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Members of Council in Attendance  TDOE Employees in Attendance 
Cynthia Cheshier, Chair  Joey Hassell, Assistant Commissioner 
Chip Fair, Vice-Chair  Steve Sparks, TDOE – AC Contact 
Alfred M. Hacker  Tabatha Siddiqi, TDOE – AC Contact 
Catherine Knowles  Alison Gauld, TDOE 
Chantal Hess-Taylor  Allison Davey, TDOE 
Cleatrice C. McTorry (Rhonda Whitt, Rep)  Bill Wilson, Office of General Council 
Darlene Walden  Gary Smith, TDOE 
David Craig  Gayle Feltner, TDOE 
Dawn Bradley  Joann Lucero, TDOE 
Hillary Sims  Lori Nixon, TDOE 
Jason Vance  Nathan Travis, TDOE 
Jeff Ker  Rachel Wilkinson, TDOE 
Mary Johnson  Tie Hodack, TDOE 
Mary Meador   
Sebrena St. John   
Shannon Taylor   
   
Members Not in Attendance  Visitors in Attendance 
Anne Robertson  Angela Webster 
Brian Brown  Ned Andrew Solomon 
James Topp  Susan Dalton 
Katie Culberson   
Kyle Hauth   
Paula Brownyard   
 
 
 
 
 

Minutes 
April 14, 2014 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Scarritt Bennett Conference Center 
1008 19th Avenue South 

Nashville, TN 37212-2166 
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Welcome/Introductions              Cynthia Cheshier 
Chairperson  

Announcements / Logistics  
 Thank you to our email rapid response winners: Katie Culberson, Anne 

Robertson, Sebrena St. John, Shannon Taylor, Mary Meador, Hillary Sims, 
Darlene Walden, and Chip Fair. 

 Members were encouraged to make notes on the agenda which indicate one 
of the goals for which they are responsible.    
 

Meeting Focus/Purpose 
 
Approval of Current Agenda – Handout #1 
 Voted on and accepted 

 
Approval of January 13, 2014 Meeting Minutes - Handout #2 
 Voted on and accepted with no changes 

 
Report from the Chairperson 
 Covered in Announcements / Logistics 

 
Public Comments 
 None 

 
TDOE Current Issues/Initiatives                         Assistant Commissioner Joey Hassell  

 
 Handout #3 – Statewide SWD Population Data (Ages 3-5 and 6-21) 
 Handout #4 – 2014 Annual SPED Conference Overall Evaluation.   
 Handout #5 – TN School for the Blind Fact Sheet 
 Handout #6 – TN School for the Deaf, and West TN School for the Deaf, Fact 

Sheets 
 
RTI² State Board Recommendation (AC Goal 8)           Joey Hassell / Nathan Travis 
 Handout #7 – Application for RTI² Phase-In 

- Postpone implementation for grades 6-8 until July 1, 2015 
- Postpone implementation for grades 9-12 until July 1, 2016 
- Phase-In applications were due in our office on March 31, 2014 
- Theresa Nicholls will be following up with districts starting April 15, 2014 
- Will give AC a breakdown of postponements at the July meeting 
 

 Handout #8 – Implementation Timeline: Monthly Guidelines for Phase-In – 
Draft  
 

 Handout #9 – Implementation Plan for RTI² Phase-In  
- As of today, our team has provided direct technical assistance to over 50 

LEAs in regard to response to instruction and intervention, and those 
continue to occur. 

- In the process of transitioning some of that work to the CORE offices our 
Centers of Regional Excellence, specifically as it relates to principal 
learning plans. 
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Instructionally Appropriate IEPs (AC Goal 1)           Tie Hodack 
 Handout #10 – Special Education Framework Updates 

- The first two pages are the Table of Contents, potential final version. 
- We will no longer have two separate manuals for Instructionally 

Appropriate IEP and Special Education.  Moving forward we will have a 
Special Education Framework which will combine the two manuals and 
have all of the SPED information in one place. 

- In February, we sent out the first draft.  Received feedback and revised 
accordingly. 

