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  PREFACE  
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
 
 
A. Solid Waste Needs Assessments 

The State of Tennessee’s Department of Environment and Conservation 
(TDEC) has contracted with the Southwest Tennessee Development District 
(SWTDD) to prepare a solid waste needs assessment for McNairy County, 
Tennessee, one part of the four-county Shiloh Municipal Solid Waste 
Planning Region.  The planning window for the needs assessment is five 
years.  The needs assessment was prepared in late 2010 and early 2011, 
and thus, its period of applicability will be 2011 through 2015. 

 
Various sources were consulted to compile demographic and economic 
statistics for McNairy County and its municipalities, i.e., the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the Census Bureau’s American Community Survey, the Tennessee 
Advisory Commission on Intergovernmental Relations, the University of 
Tennessee Center for Business and Economic Research, the Tennessee 
Department of Economic and Community Development, the McNairy County 
Regional Alliance, and other similar sources.  Some estimates and projections 
in this document may differ from one another based on the source of the 
information, the type of methodology used to develop the numbers, and/or 
the year the estimate or projection was made.  However, every effort was 
made to select and use the most reliable information available. 

 
The McNairy County, Tennessee, Municipal Solid Waste 2010 Needs 
Assessment was prepared by Jeff Reece, Environmental Programs Coordinator 
with SWTDD, under the direction of Matt Maynard, Environmental Specialist   
with the Planning, Reporting, and Waste Reduction Section of TDEC’s Division 
of Solid Waste Management, Solid Waste Assistance Program.  The document  
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“Guidelines for Preparing Solid Waste Needs Assessments,” revised by TDEC 
in November 2010, was used to set the format of this needs assessment. 

 
The assessment was reviewed by Cindy Kennedy, Solid Waste Director and 
Recycling Coordinator for McNairy County.  

 
For more information on the McNairy County, Tennessee, Municipal Solid 
Waste 2010 Needs Assessment, please contact: 

 
  Jeff Reece, AICP 
  Environmental Programs Coordinator 
  Southwest Tennessee Development District 
  27 Conrad Drive, Suite 150 
  Jackson, Tennessee, 38305-2850 
  731-668-6804 (T) 
  731-668-6421 (F) 
  jreece@swtdd.org. 
 
 
B.   Community Profile 
 
 1. Location 
  

McNairy County is located in the south-central portion of West 
Tennessee.  McNairy County is bordered by Chester County on the 
north; Alcorn County, Mississippi, on the south; Hardin County on the 
east; and Hardeman County on the west.  (See Map 1.)   

 
McNairy is part of the Shiloh Municipal Solid Waste Planning Region 
which consists of four counties: McNairy, Chester, Hardin, and 
Wayne.  (See Map 2.) 

 
McNairy County was established in 1823.  It has an area of 
approximately 560 square miles.  The estimated population of 
McNairy County in 2010 was 25,434.   
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The Town of Selmer (2010 estimated population 4,572) is the county 
seat and largest municipality.  Selmer is located in the central portion 
of McNairy County approximately 90 miles east of Memphis and 150 
miles southwest of Nashville.  (See Map 1.)  Other incorporated 
municipalities in the county are Finger, Enville, and Milledgeville in 
the northern portion; Bethel Springs, Adamsville, and Stantonville in 
the central portion; and Ramer, Eastview, Guys, and Michie in the 
southern portion. 

 
Enville lies in both McNairy and Chester counties; Adamsville in both 
McNairy and Hardin counties; and Milledgeville in McNairy, Chester, 
and Hardin counties. 

 
The divide between the Mississippi River Watershed to the west and 
the Tennessee River/Kentucky Lake Watershed to the east runs in a 
north-south direction through McNairy County separating the county 
approximately into two equal sections. 

 
 
2. Transportation 

 
McNairy County is accessible from Interstate 40 to the north via 
several exits in Madison and Henderson counties by way of Jackson, 
Lexington, and the City of Henderson.  I-40 connects McNairy County 
with Memphis to the west and Nashville to the east. 
 
Interstate 22 (U.S. Highway 78) lies to the south in Mississippi by way 
of Corinth and Tupelo.  I-22 connects McNairy County with Memphis 
to the west and Birmingham, Alabama, to the southeast. 

 
U.S. highways in McNairy County include highways 45 and 64.  
Tennessee state highways include 5, 15, 22, 57, 69, 117, 142, 199, 
224, 225, and 234.  
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The Norfolk Southern Railway is a major freight corridor in the 
southwestern portion of the county near the unincorporated 
community of Chewalla.  The West Tennessee Railroad runs north-
south through the county connecting Finger, McNairy, Bethel 
Springs, Selmer, Ramer, and Guys. 
 
McNairy County’s Robert Sibley Airport, a general aviation field, is 
located about six miles east of Selmer just north of U.S. Highway 64. 

 
Commercial airline service is available at McKellar-Sipes Regional 
Airport in Jackson, approximately35 miles northwest of Selmer; and 
Memphis International Airport, approximately 90 miles west of 
Selmer.  Memphis International is a hub for Delta Airlines and the 
home of Federal Express Corporation’s air cargo super-hub. 
 
The nearest port facilities are the Yellow Creek Port on the 
Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway, about 30 miles to the southeast in 
Hardin County, Tennessee, and Tishomingo County, Mississippi. 

