Title 62 Professions, Businesses and Trades
Chapter 18 Land Surveyors
* Part 1 Land Surveyor General Provisions

62-18-101. Registration requirement. -

- (@) In order to safeguard the life, health or property of the public, the practice of land
surveying in this state is declared to be subject to regulation in the public interast.

(b) It is unlawful for any person to practice or offer to practice land surveying in the state
or to use in conhection with the person's name or otherwise assume or advertise any title or
_description tending to convey the impression that the person is a land surveyor, unless the
person has been duly registered or exempted under this chapter.

HISTORY: Acts 1968, ch, 207, § 1; T.C.A., § 62-1801.

62-18-102. Chapter definitions.
- As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires:

(1) "Board" means the state board of examiners for land surveyors, provided for by this
chapter; ' '

(2) "Land surveyor” means a person who Is engaged in the practice of land surveylng;

(3) "Practice of land surveying” means any service of work, the adequate performance of
which involves the application of special knowledge of the principles of mathematics, the
related physical and applied sciences and the relevant requirements of law for adequate
evidence to the act of measuring and locating lines, angles, elevations, natural and man-
made features in the air, on the surface of the earth, within underground workings and on
. the beds of bodies of water for the purpose of determining areas and volumes, for the
" monumenting of property boundaries and for the piatting and layout of lands and -
subdivisions of land, including the topography, drainage, alignment and grades of streets,
-and for the preparation and perpetuation of maps, records, plats, field notes, records and

property descriptions that represent these surveys; and

(4) A person shall be construed to ';practice or offer to 'pract!ce" land surveylng within the
meaning and intent of this chapter, who:

(A) Engages in land suNeylng;



1

(B) By verbal claim, sign, letterhead, card or in any other way represents that the person is
a land surveyor; or

{C) Represents that the person is able to perform land surveying In this state.

. HISTORY: Acts 1969, ch. 207, § 2; 1979, ch. 97, § 1; T.C.A., § 62-1802,

62-18-103. Establishment of boerd ~- Professional ni'embe_rs.

(a) (1) To carry out the provisions of this chapter, there Is hereby created a state board of
examiners for tand surveyors, This board shall consist of three (3) members to be appointed
by the governor under the conditions described as follows: initially the governor shall '
appoint on the board three (3) land surveyors, qualified as herein required, one (1) of

‘whom shall come from each of the three (3) grand divisions, designating one (1) of those

persons to serve for a period of two {(2) vears, one (1) for a period of four (4) years and one
(1) for a period of six {6) years. :

(2) Shortly before the expiration of the term of each member a successor shall be
appointed from the same grand division. :

{3) The term of office of all members shall begin on July 1 following their appointment; , B
except those appointed to fill vacancies, but each member shall hold office until a successor ,

is appointed and qualified.
(4) Each appoinfment after the first shall be for a period of six (6) years.

{b) The board is attached for administrative purposes to the division of regulatory boards in
the department of commerce and insurance. :

{(¢) (1) Appeintments to the board may be made by the governor from llsts of qualified B
nominees submitted by interested land surveyor groups, including, but not limited to, the -

- Tennessee Association of Professional Surveyors. The lists shail be submitted at least sixty

(60) days before the expiration of any term or, in the case of vacancies occurring during
terms of office, within thirty (30) days following the occurrence of the vacancy. The
governor shall consult with such interested groups to determine qualified persons to fill the

positions.
(2) In making appointments to the board under the authority of this section or under the

authority of § 62-18-104, the governor shall strive to ensure that at least one (1) person
serving on the board is sixty (60) years of age or older and that at least one (1) person

- serving on the board is a member of a racial mmorsty

{d) (1) The three (3) members of the board shall each have had at Ieast ten (10) years'
expertence in the practice of land surveying and shall have been in responsible charge of

wark for at least five (5) vears. .

- {2) Each member of the board shall be a citizen of the United States and shall have been a

resident of this state for five (5) years at the time of appointment, and shall be at least -
thirty-flve (35} .years of age.



{(e) The governor may remove any member of the board for misconduct, incapacity or
neglect of duty.

HISTORY: Acts 1969, ch. 207, §8 3, 4; impi. am, Acts 1971, ch. 137, § 1; Acts 1973, ch. 89, § 1,
1977, ch. 73, § 1; 1978, ch, 906, § 25; 1979, ch. 21, § 2; T.C.A., § 62-1803; Acts 1988, ch. 1013, §

33; 2012, ch. 795, § 1.

62-18-104. Public member.

In addition to appointments made pursuant to § 62-18-103, the board shall also consist of
one (1) member who shall be appointed by the governor for a six-year term, each term to
begin on July 1 and who shall not be engaged in the practice of land surveying. The member
shall be a resident of this state and shall possess good moral character,

HISTORY: Acts 1979, ch, 21, § 2; T.C.A., § 62-1804; Acts 1983, ch. 257, § 1.

62-18-105. Board members' certificates -- Legal services -- Seal.

(a) Each member of the board shall receive a certificate of appointment from the governor
and, before beginning the member's térm of office, shall file with the secretary of state the

constitutional cath of office.

~ (b} No one, except a person appointed pursuant to § 62-18-104, shall be efigible for
membershlp on the board who does not at the time hold an unexpired certificate to practice .

land surveying issued under this chapter.