- On March 28th, we sent out the second draft. 
- At this point, we’re still receiving feedback and revising. 
- It should be finalized by the end of this month and we will be ready to 

train. 
 

 Handout #11 - Instructionally Appropriate IEP Training 
- We will be doing grand division trainings and will hire eight IEP coaches 

to help us facilitate the grand division trainings. 
- We are also going to train the SPED Directors in May to help facilitate. 
- These are two day trainings.  West will be on June 2-3, Middle will be on 

June 9-10, and East will be on June 23-24.  Locations have not been 
determined yet.  Looking for locations to accommodate 1,000 attendees. 

- Once the locations are finalized, we will send information out through the 
registration link and the SPED Director’s Update. 

- Name of the new manual will be the Special Education Framework. 
 
Occupational Diploma Updates (AC Goal 1 & 2)        Alison Gauld 
 Handout #12 – Occupational Diploma 

- We have reviewed the mistakes and successes from New York, 
Mississippi, Florida and North Carolina. 

- Who is this diploma for?  Who will benefit from this diploma?  This is not a 
regular diploma.  It is a certificate.  We are calling it occupational diploma 
in compliance with the bill.  

- Schools will not be able to consider this in their graduation rate. 
- Soft skills – a focus (Interpersonal, Social, and Work Ethic Skills) 
- Hard skills – a buzz word which talks about how to make our learners 

career and college ready. 
- Work and employment.  One of the strongest indicators of success, 

following high school, is paid employment 
 
 Handout #13 – Power Point slides. 
 Handout #14 – Graphic which shows the gray chasm between the students 

with Specific Learning Disabilities (SLD) and the 1 percent with Intellectual 
Disabilities (ID).  This is a primary target for services. 

 Handout #15 – Skills, Knowledge, and Experience Mastery Assessment 
(SKEMA).  This is how we will measure student’s success.  
- Required Skills must be met with a mastery level of three, or four, or the 

Occupational Diploma is not an option. 
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- Students must achieve a three, or higher, in eight of those 10 Critical 
Skills. 

- Preferred Skills are the things that will separate the students from each 
other.   

- Additionally, it’s a chance to build in stronger and stronger expectations 
with each year. 

- Looking for pilot high schools for SKEMA. 
- The second reading will be in July. 
- At the conclusion of the 10th grade, a decision will be made to pursue an 

Occupational Diploma and the last two years of high school the SKEMA 
would be completed and eventually submitted to potential employers. 

- The case manager should be the one responsible for ensuring the 
SKEMA is completed. 

- The idea is to increase the outcomes for this population of students, not 
to lower the expectations for those students who are on track for a 
general education diploma but to increase the outcomes for students who 
are not on track for a general education diploma.   

 
PARCC Accessibility and Accommodations (AC Goal 3)           Lori Nixon 

- We are actively engaged in our PARCC pilots. 
- Any issues have been fixable. 
- When the pilot is complete, and we receive their data, we will make any 

adjustment needed and, if no adjustments are needed, we are set to go 
operational in August 2014. 

- The legislature is looking at delaying rollout until 2015-2016. 
- We are going forward 100% with the instructional programming, the 

resources, and the expectations. 
 
National Center & State Collaborative (NCSC) Update (AC Goal 3)          Lori Nixon 

- Alternate assessment. 
- Testing Administration Portal opened today. 
- There have been 889 total trainings completed across 10 pilot states. 
- We have 758 participations which are not complete, as of Friday. 
- We have 1,144 Testing Coordinators currently enrolled in the system with 

2,149 Test Administrator actively engaged in their training. 
- Tennessee has 448 users in the system with 320 of those who have 

actively completed their training.  
- We are going forward 100% with the instructional programming, the 

resources, and the expectations. 
 

OSEP & Results Driven Accountability (AC Goal 7)       Steve Sparks 
What is the RFI on RDA? 

- OSEP is redesigning the states’ accountability system and they have sent 
out a call for stakeholders to comment on what we see as areas of results 
that we would like measured or used to make our accountability system 
more aligned with results for students. 