 
 
 3. Government 
 

McNairy County is governed by a county mayor and 21 county com-
missioners representing seven districts.  Jai Templeton is mayor of 
McNairy County. 

 
   
 4.  Schools 
 

McNairy County has a single, county-wide, primary/secondary 
education system.  It consists of nine schools: McNairy Central High 
School, Adamsville Junior/Senior High School, Adamsville Elementary 
School, Selmer Middle School, Bethel Springs Elementary School, 
Michie Elementary School, Ramer Elementary School, Selmer 
Elementary School, and the McNairy Adult Learning Center. 
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McNairy County has one higher education facility: the University of 
Tennessee at Martin - McNairy County Center/Selmer.  

 

5.            County and Community Profiles  

Addendum A contains county and community data sheets for 
McNairy County and the towns of Selmer and Adamsville.  The data 
sheets were compiled by the Tennessee Department of Economic 
and Community Development.  Data sheets for the smaller 
municipalities in McNairy County were not available. 

 
Addendum B contains “McNairy County, Tennessee, Selected 
Statistical Information,” a comprehensive statistical report compiled 
by the Tennessee Advisory Commission on Intergovernmental 
Relations. 
 
 

6.            Solid Waste Planning Board and Other Solid Waste Management  
Contacts 

 
The McNairy County Solid Waste Planning Board is composed of four 
members: Tammy Dillon representing McNairy County, Charley 
Garrison representing McNairy County, and David Robinson 
representing the Town of Selmer, and Edward Mathis of Waynesboro 
in Wayne County.  Mr. Mathis serves as Chairman for the Shiloh 
Region Municipal Solid Waste Board (Chester, Hardin, McNairy, and 
Wayne counties).   
 
Ms. Cindy Kennedy serves as Solid Waste Director and Recycling 
Coordinator for McNairy County.  
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                                                                CHAPTER I 

 

      DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION  
 
 
 

The 2010 estimated population of McNairy County was 25,434.  If current 
economic trends continue, it is projected that the county’s population will 
increase to 25,944 by 2015 and 26,262 by 2020.  As is typical for many rural 
areas in Tennessee, much of McNairy County’s younger population leaves 
the area after high school, either for college or technical training at 
institutions outside the county or for employment in larger cities, such as 
Jackson, Memphis, and Nashville. 
 
The small increase in population projected for 2015 and 2020 will be due, 
in large part, to McNairy County’s popularity as a retirement community.  
Many of these are people who were born and raised in McNairy County or 
other rural counties in West Tennessee who are attracted by family ties, 
friendly people, low taxes, low crime rate, and easy accessibility to medical 
and other services in Jackson, Memphis, and Nashville. 

 
Table 1 presents past population estimates and future population 
projections for McNairy County from 2000 to 2015.  Estimates and 
projections for each of the 11 municipalities in the county follow in tables 2 
through 12. 
 
Other demographic characteristics of McNairy County are presented in the 
Addenda section of this report. 
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CHAPTER II 
 

ECONOMIC PROFILE 
 

 
 
A. Per Capita Income 
 

The estimated annual per capita income in McNairy County in 2010 was 
$28,855.  Table 13 indicates estimated annual per capita income in McNairy 
County for 2000 through 2010 and projected annual per capita income for 
2011 through 2015. 

 
 
B. Employment Profile 
 

Large sectors of employment in McNairy County by numbers of annual 
average employees include manufacturing (2,033 employees); education/ 
health services (775); retail trade (&21); leisure/hospitality services (363); 
and transportation and warehousing (398).  (Figures use 2008 data.) 
 
The five largest industries in McNairy County, by average numbers of 
employees, are Aqua Glass Corporation (bath tubs and whirlpool tubs, 
1,000 employees); Diversified Refrigeration Incorporated (refrigerators, 435 
employees); General Electric Company (electrical equipment and supplies, 
300 employees); Connector Castings Incorporated (electronic generation 
equipment, 150 employees); and Spectrum Corporation (lubricating oils 
and greases, 108 employees). 
 
McNairy County is located almost equidistant to two manufacturing “mega-
sites” in the southeastern U.S.:  one site to the southeast at Blue Springs in 
Alcorn County, Mississippi; and the other site to the northwest near 
Brownsville and Stanton in Haywood County, Tennessee. 
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Agriculture is an important element in McNairy County.  Cropland covers 
much of McNairy County with principal crops of corn, soybeans, cotton, 
wheat, and hay.   Pastureland for grazing cattle and logging are also 
important. 
 
The county’s employment in 2009 was 9,500. 

 
The unemployment rate in McNairy County was 11.3 percent in December 
2010, higher than the 9.1 unemployment rate for Tennessee overall in 
December 2010 and the 9.1 percent unemployment rate for the U.S. overall 
in December 2010. 

 
  
C. Taxable Sales 
 
 The taxable sales figure for McNairy County for 2009 was $148,944,971. 
  
 
D.       Consumer Price Index 
 
 The Consumer Price Index for 2008 was 214.54. 
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            CHAPTER III 

 

CHARACTERIZATION 
OF THE LOCAL SOLID WASTE STREAM 

 

 

A.            Current Trends 
 
In 2009, McNairy County generated a total of 11,794 tons of solid 
waste.  Of this total, 7,794 tons were disposed of at Waste 
Connections, Incorporated’s Class I landfill near Walnut, Mississippi, 
about 40 miles southwest of Selmer.  The remaining approximate 
4,000 tons were disposed of at the McNairy County Demolition 
Landfill, the county-owned Class III/IV landfill at 770 Airport Road, 
about four miles northeast of Selmer.  In 2009, about 20,452 tons of 
solid waste generated in McNairy County were recycled. 
 
