve the 
application.  Second was given by Ms. Warner.  Motion carried. 
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JANE MILES  Ms. Miles requested approval of her application for licensure as a dental hygienist.  
Ms. Warner made a motion to approve.  Second was given by Dr. Prince.  Motion carried. 
 
CORTERRIUS PITTMAN  Mr. Pittman requested approval of his application for licensure as a 
dental hygienist.  Mr. Pittman is on criminal probation until October, 2014.  Dr. Jubran made a 
motion to approve the application and place the license on probation to run concurrent with the 
criminal probation.  Second was given by Dr. Prince.  Motion carried. 
 
SARAH FELTA  Ms. Felta requested approval of her application for registration as a dental 
assistant.  Ms. Felta acknowledged that she had exposed radiographs prior to her certification to 
do so.  Ms. Warner made a motion to approve upon the payment of a $200 civil penalty.  Second 
was given by Dr. Dan Meadows.  Motion carried. 
 
ITANZIA GATES  Ms. Gates requested approval of her application for registration as a dental 
assistant.  Ms. Gates acknowledged multiple criminal convictions from 2000 to 2009.  Dr. Prince 
made a motion to approve with an evaluation by the Wellness Committee.  Second was given by 
Dr. Jubran.  Motion carried. 
 
RATHNASABAPATHY MOHAN   Dr. Mohan submitted an application for a limited license as a 
dentist.   His license was previously revoked by the Board on September 28, 2012.  Ms. Warner 
made a motion to deny the application.  Second was given by Dr. Jubran.  Dr. Jubran called for 
the question.  Motion carried by roll call vote.  Dr. Mohan did not meet the requirements to apply 
for this type of licensure.  Retired State Representative Ben West, Jr., expressed his concern to 
the Board about the lack of quality dental care in the area in which Dr. Mohan practiced while 
acknowledging the Board has discretionary powers to correct any injustice and to protect the 
citizens of Tennessee. 
 
APPLICATION RATIFICATION:  Dr. Jubran made a motion to approve the attached list of new 
licenses, certifications, reinstatements, reactivations and retirement applications for dentists from 
January 28, 2014, to March 17, 2014.  Second was given by Dr. Prince.  Motion carried.    
 

Dr. Jubran made a motion to approve the attached list of new licenses, certifications, 
reinstatements, reactivations and retirement applications for dental hygienists from January 28, 
2014, to March 17, 2014.  Second was given by Dr. Hsia.  Motion carried.    
 

Dr. Jubran made a motion to approve the attached list of new licenses, certifications, 
reinstatements, reactivations and retirement applications for dental assistants from January 28, 
2014, to March 17, 2014.  Second was given by Ms. Vaughn.  Motion carried.    
 
WAIVERS   

 Krystal Lynn Gardner  -  Ms. Warner made a motion to approve her request for a waiver of 
two hours of continuing education in the subject of chemical dependency for the 
2011/2012 cycle and CPR certification from October to December, 2012.  Second was 
given by Dr. Smith.  Motion carried. 

 Carolyn Ann Marshall  -  Dr. Jubran made a motion to approve her request for a waiver of 
nineteen hours of continuing education, including two hours in the subject of chemical 
dependency for the 2011/2012 cycle.  Second was given by Dr. Meadows.  Motion carried. 

CONTINUING EDUCATION COURSES and/or CPR  Dr. Meadows made a motion to approve 
the following continuing education and/or CPR courses: 
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Jeffrey Bell, DDS 

 “Cracking the Cracked tooth Code:  Detection & Treatment of Various Longitudinal Tooth 
Fractures” 

 “Rotary Instrumentation:  An Endodontic Perspective” 

 “Contemporary Endodontic Microsurgery:  Procedural Advancements & Treatment 
Planning Considerations” 

 “Endodontic considerations in the Management of Traumatic Injuries” 

 “Endodontic Diagnosis” 
Scenic City Orthodontics 

 “Patient Photography Made Easy” 

Second was given by Dr. Jubran.  Motion carried. 
 
CERTIFICATION COURSES 
Dr. Jubran made a motion to approve the following certification courses: 

 Coronal Polishing 
o E.W. Professional Career Training Center 

 Monitoring Nitrous Oxide 
o E.W. Professional Career Training Center 

 Sealants 
o E.W. Professional Career Training Center 

 Dental Assistants Programs 
o Dental Staff School at Chattanooga - new program 
o Tennessee Professional Training Institute - changes to program 

Second was given by Dr. Prince.  Motion carried. 
 
EQUIVALENCY OF COURSES 

 Administration and Monitoring of Nitrous Oxide Course(s)  Dr. Jubran made a motion 
to approve the following administration and monitoring of nitrous oxide course(s) as 
equivalent: 

o Bruce, Tara – University of Oklahoma 
o Judd, Jayme – University of Detroit Mercy School of Dentistry 
o Mullins, Katelyn – Bluegrass Community & Technical College 
o Vaught, Terri A – Wytheville Community College 

Second was given by Ms. Puckett.  Motion carried. 

o Walker, Kimberly – University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences   Dr. Jubran made a 
motion to ratify the Consultant’s denial of equivalency.  Second was given by Ms. 
Warner.  Motion carried. 

 Local Anesthesia – Ms. Warner made a motion to approve the local anesthesia course as 
equivalent for Vaught, Terri – Wytheville Community College.  Second was given by Dr. 
Prince.  Motion carried. 