- The comment period ends on April 25, 2014. 
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- OSEP is considering using the results data and making determinations 
which include participation and proficiency on assessments, rates of 
students graduating with a regular diploma and/or post school outcomes.   

- Contact me (Steve Sparks) for more information. 
 

Report from the Chairperson (continued) 
 Remember to talk to Tabatha Siddiqi about travel reimbursements. 

 
Lunch (provided) 

 
Report from the Chairperson (continued) 
 Welcome to Cleatrice McTorry 
 

SWD Advisory Council Annual Report 12-13 (AC Goal7)          Cynthia Cheshier 
(Assignment of members as “goals” leads review and discussion of draft) 
 Handout #16 – SWD AC GOALS FOR 2013-14 (as of 05/01/2014). 
 Last year, we decided the 12-13 goal appointments would run for two years. 
 Each member needs to be assigned to at least two goals.  
 We will now have Goal Team Leaders (Underlined and bold below) 
 Your responsibilities would include contacting your Goal Team Members 

when Cynthia or Steve need information, and be the secretary records 
keeper and maintain the master data for your goal(s). 

 Goal Assignments: 
- Goal 1 – Sebrena, Shannon, Hillary, Jeff 
- Goal 2 – Mary J., Cleatrice, Anne, Jim, Catherine 
- Goal 3 – Jason, Sebrena, David, Cynthia, Hillary 
- Goal 4 – Dawn, Chip, Sebrena, Chantal, Brian 
- Goal 5 – Jeff, Mary M., Alf, Kyle, Jason, Paula 
- Goal 6 – Cleatrice, Katie, Jim, Paula, Cynthia, Chip 
- Goal 7 – Darlene, Chip, Katie, Debra, Brian, Catherine 
- Goal 8 – Shannon, Anne, Mary J., Cynthia, Paula 

 
 Handout #17 –  SWD Advisory Council Membership   Steve Sparks 

- 15 or 16 AC member’s terms will be expiring in 2014.   
 

 Handout #18 –  SWD Advisory Council Annual Report (worksheet) 
- The Annual Report is a requirement. 
- The reports will be on the AC website. 
- These meetings are recorded and will be posted on the AC website. 
- We have council activities and department activities which cover most of 

the content pieces. 
 

 Handout #19 – Advisory Council for the Education of Students with 
Disabilities Annual Report, July 2012 – June 2013. 
- Moved the AC Members list to the front of the report. 
- On page six, Trend Data has been added.  Informational only. 
- Goal 1 – Inclusion 
- Goal 2 – Transition 
- Goal 3 – Assessments 
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- Goal 4 – Personnel 
- Goal 5 – Funding 
- Goal 6 – State and local communication 
- Goal 7 – Promote enhanced community communication – added an 

example of SPED Director Update. 
- Goal 8 – School-wide Positive Behavior Supports 

 
- Part Two – Statistical Information            Rachel Wilkinson 
- Number of Students with a Disability – This is our December census 

count which is run on December 1st of each school year. 
- Data is collected on students aged 3-21+, excluding those Functionally 

Delayed (FD) and Intellectually Gifted (IG). 
- This is a federal report and FD & IG are state disability categories. 
- While it’s interesting to see the data disaggregated by disability category, 

it might also be useful to have it broken down by grade, region, gender, 
race, or ethnicity.  Perhaps using the fact sheet (Handout #4) format 
might be beneficial. 

- Keep the longitudinal data and add the yearly detailed data. 
 
- Handout #19 (continued)          Steve Sparks 
- Things we don’t have in the report: Table of Contents; cover letter written 

by the Department of Education Assistant Commissioner and/or Council 
Chair; and recommendations or concerns section. 

- Need to add the recommendations or concerns section but can’t until the 
next fiscal year. 

- Add the web address to the member’s page. 
- The next report will include the trainings in 2013-2014 for RTI² and 

Instructionally Appropriate IEPs. 
 