It is estimated that residential wastes compose approximately 80 
percent of the total wastes generated in McNairy County with 
industrial wastes composing 15 percent, commercial wastes three 
percent, and institutional wastes two percent.   
 

 
B.            Future Trends 

 
It is anticipated that growth in the amount of solid waste generated 
in McNairy County will be slow in the future—similar to the slow 
growth anticipated for the county’s population and local commercial 
and industrial activities. 
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C.            Problem Wastes 
 

Currently, McNairy County accepts only used tires and some types of 
paint at its two recycling locations.  Used tires are accepted also at 
the McNairy County Demolition Landfill.   

 

D.            Commercial and Industrial Wastes 
 

Commercial and industrial wastes in McNairy County are collected in 
carts and dumpsters by several private haulers including Waste 
Connections and Waste Management, as well as by the Town of 
Selmer.   

 

E.            Wastes Entering or Leaving Region 
 

Because there is no publicly owned nor privately owned Class I 
landfill in McNairy County, all Class I wastes must be exported 
outside the county.  McNairy County’ s Class I waste is taken to the 
Waste Connections landfill near Walnut in Tippah County, 
Mississippi. 
 
Some out-of-county solid waste is accepted at the Class III/IV landfill 
owned by McNairy County Government—although out-of-county 
waste represents only a small percentage of the total. 
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                                                            CHAPTER  IV 

 
 

PROJECTIONS OF SOLID WASTE GENERATION 
 
 
 
Within the next five years, it is anticipated that McNairy County’s solid waste will 
increase at a slow rate—by less than five percent—based on current trends of 
waste generation, population increase, and economic activities.  However, any 
one-year generation figure could vary significantly from the norm in the event of 
local natural disasters occurring such as tornadoes, ice storms, floods, etc. 
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CHAPTER  V 
 
 

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION SYSTEM 
 
 

A.      Municipalities of Selmer, Adamsville, and Bethel Springs 
 

The Town of Selmer operates its own solid waste collection system and 
serves all residents within the city limits. 
 
Adamsville and Bethel Springs contract their solid waste collection 
services independently with Waste Connections with both contracts 
serving one hundred percent of the residents within each city. 
 

 
B.      Unincorporated McNairy County and Its Smaller Municipalities     

  
For residents of unincorporated McNairy County and the municipalities 
of  Eastview, Finger, Guys, Michie, Ramer, and Stantonville; solid waste 
is collected by the private solid waste services company Waste 
Connections through contract with McNairy County Government. 

 
The solid waste collection fee for these residents is currently $27.50 per 
household per quarter. 
 
The County operates two recycling centers: (1) a drop-off collection 
center on South Seventh Street in Selmer and (2) a drop-off collection 
center on Walnut Street in Adamsville.  Metals, paper, glass, batteries, 
plastics, textiles, pallets, tires, and automobile fluid are collected.  Both 
centers are open to all residents of McNairy County including those 
living within the corporate limits of each of the county’s 11 
municipalities. 
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The McNairy County solid waste management program is administered 
by the McNairy County Solid Waste Department headquartered at 170 
West Court Avenue, Room 202, in the McNairy County Courthouse in 
Selmer.  The director of the department is Cindy Kennedy. 

 
 

C.       Waste Connections, Incorporated 
 

All waste in McNairy County is transported to Waste Connections’ 
Transfer Station at 4702 Highway 64 East between Selmer and 
Adamsville.   The waste is then transported to and disposed of at Waste 
Connections’ Northeast Mississippi Regional Landfill at 2941 County 
Road 302 near Walnut, Tippah County, Mississippi—about 40 miles 
southwest of Selmer.  This Class I landfill opened in 2000 and should be 
able to accept waste through 2030, at least. 
 
Waste Connections was founded in 1997 and its headquarters is in 
Folsom, California.  It is now the third largest solid waste and recycling 
services company in the U.S. serving more than 1,500 municipalities in 
26 states. 
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                                                          CHAPTER  VI 

 

ATTITUDES TOWARD RECYCLING, 
WASTE DIVERSION, AND WASTE DISPOSAL 

 
 
McNairy County’s public recycling program is relatively new—having begun 
operations in 2008.  As such, participation is still relatively low but local officials 
expect the program to strengthen and build in the coming years. 
 
McNairy County operates two drop-off recycling centers:  one on South Seventh 
Street in Selmer and the other on Walnut Street in Adamsville.  Both centers are 
open to all residents of McNairy County including those living within the 
corporate limits of each of the county’s 11 towns. 
 
The program collects mixed metals; corrugated paper and miscellaneous paper; 
clear glass, colored glass, mixed glass and other/container glass; mixed plastics #1 
and #2 and other plastics and mixed plastics; and pallets, tires, electronics, and 
limited amounts of paint. 
 
In 2009, McNairy County’s public program recycled 292.13 tons of recyclables.  
This compares to 252.25 tons recycled in 2008. 
 