 Coronal Polishing / Radiology / Sealants  Dr. Prince made a motion to approve as 
equivalent for Winn, Melissa S. – Trident Technical College.  Second was given by Ms. 
Warner.  Motion Carried. 



MINUTES 
TENNESSEE BOARD OF DENTISTRY 

MARCH 20-21, 2014 
Page 4 of 5 

 Dental Radiology Course(s)  Dr. Jubran made a motion to approve the radiology course 
as equivalent for Boyer, Elizabeth Michelle – Lane Community College dental hygiene 
program.  Second was given by Dr. Hsia.  Motion carried. 

Ms. Warner made a motion to approve the radiology course as equivalent for Wilson, Katie 
D – Kentucky Dental Association.  Second was given by Dr. Prince. Motion carried. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 

 Associations  The Board was provided with the AADB Bulletin and the ADA CERP 2013 
Annual Report for their information. 

 Testing Agencies   The Board was provided with the CODA Winter 2014 Accreditation 
Actions for their information. 

 Licensees and others    
o Camp Morrison Investigations – investigative and dental office inspection services – 

no action by the Board 
o Chattanooga State Community College – clarification of T.C.A. §63-5-109(6) – It 

was the consensus of the Board that while the statute does not specify who the 
instructors must be, their primary concern is that the safety and welfare of the public 
is insured by properly credentialed instructors. 

o Nancy Berlik – advisory letter –laser whitening and low level laser therapy – It was 
the consensus of the Board that under direct supervision, dental hygienist are 
allowed, with proper training, to use lasers for procedures which do not involve 
cutting of the hard or soft tissue.  Extreme care must be taken to ensure the level of 
energy used will not violate those prohibited procedures. 

o PEW Report - how private practices use dental therapists to expand access to care 
– no action by the Board 

o Tennessee Primary Care Association (TPCA) – requested for clarification of scope 
of practice for dental hygienist on behalf of Community Health Centers.  A letter 
referencing the statutes and rules that pertained to each question was sent by Ms. 
Putnam. 

 
REPORTS  The Board received the following reports for review: 

 University of Tennessee-Memphis, School of Dentistry  Dr. Morris Robbins, updated the 
Board on activities of the School of Dentistry.   

 Office of Investigation  Denise Moran, Office of Investigations, provided the Board with a 
report detailing the number of complaints currently open in Investigations as well as a 
summary of currently monitored practitioners. 

 Office of General Counsel   Ms. Putnam presented the Board with a report from the Office of 
General Counsel.  Two House Bills  (HB1819 and HB1875) have been referred to the Senate 
Health and Welfare Committee for review. 

 Executive Director  Dea Smith gave an administrative report of the activities that have 
transpired in the administrative office since the last meeting.  As of February 28, 2014, the 
Board has a total of 16,860 active licensees.  Ms. Smith also provided the Board with a report 
on the continuing education audit. 

 Wellness Committee  Dr. Wayne McElhiney updated the Board on the activities of the 
Wellness Committee. 
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 Financial Report  No updated report was available.  At their January meeting, the Board had 
requested a report be made available showing the breakdown on income received from 
licensure fees, renewal fees, civil penalties, etc. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS 

 Dr. James Hight, TDA Liaison, reiterated the Association’s concern about the new TennCare 
contract with Dentequest and restriction of the public’s access to dental care. 

 A draft copy of the Chronic Pain Guidelines was provided to the Board for information. 

 The Board plans to schedule meetings on the 2nd Thursday and Friday of January, April, July 
and October in 2015. 

 
CONSENT ORDER(S) 

 HENRY LEE, DDS  Dr. Lee entered into a Consent Order stipulating to not having his 
dental office in compliance with infection control requirements.  Dr. Lee agreed to a 
reprimand of his dental license and completion of a continuing education course related to 
infection control practices.  Dr. Jubran made a motion to approve.   Second was given by 
Ms. Warner.  Motion carried. 

 
AGREED CITATIONS 

 Continuing Education  Dr. Hsia made a motion to approve the following Agreed Citations 
for failure to maintain sufficient continuing education hours and/or CPR certification during 
the years audited: 

Adams, Amy RDH      Caldwell, Meshon RDH  Lee, Kathy RDA 

Allport, Candy RDA      Dear, Carolyn DDS   Simpson, Rhonda RDH 

Bartram, Melissa RDH     Defur, Christina RDA  Skwierc, Lori RDA 

Burger, Ashley RDH      Harlow, Rachel RDH 

Second was given by Ms. Puckett.  Motion carried. 
 

 Lapsed License  Ms. Warner made a motion to approve the Agreed Citations executed by 
the following individuals who acknowledged they worked on an expired license: 

Campbell, Rebecca RDA     Dingeldein, Patricia DDS   Hunt, Annmeter RDA 

Second was given by Dr. Hall.  Motion carried. 
 
The meeting stood in recess at 4:12 p.m. 
 

MARCH 21, 2014 
 
Dr. Charles E. Holt, Jr., DDS called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with all members present.  
The Board reviewed and composed questions for the Ethics and Jurisprudence Exam.  Each 
member who contributed questions will revise his/her questions as agreed and resubmit them to 
the Chair of the Committee for compilation. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:22 a.m. 
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