New Business/Additional Items             Cynthia Cheshier 
 None 

 
Future Meeting Suggestions             Cynthia Cheshier 

 None 
 

 (Agenda items, meeting invitations, solicitation of input)  
 
Next Meeting Date: July 14, 2014 
    October 13, 2014 
 
Location:   Scarritt Bennett Center 
 
Adjourn 



  
 

 

Meeting Focus/Purpose To provide policy guidance with respect to Special Education and 
Related Services for children with disabilities in TN 

 
Welcome/Introductions        Cynthia Cheshier/Chair 
              
Announcements /Logistics         Chair  

 
Approval of Agenda         Chair 
 
Approval of Minutes         Chair 

 
Report from the Chairperson         Cynthia Cheshier 
(Membership update)           Steve Sparks /AC Liaison 
 
Public Comments 
    
 
TDOE Current Issues/Initiatives     Asst. Comm. Hassell 
 

RTI²/State Board Recommendation (AC Goal 8) A. C.  Hassell/  
Nathan Travis 

 
Instructionally Appropriate IEPs (AC Goal 1)    Tie Hodack/Nathan Travis 
 
Occupational Diploma Update (AC Goals 1 & 2)   Tie Hodack/Alison Gauld 
 
PARCC Accessibility and Accommodations (AC Goal 3)  Lori Nixon  
 
National Center & State Collaborative (NCSC) Update  
(AC Goal 3)         Lori Nixon 
 
OSEP & Results Driven Accountability  (AC Goal 7)    Steve Sparks 
(What is the RFI on RDA?)  
 
SWD Advisory Council Annual Report 12-13 (AC Goal 7)  Cynthia Cheshier  
(Assignment of members as “goals” leads review    Steve Sparks   
 and discussion of draft)                 Rachel Wilkinson 

 
 
 

Proposed Agenda 
April 14, 2014 

(Last meeting of FY14) 
10:00 a.m. 

Scarritt Bennett Conference Center 
1008 19th Avenue South, Nashville, TN 
     

   



Lunch (provided) 
 
 
New Business/Additional Items       Cynthia Cheshier 
 
  
Call for future meeting suggestions      Cynthia Cheshier 
(i.e. agenda items, meeting invitations, solicitation of input)  
 
 
Next Meeting          July 14, 2014 at 

Scarritt Bennett Center 
 

 
Adjourn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 















































STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES ADVISORY COUNCIL GOALS FOR 2013-14 (as of 05/01/2014) 

*Indicates Goal Group Leader 

 
Council Goal 1:  *Sebrena, Janelle, Jeff, Shannon 

Promote improved student learning / outcomes, including promoting inclusive 
educational services that meet the needs of all students, regardless of their 
abilities, and promote a sense of belonging and mutual respect for all students 
while affirming each student’s individuality. 
 

Council Goal 2:  *Mary J., Amy, Anne, Catherine, Cleatrice, Jim 
Promote expanded access and quality of services for students with disabilities 
(SWD) to better prepare them for transition into independent living, 
meaningful work or post-secondary education.  
 
Planned activities:  
Monitor state transition indicator  
 
Request presentations at Council meetings from transition services providers (ARC, Voc. Rehab, 
etc.) to better inform council members of available options-communicate with Gayle Feltner, 
TDOE, as needed.  
 
Add or update information on the State website for parents/students related to transition services.  

 
Council Goal 3:  *Jason, Cynthia, David, Hillary, Sebrena 

Promote the use of ongoing assessments and unique accommodations that 
will accurately evaluate SWD, providing consideration to their individual needs.  
 

Council Goal 4:  *Dawn, Brian, Chantal, Chip, Sebrena 
Promote increased quality and quantity of special educators, general 
educators, and paraprofessionals serving eligible children and youth with 
disabilities. 

 
Council Goal 5:  *Jeff, Alf, Jason, Kyle, Mary M., Paula 

Promote sufficient funding for special education services and encourage the 
equitable distribution and utilization of funds to promote best practices for 
students with special needs. 
 