McNairy County has two, private, for-profit recycling companies: MRF Recycling in 
Michie and SMC Recycling in Selmer.  MRF collects ferrous and non-ferrous 
metals; newspaper and miscellaneous paper; plastics and mixed plastics; 
construction and demolition wastes (not disposed in Class III/IV landfills); and 
other items.  SMC collects ferrous and mixed metals and corrugated paper.  The 
two businesses recycled 20,452 tons of waste combined in 2009. 
 
Used automobile fluid is accepted and disposed of by local automobile parts 
stores. 
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                                                         CHAPTER VII 

 

WASTE REDUCTION GOALS  
 
 

As is every county in the state, McNairy County is expected to meet its 25 percent 
waste reduction goal each year as determined by TDEC’s Division of Solid Waste 
Management.  In 2009, McNairy County’s solid waste generation figure (disposal 
tonnage plus diversion tonnage) was 32,538 tons.  Disposal in Class I and Class 
III/IV landfills was 7,794 tons.  With a population estimated by TDEC in 2009 at 
25,796 and a base-year population of 23,410, McNairy County’s real-time 
comparison rate was 76 percent with its per capita disposal rate at 0.30. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

 

SOLID WASTE FACILITIES AND STAFF 
 
 

A. Inventory of Facilities 
 
McNairy County’s Solid Waste Department is located at 170 West Court 
Avenue, Room 202, in the McNairy County Court House in Selmer. 
 
The County operates no convenience centers.  All solid waste in the 
county is collected by contract with private waste collection and 
transportation companies.  By far the largest solid waste services 
company in McNairy County is Waste Connections. 
 
There is no Class I landfill in McNairy County although McNairy County 
Government does maintain a closed Class I landfill near the community 
of Purdy in central McNairy County.  This landfill was closed in the early 
1990s and is no longer used but the County still monitors groundwater 
at the site for possible contamination and will continue to do so until 
2023. 
 
All waste in McNairy County is transported to Waste Connections’ 
transfer facility at 4702 Highway 64 East between Selmer and 
Adamsville.   The waste is then transported to and disposed of at Waste 
Connections’ Northeast Mississippi Regional Landfill at 2941 County 
Road 302 near Walnut, Tippah County, Mississippi.   
 
McNairy County does operate a Class II/IV landfill, the McNairy County 
Demolition Landfill at 770 Airport Road northeast of Selmer off U.S. 
Highway 64 between Selmer and Adamsville. 
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The County also operates a drop-off collection center on South Seventh 
Street in Selmer and another drop-off center in Adamsville on Walnut 
Street.   
 
The Town of Selmer’s solid waste management office is a part of the its 
Street and Sanitation Department and is headquartered in City Hall at 
144 North Second Street in Selmer. 
 
McNairy County has two, private, for-profit recycling companies: MRF 
Recycling at 100 Tulu Lane in Michie and SMC Recycling at 117 Texaco 
Drive in Selmer.   
 
The locations of solid waste facilities in McNairy County are shown on 
Map 3. 
 
 

B. Staffing 
 

McNairy County has four full-time positions and three part-time  
positions in its Solid Waste Department.  The full-time positions are solid 
waste director, solid waste office manager, and two Class II/IV landfill 
personnel.  The part-time employees work with the litter program and 
the recycling program as well as a summertime employee at the landfill. 
 

 
C. Capacities and Shortfalls 

 
The County lists a new recycling center as its most important solid waste 
facility priority.  The County’s recycling program currently shares the 
facility on South Seventh Street in Selmer with McNairy County’s 
Emergency Management Services and Fire Department.  New facilities in 
both Selmer and Adamsville are needed if the County is to operate the 
program in a first-class manner.    
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McNairy County began its recycling program in 2008 on a “shoe-string” 
budget and, as such, is in need of several items of equipment to 
continue to operate, such as a forklift, roll-off containers, and a truck. 
 
The County’s Class III/IV landfill will be able to accommodate McNairy 
County needs for the next five years and perhaps ten years into the 
future, especially if more local solid waste is recycled.  However, several 
pieces of equipment are needed at the landfill, such as a backhoe/ 
trackhoe, a truck, and an updated scales building. 
 
Waste Connections’ Class I landfill near Walnut, Mississippi, opened in 
2000 and is projected to accept waste until at least 2030. 
 
At least one full-time employee is needed at the landfill and at least one  
part-time employee is needed to work with the recycling program. 
 
The Town of Selmer has discussed implementing a door-to-door 
recycling program for its residents.  If this program begins operations, 
additional staff will be needed to accommodate the additional amount 
of recyclables collected. 
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                                           CHAPTER IX 
 
 

CURRENT AND FUTURE REVENUE SOURCES 
FOR LOCAL SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT 

PROGRAMS 
 
Table 14 indicates expenses and revenues for the McNairy County Solid Waste 
Department for Fiscal Year 2010.  The table shows that 74 percent of the 
department’s revenue comes from charges for residential waste collection.  The 
remaining sources of revenue are tipping fees from the County’s landfill (18 
percent), county local option taxes (seven percent), and solid waste grants (one 
percent.) 
 