Possible objectives for this goal could include: 

           Study the current State funding formulas to determine how they affect services.  
Review other State funding formulas and identify systems which merit replication. 
Encourage the adoption of funding formulas which align with student achievement in the 
most advantageous learning environments 

 
Council Goal 6:  *Cleatrice, Chip, Cynthia, Jim, Katie, Paula 

Promote improved use and application of State and local data related to 
special education to improve outcomes for students with disabilities. 
 

Council Goal 7:  *Darlene, Brian, Catherine, Chip, Debra, Katie 
Promote enhanced communication among the community, educators, the SEA 
and other stakeholders on special education services.  
 

Council Goal 8:  *Shannon, Anne, Cynthia, Mary J, Paula 
Encourage implementation of RTI² to promote positive behavior support 
including planning, collaboration, and development of best practices that create a 
positive learning environment and successful experiences for students with 
disabilities.   
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Members of Council in Attendance  TDOE Employees in Attendance 
Cynthia Cheshier, Chair  Joey Hassell, Assistant Commissioner 
Chip Fair, Vice-Chair  Steve Sparks, TDOE – AC Contact 
Alfred M. Hacker  Tabatha Siddiqi, TDOE – AC Contact 
Anne Robertson  Alison Gauld, TDOE 
Brian Brown  Allison Davey, TDOE 
Chantal Hess-Taylor  Bill Wilson, Office of General Council 
Dana Danner  Courtney Seiler, TDOE 
Darlene Walden  Debbie Owens, TDOE 
David Craig  Joann Lucero, TDOE 
Dawn Bradley  Lori Nixon, TDOE 
Hillary Sims  Luke Kohlmoos 
James Topp  Nathan Travis, TDOE 
Jason Vance  Rachel Wilkinson, TDOE 
Jeff Ker  Ryan Mathis, TDOE 
Katie Culberson  Theresa Nicholls, TDOE 
Kyle Hauth  Tie Hodack, TDOE 
Mary Johnson   
Mary Meador   
Sebrena St. John   
Shannon Taylor   
   
Members Not in Attendance  Visitors in Attendance 
Catherine Knowles  Loria Richardson 
Debra Lane  Ned Andrew Solomon 
Paula Brownyard  Sherry Wilds 
Rhonda Whitt  Susan Dalton 
   
 

 

Minutes 
January 13, 2014 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Scarritt Bennett Conference Center 
1008 19th Avenue South 

Nashville, TN 37212-2166 
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Welcome/Introductions         Cynthia Cheshier 
Chairperson  

Announcements / Logistics  
 Recognized new member – Hillary Sims.  Replacing Janelle Glover for 

Charter Schools. 
 Per the October 21, 2013 meeting, new council goals were voted in for 

two years. Starting today, everything we work on is for 2013-2014 and 
2014-2015.    

 Each Agenda item is now linked with a goal area. 
 Recommendation #1 – Make a copy of your goals and keep with your 

notes so you can relate presentations to your goal. 
 Recommendation #2 – Within a month after every AC meeting, email 

everyone on your goal committee so you’re compiling information for the 
Annual Report.  This will help support the department time frames. 

 Transition Summit is on February 10, 2014.  
 Conference is on February 11 through 13, 2014. 
 Future council meeting dates: April 14th, July 14th and October 13th. 
 Amy Murphy, an AC member, has taken a position out of the country. 
 Recommend #3 – Attend the SPED Conference. 

 
Meeting Focus/Purpose 
 
Approval of Agenda – Handout #1 
 Voted on and accepted 

 
Approval of Minutes - Handout #2 
 Voted on and accepted with no changes 

 
Report from the Chairperson 
 Covered in Announcements / Logistics 

 
Public Comments 
 None 

 
TDOE Current Issues/Initiatives   Assistant Commissioner 

Joey Hassell 
RTI² Update (AC Goal 8) 
 Handout #3 - a list of RTI² trainings which have occurred since June 27, 

2013. 
 Handout #4 – a list of district visits which have occurred since May 29, 

2014 
 
RTI² State Board of Education Recommendation (AC Goal 8) 
 Looking at a phase in of 9-12. 
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 Submitting to the State Board of Education, on January 31, 2014, a 
recommendation which will allow districts to phase-in RTI² implementation 
in grades 6-8 for the 2015-2016 year and phase-in high school in the 
2016-2017 year. 