It is anticipated that these four sources of revenue will remain the principal 
sources of revenue for the County’s solid waste management programs for the 
foreseeable future. 
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      CHAPTER X 

 

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN 
FOR THE NEXT FIVE YEARS 

 
 

A.             Deficiencies 
 

The following deficiencies have been identified for McNairy County: 
 
• Need for a new recycling center; 

 
• Need for additional and better equipment for the McNairy County 

Recycling Program and the McNairy County Demolition Landfill;  
 

• Need for additional solid waste management staff; 
 

• Need for increased overall funding for local solid waste programs; 
 

• Need for the expansion and enhancement of public recycling 
programs  in the county; 

 
• Need to initiate public composting and mulching programs in the 

county; 
 

• Need for better and more complete reporting by local 
commercial, industrial, institutional, and other entities for the 
McNairy County Solid Waste Annual Progress Report; 

 
• Need to develop new recycling programs  for local commercial 

and industrial firms; 
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• Need to expand recycling education programs for local schools 
and for the general public. 

 
 

B.             Recommendations 
 

It is recommended that the following actions be taken to address the 
deficiencies noted in the previous section: 

 
 

1. Build, Buy, or Lease a New Recycling Center for the County 
 

McNairy County has the option to build, buy, or lease a new             
facility for the County’s recycling program.  Constructing a new 
recycling building from the ground up likely would be the most 
expensive option—yet it would give the McNairy County Solid 
Waste Department the greatest opportunity to construct a 
building to best address their needs and specifications. 
 
Recycling centers in Selmer (central section of the county) and 
Adamsville (northeastern section) definitely are needed.  
Additional centers in Finger (northwestern section), Ramer 
(southwestern section), and Michie (southeastern section) might 
be considered in the future. 

 
 

2. Acquire Additional and Better Equipment for the McNairy 
County Recycling Program and the McNairy County 
Demolition Landfill 

 
In the 2009 Annual Progress Report, the McNairy County Solid 
Waste Department identified several items of equipment 
needed for the County’s recycling program (a forklift, a 
compactor for paper and plastics, roll-off containers, and a  
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truck.)  The department also identified equipment needed for  
the locally owned Class III/IV landfill (a backhoe/truckhoe, and 
a truck.) 

 
Because the solid waste budget for McNairy County is 
constrained, there are limited local funds for the purchase of 
such equipment.  
 
 

3. Fund Additional Positions for Solid Waste Management 
Program 

 
At least one full-time employee is needed at the landfill and a  
part-time employee is needed to work with the recycling    
program. 

 
The Town of Selmer has discussed implementing a door-to-
door recycling program for its residents.  If this program were 
to begin operations, additional staff would be needed to  

 accommodate the additional amount of recyclables collected. 
 
 

4. Increase Overall Funding for Local Solid Waste Programs 
 

The key ingredient in operating a modern and efficient solid 
waste management program in McNairy County—or any 
county—is adequate funding. 

 
It is anticipated that costs for the McNairy County solid waste 
program will continue to rise each year—especially in areas 
such as fuel and other transportation costs, employee salaries, 
and equipment and maintenance costs.   
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The County should step forward and provide the funding 
required to ensure that McNairy County’s solid waste 
collection services will meet the needs of tomorrow’s residents 
and businesses. 

           
The County should continue to apply for solid waste 
management grants from the State of Tennessee.  However, 
because of the budget problems the State is currently 
experiencing, future availability of the already limited grant 
funds from the State cannot be depended on.  The County 
should explore other possible sources of grants funding; such 
as Federal programs (U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Rural 
Development program, the Delta Regional Authority program, 
etc.) as well as private, non-profit organizations to supplement  
grants it receives from the State of Tennessee. 

 
 

5. Expand and Enhance Public Recycling Programs  in the 
County 

 
The 25,000-plus residents of McNairy County deserve a more   
convenient program than the two drop-off sites the County 
currently provides in Selmer and Adamsville. 

 
A county-wide, curbside recycling program would likely be 
cost-prohibitive, especially one attempting to serve all 
residents of largely rural McNairy County.  However, the 
County might consider contracting with a recycling company to 
provide weekly collection services on a subscription basis for 
residents of Selmer and Adamsville. 

 
In the meantime, the County might consider opening 
additional drop-off recycling centers in the county, perhaps in 
Finger, Ramer, or Michie. 
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6. Initiate Public Composting and Mulching Programs in the 
County 

 
It is recommended that the County develop and promote 
home composting and mulching programs for local residents 
and food compost programs for the local school system to 
reduce the amount of organic substances being disposed of.   

 
 

7. Ensure Better and More Complete Reporting by 
Commercial, Industrial, Institutional, and Other Entities for 
the McNairy County Solid Waste Annual Progress Report 

 
The 2009 McNairy County APR reported no solid waste being 
recycled by commercial, industrial, institutional, or other 
entities in the county other than two, for-profit, recycling 
companies in Selmer and Michie. 

 
As many counties across Tennessee, McNairy County often has 
difficulty in securing the information it needs to provide the 
State with an accurate accounting of how much solid waste is 
being recycled or diverted from Class I landfills by local 
businesses.  Although the State maintains that businesses can 
be “compelled” to provide such information to the counties, 
the precise measures authorized to compel local businesses to 
comply are unclear.  It is believed that perhaps thousands of 
tons of recycled and diverted waste in McNairy County are 
“lost” (as unreported) each year due to inexact reporting. 
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8. Develop New Recycling Programs With Local Industrial 
and Commercial Firms  

 
McNairy County should work with local firms to develop new, 
in-house recycling programs.  Virtually every company in 
McNairy County could recycle office paper and cardboard and 
possibly other items—such as aluminum cans, plastics, and 
glass.  And perhaps some by-products of manufacturing 
processes could be recycled if the company is a manufacturer. 

 
A Business and Industry Recycling Task Force, composed of 
volunteer representatives, could be appointed by McNairy 
County Government to work with and encourage recycling 
with individual firms that have expressed an interest in 
recycling. 

 
  

9. Expand Recycling Education Programs in Local Schools and 
for the General Public 

 
Although McNairy County has a good record of promoting 
recycling and environmental education programs in its local 
schools and for the general public, the solid waste department 
also should consider utilizing materials from organizations such 
as Keep America Beautiful campaign that provides educational 
resource packets for students and promotes anti-litter and 
other environment-friendly events.   

 
It is recommended that McNairy County increase the amount 
of outreach now done during the course of the year by 
promoting recycling at every opportunity—by enlisting public 
volunteers to assist the Solid Waste Director, County Mayor, 
and local city mayors in speaking to local civic clubs, special 
interest groups, church groups, etc.; and by developing and 
maintaining information displays at local libraries, fairs, 
festivals, sporting events, etc. 
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C.             Support of Statewide Solid Waste Management Plan 
 
The recommendations outlined above comply with and support all 
provisions of the State’s Solid Waste Management Plan—ensuring 
that citizens of McNairy County are provided solid waste services in 
an efficient and professional manner. 
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TABLES 
 

 



TABLE 1 

POPULATION ESTIMATES AND PROJECTIONS 
MCNAIRY COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

2000 – 2015 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Year                 Population Estimates  
_______________________________________________________________________________
   
2000           24,653   
2001           24,740   
2002           24,827    
2003             24,914 
2004             25,001  
2005            25,087 
2006             25,156 
2007           25,225     
2008           25,294 
2009           25,363 
2010           25,434 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Year               Population Projections 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
     
2011           25,536   
2012           25,638 
2013           25,740 
2014           25,842 
2015           25,944 
__________ 
 
NOTE:  The 2000 population figure is the actual population as determined by the U.S. Census 
Bureau.  Estimates and projections are derived from the Population Projections for the State of 
Tennessee, 2005 to 2025 document, a joint publication of the Tennessee Advisory Commission 
on Intergovernmental Relations and the University of Tennessee Center for Business and 
Economic Research. 
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              TABLE 2 
 

POPULATION ESTIMATES AND PROJECTIONS 
TOWN OF SELMER, TENNESSEE 

2000 – 2015 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Year                 Population Estimates  
______________________________________________________________________________   
 
2000         4,541 
2001         4,543 
2002         4,545 
2003           4,547 
2004           4,549 
2005          4,550 
2006           4,554 
2007         4,558 
2008         4,662 
2009         4,668 
2010         4,572 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Year               Population Projections 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
     
2011         4,581 
2012         4,590 
2013         4,599 
2014         4,609 
2015         4,618 
_________ 
 
NOTE:  The 2000 population figure is the actual population as determined by the U.S. Census 
Bureau.  Estimates and projections are derived from the Population Projections for the State of 
Tennessee, 2005 to 2025 document, a joint publication of the Tennessee Advisory Commission 
on Intergovernmental Relations and the University of Tennessee Center for Business and 
Economic Research. 
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                             TABLE 3 
 

POPULATION ESTIMATES AND PROJECTIONS 
TOWN OF ADAMSVILLE, TENNESSEE 

2000 – 2015 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Year                 Population Estimates  
______________________________________________________________________________   
 
2000         1,983 
2001         1.996 
2002         2,009 
2003           2,022 
2004           2,035 
2005          2,048 
2006           2,048 
2007         2.048 
2008         2.048 
2009         2,048 
2010         2,048 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Year               Population Projections 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
     
2011         2,053 
2012         2,058 
2013         2,063 
2014         2,068 
2015         2,073 
_________ 
 
NOTE:  The 2000 population figure is the actual population as determined by the U.S. Census 
Bureau.  Estimates and projections are derived from the Population Projections for the State of 
Tennessee, 2005 to 2025 document, a joint publication of the Tennessee Advisory Commission 
on Intergovernmental Relations and the University of Tennessee Center for Business and 
Economic Research. 
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                                      TABLE 4 
 

POPULATION ESTIMATES AND PROJECTIONS 
TOWN OF BETHEL SPRINGS, TENNESSEE 

2000 – 2015 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Year                 Population Estimates  
______________________________________________________________________________   
 
2000         763 
2001         763 
2002         763 
2003           763 
2004           763 
2005          763 
2006           765 
2007         767 
2008         769 
2009         771 
2010         773 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Year               Population Projections 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
     
2011         776 
2012         780 
2013         783 
2014         787 
2015         790 
_________ 
 
NOTE:  The 2000 population figure is the actual population as determined by the U.S. Census 
Bureau.  Estimates and projections are derived from the Population Projections for the State of 
Tennessee, 2005 to 2025 document, a joint publication of the Tennessee Advisory Commission 
on Intergovernmental Relations and the University of Tennessee Center for Business and 
Economic Research. 
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TABLE 5 

 
POPULATION ESTIMATES AND PROJECTIONS 

TOWN OF MICHIE, TENNESSEE 
2000 – 2015 

 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Year                 Population Estimates  
______________________________________________________________________________   
 
2000         647 
2001         648 
2002         649 
2003           651 
2004           652 
2005          654 
2006           654 
2007         654 
2008         654 
2009         654 
2010         653 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Year               Population Projections 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
     