 If approved by the State board, it will require districts to notify us when 
they are ready to move forward with that plan. 

 In January of 2014, we will give options to districts to provide information 
in regard to implementation in 2015-2016. 

 Handout #5 – This is a proposal that will mandate K-5 implementation, 
Math and Reading RTI on July 1, 2014, which is the current rule.  Then we 
will allow a phase-in for grades 6-8 and 9-12.  

 There is one noted change in regard to the Specific Learning Disability 
guideline.  The statement “The rate of progress is greater than his/her 
same age peers but the intensity of resources needed to obtain the rate of 
progress cannot be maintained in general education.” is being removed 
from the State Board language. 

 
Bullying and Harassment Report (AC Goal 1) 
 Handout #6 – Bullying and Harassment Compliance Report. This is the 

overall state review. 
 The 288 page link to the Bullying and Harassment Appendix, broken down 

by district:  
http://tn.gov/education/legal/doc/Bullying%20Compliance%20Report%20-
%20Appendix.pdf  

 
Discretionary Grant Update (AC Goal 5) 
 The deadline for school districts to apply for discretionary grants is 

January 24, 2014.  
 There are two discretionary grant opportunities for districts: Age 3-5, run 

by Gary Smith (Gary.X.Smith@tn.gov); and the 6-21, run by Allison Davey 
(Allison.Davey@tn.gov). 

 We plan to notify districts of their receipt of these grants by the end of April 
or the first of May. 

 An update on this process will be provided at the April AC Meeting. 
 

Guidance on Student Linkages for SPED Teachers              Luke Kohlmoos 
(AC Goals 3 & 6)        

 Update on linkages between SPED students and TVAAS calculations. 
 Last year, legislation was passed to include special education students in 

the growth scores for individual teachers. 
 When this legislation passed, we sent out guidance to teachers on how to 

“Claim” these SPED students. 
 “Claiming” is a logistical part of growth score calculations. 
 SPED teachers received a growth score for the first time. 
 Many K-2 teachers also received growth scores for the first time. 

http://tn.gov/education/legal/doc/Bullying%20Compliance%20Report%20-%20Appendix.pdf
http://tn.gov/education/legal/doc/Bullying%20Compliance%20Report%20-%20Appendix.pdf
mailto:Gary.X.Smith@tn.gov
mailto:Allison.Davey@tn.gov
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 An estimated 3000 more teachers received growth scores last year 
because of credited SPED teachers. 

 Majority of the feedback, from SPED teachers, was positive. 
 Handout #7 – DRAFT – Claiming Special Populations – Frequently Asked 

Questions. Review. 
 Visit to Sequatchie showed they are doing an exemplary job of inclusion 

and claiming. 
 A concern may be inclusion teachers’ attention may be taken away from 

SPED students in favor of regular education students. 
 Tier I and II are not missing out on Science and Social Studies and Tier III 

is minimal.   
 Why are Science and Social Studies isolated?  Because these subjects 

are just as important as Language and Math. 
 

Consolidated Planning and Monitoring Update          Debbie Owens 
(AC Goals 1, 4, 5 & 6)            New Director of Monitoring   
 

 Handout #8 - ePlan, an electronic online system which districts use to 
enter their plans and applications. It started in spring 2013. 

 Used for the main IDEA application, Part B and Preschool applications 
and all of the ESEA formula titles.  In 2014, we’re expanding it and adding 
programs. 

 School Plan Pilot will be available in spring 2014. 
 There will be regional work sessions.  Day one we will focus on questions 

regarding ESEA and day two will focus on IDEA questions. 
 The focus is on outcomes. 
 We are asking for volunteers, within the school districts, to pilot this 

consolidated monitoring tool. 
 We will be going to a few districts this spring, look at the process, have 

time to revise it this summer, and roll it out in the next school year. 
 