2011         654 
2012         655 
2013         656 
2014         657 
2015         658 
_________ 
 
NOTE:  The 2000 population figure is the actual population as determined by the U.S. Census 
Bureau.  Estimates and projections are derived from the Population Projections for the State of 
Tennessee, 2005 to 2025 document, a joint publication of the Tennessee Advisory Commission 
on Intergovernmental Relations and the University of Tennessee Center for Business and 
Economic Research. 
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                                                                   TABLE 6 
 

POPULATION ESTIMATES AND PROJECTIONS 
TOWN OF GUYS, TENNESSEE 

2000 – 2015 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Year                 Population Estimates  
______________________________________________________________________________   
 
2000         483 
2001         484 
2002         485 
2003           486 
2004           487 
2005          488 
2006           490 
2007         492 
2008         494 
2009         497 
2010         500 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Year               Population Projections 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
     
2011         502 
2012         504 
2013         506 
2014         508 
2015         511 
_________ 
 
NOTE:  The 2000 population figure is the actual population as determined by the U.S. Census 
Bureau.  Estimates and projections are derived from the Population Projections for the State of 
Tennessee, 2005 to 2025 document, a joint publication of the Tennessee Advisory Commission 
on Intergovernmental Relations and the University of Tennessee Center for Business and 
Economic Research. 
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                                                                             TABLE 7 
 

POPULATION ESTIMATES AND PROJECTIONS 
TOWN OF EASTVIEW, TENNESSEE 

2000 – 2015 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Year                 Population Estimates  
______________________________________________________________________________   
 
2000         618 
2001         619 
2002         620 
2003           621 
2004           621 
2005          622 
2006           622 
2007         623 
2008         623 
2009         624 
2010         625 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Year               Population Projections 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
     
2011         627 
2012         629 
2013         630 
2014         631 
2015         632 
_________ 
 
NOTE:  The 2000 population figure is the actual population as determined by the U.S. Census 
Bureau.  Estimates and projections are derived from the Population Projections for the State of 
Tennessee, 2005 to 2025 document, a joint publication of the Tennessee Advisory Commission 
on Intergovernmental Relations and the University of Tennessee Center for Business and 
Economic Research. 
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               TABLE 8 

   
POPULATION ESTIMATES AND PROJECTIONS 

CITY OF RAMER, TENNESSEE 
2000 – 2015 

 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Year                 Population Estimates  
______________________________________________________________________________   
 
2000         354 
2001         354 
2002         354 
2003           355 
2004           355 
2005          355 
2006           356 
2007         357 
2008         359 
2009         361 
2010         362 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Year               Population Projections 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
     
2011         364 
2012         366 
2013         368 
2014         370 
2015         372 
_________ 
 
NOTE:  The 2000 population figure is the actual population as determined by the U.S. Census 
Bureau.  Estimates and projections are derived from the Population Projections for the State of 
Tennessee, 2005 to 2025 document, a joint publication of the Tennessee Advisory Commission 
on Intergovernmental Relations and the University of Tennessee Center for Business and 
Economic Research. 
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                                                      TABLE 9 
 

POPULATION ESTIMATES AND PROJECTIONS 
CITY OF FINGER, TENNESSEE 

2000 – 2015 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Year                 Population Estimates  
______________________________________________________________________________   
 
2000         350 
2001         351 
2002         351 
2003           352 
2004           352 
2005          353 
2006           356 
2007         359 
2008         363 
2009         367 
2010         370 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Year               Population Projections 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
     
2011         374 
2012         379 
2013         383 
2014         386 
2015         389 
_________ 
 
NOTE:  The 2000 population figure is the actual population as determined by the U.S. Census 
Bureau.  Estimates and projections are derived from the Population Projections for the State of 
Tennessee, 2005 to 2025 document, a joint publication of the Tennessee Advisory Commission 
on Intergovernmental Relations and the University of Tennessee Center for Business and 
Economic Research. 
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                                                    TABLE 10 
 

POPULATION ESTIMATES AND PROJECTIONS 
TOWN OF MILLEDGEVILLE, TENNESSEE 

2000 – 2015 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Year                 Population Estimates  
______________________________________________________________________________   
 
2000         287 
2001         297 
2002         307 
2003           317 
2004           327 
2005          338 
2006           336 
2007         334 
2008         332 
2009         330 
2010         326 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Year               Population Projections 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
     
2011         325 
2012         324 
2013         323 
2014         322 
2015         322 
_________ 
 
NOTE:  The 2000 population figure is the actual population as determined by the U.S. Census 
Bureau.  Estimates and projections are derived from the Population Projections for the State of 
Tennessee, 2005 to 2025 document, a joint publication of the Tennessee Advisory Commission 
on Intergovernmental Relations and the University of Tennessee Center for Business and 
Economic Research. 
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                                                     TABLE 11 
 

POPULATION ESTIMATES AND PROJECTIONS 
TOWN OF STANTONVILLE, TENNESSEE 

2000 – 2015 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Year                 Population Estimates  
______________________________________________________________________________   
 
2000         312 
2001         320 
2002         328 
2003           336 
2004           344 
2005          353 
2006           352 
2007         352 
2008         351 
2009         351 
2010         350 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Year               Population Projections 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
     
2011         350 
2012         350 
2013         350 
2014         351 
2015         351 
_________ 
 
NOTE:  The 2000 population figure is the actual population as determined by the U.S. Census 
Bureau.  Estimates and projections are derived from the Population Projections for the State of 
Tennessee, 2005 to 2025 document, a joint publication of the Tennessee Advisory Commission 
on Intergovernmental Relations and the University of Tennessee Center for Business and 
Economic Research. 
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                                                                           TABLE 12 
 

POPULATION ESTIMATES AND PROJECTIONS 
CITY OF ENVILLE, TENNESSEE 

2000 – 2015 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Year                 Population Estimates  
______________________________________________________________________________   
 
2000         230 
2001         231 
2002         233 
2003           234 
2004           235 
2005          237 
2006           235 
2007         233 
2008         231 
2009         229 
2010         227 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Year               Population Projections 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
     
2011         226 
2012         225 
2013         224 
2014         223 
2015         222 
_________ 
 
NOTE:  The 2000 population figure is the actual population as determined by the U.S. Census 
Bureau.  Estimates and projections are derived from the Population Projections for the State of 
Tennessee, 2005 to 2025 document, a joint publication of the Tennessee Advisory Commission 
on Intergovernmental Relations and the University of Tennessee Center for Business and 
Economic Research. 
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TABLE 13 
 

ANNUAL PER CAPITA INCOME ESTIMATES AND PROJECTIONS 
MCNAIRY COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

2000 – 2015 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Year                 Income Estimates  
______________________________________________________________________________   
 
2000           $21,207   
2001           $21,972   
2002           $22,737 
2003             $23,502 
2004             $24,267 
2005            $25,032 
2006             $25,797 
2007           $26,560    
2008           $27,325 
2009           $28,090 
2010           $28,855 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Year              Income Projections 
_______________________________________________________________________________
      
2011           $29,620 
2012           $30,385 
2013           $31,150 
2014           $31,915 
2015           $32,680 
__________ 
 
SOURCE:  Tennessee County Data Sheet for Haywood County, Tennessee 
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TABLE 14 
 

EXPENSES AND REVENUES FOR THE SOLID WASTE DEPARTMENT 
MCNAIRY COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

2009 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Expense                  Amount  
______________________________________________________________________________   
 
General Administration        $    41,428 
   
Sanitation Management        $  855,700 
 
Landfill Operation and Maintenance       $  196,650 
 
Highways Litter and Trash Collection       $    32,690 
           _________ 
 
TOTAL EXPENSES         $1,126,468 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Revenues                  Amount  
______________________________________________________________________________   
 
County Local Option Taxes        $    60,000 
   
Residential Waste Collection Charges      $  665,000 
 
Tipping Fees          $  160,000 
 
Solid Waste Grants         $      9,000 
           _________ 
 
TOTAL REVENUES       $    894,000 
         
__________ 
 
McNairy County, Tennessee, Annual Progress Report, 2009 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

  



 

 
Photo 1.  The McNairy County Solid Waste Department is located in the  
McNairy County Courthouse at 170 West Court Avenue in Selmer.  Jai 
Templeton is the Mayor of McNairy County and Cindy Kennedy is its Solid Waste 
Director.



 
Photo 2.  McNairy County and the Town of Selmer plan to convert the historic 
Latta Building across from the McNairy County Courthouse into a visitors center.



 

Photo 3.  McNairy County has excellent highway access being at the crossroads 
of U.S. Highway 64 and U.S. Highway 45.  Someday U.S. Highway 64 will be a 
four-lane expressway all across Tennessee from Memphis to Chattanooga. 

 

  



 

Photo 4.  McNairy County is a largely rural area with many acres devoted to the 
growing of hay and cattle-raising. 



 

Photo 5.  McNairy County also has a considerable amount of cropland.      
Winter wheat fields add a touch of greenness on a cold February day. 



 
Photo 6.  Logging and the forestry industry are an important part of McNairy 
County’s economy. 

 

  



 
Photo 7.  Waste Connections, Inc., handles most of McNairy County’s municipal 
solid waste.  The company collects waste for 10 of the 11 municipalities in the 
county as well as for residents of unincorporated McNairy County.  The Town of 
Selmer operates its own collection services department. 

 

 

  



 
Photo 8.  Waste Connections operates a large transfer station between Selmer 
and Adamsville and disposes of the county’s waste in a Class I landfill near 
Walnut, Mississippi—about 40 miles southwest of Selmer. 

 

 

  



 
Photo 9.  McNairy County owns and operates a Class III/IV landfill, the McNairy 
County Demolition Landfill, at 770 Airport Road a few miles east of Selmer on 
U.S. Highway 64.  The landfill is centrally located and convenient to most 
residents. 

  



 
Photo 10.  The McNairy County Solid Waste Department operates two recycling 
centers.  This center is located on South Seventh Street in Selmer. 



 
Photo 11.  The Recycling Center in Selmer is difficult to access being located 
near the end of a narrow city street.  The McNairy County Solid Waste 
Department  has listed a new recycling center as its most pressing need. 

 



 
Photo 11.  The Recycling Center in Adamsville is located in a former industrial 
building converted for recycling purposes.  The center needs updating with new 
equipment. 

 



 
Photo 12.  MRF Recycling is a privately owned solid waste recycling facility.  It is 
located in the southern portion of McNairy County in the Town of Michie. 
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