Annual Conference Update               Steve Sparks     
(AC Goals 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7 & 8)          

 Handout #9 – Conference Flyer. Conference dates: February 11 – 13, 
2014. 

 High School transition training on February 10th. 
 Everyone must register. 
 No reception. Lunch is on your own. 
 $10.00 parking discount. 
 Conference ends at 3:00 p.m. on February 13th. 
 Register soon. 
 Three Keynote Speakers: Mark Shin (National expert in regard to middle 

and high school RTI); Cicely Woodard (Metro teacher who spoke at the 
Governor’s announcement of our NAEP results): and Sandra Alberti 
(Common Core Specialist). 

 Commissioner Huffman will be joining us. 



 

Page 5 of 6 

 

 An app will be distributed for instructions on sessions.   
 The conference touches on almost all of the AC goals. 

 
Instructionally Appropriate IEPs        Tie Hodack 
(AC Goals 1 & 2) 

 Handout #10 – IEP Task Force Group Members 
 Last meeting will be February 3, 2014. 
 First task will be the manual or the “What!” 
 Next will be the implementation guide will be all the tools, used by 

professionals in the state, used for progress monitoring in each area of 
deficit. 

 Our expectation, by the end of February, it will be sent to our Vetter’s. 
 Start training at schools in March. 
 Handout #11 – Increasing Access for Students with Disabilities during 

General Education Core Instruction and Providing Students with Intensive 
Intervention in their specific area(s) of need. 

 Handout #12 – Tier II, Tier III or SPED Intervention: Core Instruction Plus 
a skill specific intervention. 

 The manual and implementation guide will be brought to the April AC 
meeting for vetting. 

 Webinar links will be included with the next SPED update. 
 Introduction to Alison Gauld, our new Behavior and Low Incidence 

Coordinator. 
 

Lunch (provided) 
 
EasyIEP Update                Nathan Travis 
(AC Goal 6) 

 The IEP data management contract, held currently by PCG, ends on June 
30, 2015. Need to start the competitive bidding process to name the next 
vendor for the following contract. 

 The RFP for the next data management contract will be out in the next few 
months.   

 Will need to name a vendor, for the next contract, by July 1, 2014. 
 There should be no concern about the possibility of a new vendor because 

the process is in place. 
 The initial evaluation timeline rule change will take effect January 29, 

2014. We’re moving from 40 school days to 60 calendar days. 
 

Isolation/Restraint Data Update/Review      Rachel Wilkinson 
(AC Goal 1) 

 Handout #13 - House Bill No. 1336 – Incidents of Isolation/Restraint.  
Review. 

 Background about the Bill – amended the language in one of the codes to 
rethink all records of isolation and restraint, count the number of incidents, 
the number of school personnel involved who were trained or not trained, 
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number of injuries, deaths or damage which may have occurred, the 
timeliness of parent notification, the demographic information about the 
students in isolation or restraint incidents to determine if perhaps there 
was just a portion of representation in that area. 

 District reporting will be semi-annually. (December and June)    
 May be releasing this data by LEA and then by school within the LEA. 
 There will be an AC update by the July meeting.  

 
Annual Performance Report (APR) Review and Input           Steve Sparks 
(AC Goals 1 & 2)             & Gayle Feltner 
 

 Handout #14 - SWD Advisory Council: Stakeholder Input for the FFY12 
Annual Performance Report – Indicators 13 and 14. 

 Indicator 13 – Compliance Indicator because it’s 100%. 
 Indicator 14 – Performance Indicator because it’s exit data. 
 18% of student reporters are in high education. (four year school) 
 34% of student reporters are in competitive employment. 
 66% of student reporters are employed or in a school setting. 
 34% of student reporters are not engaged in anything. 
 52% of students responded to the survey. 
 If an IEP is missing one of the Plan Components, the IEP is not compliant. 
 The IEP will drive the student’s course of study through high school. 

 
New Business/Additional Items        Cynthia Cheshier 

 Many of the AC member terms are ending in the next few months.  You 
will be receiving an email from Steve Sparks asking if you are interested in 
being re-appointed. 

 
Future Meeting Suggestions        Cynthia Cheshier 

 None 
 

 (Agenda items, meeting invitations, solicitation of input)  
 
Next Meeting Date: April 14, 2014 
 
Location:   Scarritt Bennett Center 
 
Adjourn 
 



6.76% 

0.02% 

31.57% 

0.08% 
1.27% 

0.82% 
1.41% 

0.69% 

1.79% 
0.03% 

55.03% 

0.17% 

0.35% 

Disability % 
AUTISM DEAF-BLINDNESS
DEVELOPMENTAL DELAY EMOTIONAL DISTURBANCE
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Grade Student Count 
1 3 
2 1 
K 4884 
P3 2796 
P4 4899 
Grand Total 12583 

Environment 

Attend Regular Early Childhood 
Program at Least 10 Hrs/Week - 
Receiving Services in EC Loc. 

1057 

Attend Regular Early Childhood 
Program at Least 10 Hrs/Week - 
Receiving Services in Other Loc. 

9300 

Attend Regular Early Childhood 
Program Less than 10 Hrs/Week - 
Receiving Services in EC Loc. 

2 

Attend Regular Early Childhood 
Program Less than 10 Hrs/Week - 
Receiving Services in Other Loc. 

11 

Home 48 
Separate Class 1730 
Separate School 143 
Residential Facility 2 
Service Provider Location 290 
Grand Total 12583 

Disability Category Student Count 
 

Autism 851 
Deaf-Blindness 2 
Developmental Delay 3973 
Emotional Disturbance 10 
Hearing Impairments 160 
Intellectual Disability 103 
Multiple Disabilities 177 
Orthopedic Impairments 87 
Other Health Impairments 225 
Specific Learning Disabilities 4 
Speech/Language 
Impairments 6925 

Traumatic Brain Injury 22 
Visual Impairments 44 
Grand Total 12583 

Gender Student Count 
F 3864 
M 8719 
Grand Total 12583 

Total by Grade 

   

Total by Environment 

Statewide SWD Population Data (as of 12/1/13) 
Ages 3-5 

Total by Disability 

Total by Gender 
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Disability % 
AUTISM
DEAF-BLINDNESS
DEVELOPMENTAL DELAY
EMOTIONAL DISTURBANCE
HEARING IMPAIRMENTS
INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY
MULTIPLE DISABILITIES
ORTHOPEDIC IMPAIRMENTS
OTHER HEALTH IMPAIRMENTS
SPECIFIC LEARNING DISABILITIES
SPEECH OR LANGUAGE IMPAIRMENTS
TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY
VISUAL IMPAIRMENTS

    

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade Student Count 
1 9269 
2 9871 
3 10448 
4 10712 
5 11010 
6 10529 
7 10162 
8 9396 
9 9605 
10 8428 
11 7287 
12 7487 
K 3038 
1 – Trans. 12 
P3 21 
P4 44 
Grand Total 117319 

Environment Student Count 
Correctional Facilities 72 
Homebound/Hospital 800 
Inside reg. class 40%-79% of day 23528 
Inside reg. class 80% or more of 
day 77630 

Inside reg. class less than 40% of 
day 13214 

Parentally Placed in Private 
School 952 

Residential Facility 188 
Separate School 935 
Grand Total 117319 

Disability Category Student Count 
Autism 7139 
Deaf-Blindness 7 
Developmental Delay 5078 
Emotional Disturbance 3112 
Hearing Impairments 1295 
Intellectual Disability 7354 
Multiple Disabilities 2030 
Orthopedic Impairments 608 
Other Health Impairments 14928 
Specific Learning Disabilities 48607 
Speech/Language 
Impairments 
 

26244 

Traumatic Brain Injury 313 
Visual Impairments 604 
Grand Total 117319 

Gender Student Count 
F 39555 
M 77764 
Grand Total 117319 

Statewide SWD Population Data (as of 12/1/13) 
Ages 6-21 

Total by Grade Total by Environment Total by Disability 

Total by Gender 
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