{c) The board or any committeé of the board shall be entitled to the services of an attorney

general in connection with the affairs of the board, and the board shall have power to
compel the attendance of witnesses, may administer oaths and may take testimony

concerning matters within its jurisdiction.

(d) The board shall adopt and have an official seal, which shall be affixed to all certificates
of registration granted, and shall make all bylaws and rules not inconsistent with the law in

performing its duty.

HISTORY: Acts 1969, ch. 207, § 5; 1979, ch. 21, § 3; T.C.A., § 62-1805.

62-18-106. Board meetings -- Officers -- Rules.
(a) (1) The board shall hold at least ane (1) regular meeting each year,

(2} Special meetings shall be held'at such times as the bylaws of the board may provide,

- (3) Notice of all meetings shall be given in the manner that the bylaws of the board may .

provide, .



(4) The board shall elect annually from its members a chair and vice éhair.
(5) A quorum of the board shall consist of a simple majofity of the members,

(b) The director of the division of regulatory boards in the department of commerce and
insurance or the director's designee shall serve as secretary for the board.

{c) The board shall, in compliance with the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act,
compiled in title 4, chapter 5, promulgate rules and regulations that Incorporate and
~establish minimum acceptable standards of practice for licensed land surveyors.

(d) The board has the authority to establish continuing educational requli'ements and
standards for land surveyors. Any rules promulgated to effect this subsection (d) shall be
promulgated in compliance with the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, compiled in title

4, chapter 5,

(e) Any continuing education requirements established pursuant to this chapter shall
provide that persons practicing land surveying who were born prior to January 1, 1928,
shall be exempt from complying with continuing education standards and requirements,

HISTORY: Acts 1969, ch. 207, § 6; 1976, ch. 906, § 26; 1979, ch. 21, § 4 T.CA, § 62-1806; Acts
1991, ch. 6, § 1; 1996, ch. 783, § 1; 1998, ch. 754, § 1; 2000, ch. 652, § 1.

62-18-107. Deposlt of fees -- Operating funds.

(a) The secretary of the board shall receive and accoLmt for all moneys derived under this
chapter and shali deposit.the moneys into the state treasury as provided by law. ‘

'(b) Financial operation of the board shall be govei'ned by existinc_j laws and financial
practices of this state. '

(c) All expenses certified by the board as properly and necessarily incurred in the discharga
of its duties, including authorized compensation and the necessary expenses incident to
cooperation with like boards of other states, shall be paid on the warrant of the

' commissioner of finance and administration issued on requisitions signed by the chair and

secretary of the board.

(d) Funds received under this chapter shall be subject to allotment by the comfnissioner,
and no expenditures shall be made by the board out of fees collected by it unless and until
the allotments have been made by the commissioner under §§ 4-3-1006, 9-6~1G1 ~- 9-6-

106 and 9-6-108 -- 9-6-114, Inclusive, -

HISTORY: Acts 1969, ch. 207, § 7; 1972, ch. 578, § 1; 1576, ch. 806, § 1(106); 1978, ch. 906, §
27; T.CA., § 62-1807; Acts 1984, ch. 676, § 10. .



62-18-108. Records,

(a) The board shall keep a record of its proceedings and register of all applicants for
registration, showing for each the date of application, name, age, educational and other
qualifications, place of business and place of residence, whether or not an examination was
- required and whether the applicant was rejected or a certificate of registration granted, and

the date of such action.

(b) The books and register of the board shall be prima facie evidence of all matters
recorded in the books and register. :

~{€) A roster showing the names and places of business and of residence of all registered
tand surveyors shall be prepared by the secretary of the board each year. The roster may .
be printed out of the funds of the board as provided in § 62-18-107. :

HISTORY: Acts 1969, ch. 207, § 8; 1975, ch. 165, § 12; 1978, ch. 906, § 28; T.C.A.,, § 62-1808;
Acts 1983, ch. 257, §§ 2, 3; 2001, ch. 261, § 3.

62-18-109. Applications for registration.

(a) (1) The board shall consider and evaluate a land surveyor applicant's qualifications
‘based upon: : ‘

(A) The applicant's education, technical, and land surveying experience;
(B) Exhibits of land surveying projects with which the ap{)licant has been associated;

(C) Recommendations and character references; and

(D} The payment by the applicant of a fee set by the board in accordance with § 62-18-125
with the approval of the commissioner of commerce and insurance.,

(2) The board shall, in proper cases as authorized In this chapter, issue a certificate of
registration as a land surveyor to any person whe submits evidence satisfactory to the

board that the person is fully qualified to practice land surveying.

(3) A land surveyor applicant's qualifications may be reviewed at an interview if the board
determines it necessary. '

(4) Educationai credit for institute courses, correspondence courses, or other courses shall
be determined by the board. : '

{(5) No pers‘t_an shall be eligible far registration who!

(A) Does not have a high school education diploma or a general equivalency diploma
(GED[(R)); | | |

(B) boes not speak and write the English language; or

(€) Is not of good character and repute,



{b) The following shall be consndered as the minimum evidence satlsfactory to the board
that the applicanit meets the qualifications of a professlonal land surveyor:

(1) To be certified as a land surveyor intern (PLSIT), an applicant shall:
(A) Make a complete application to the board:
(B) Be of good character and reputation:

(C) Submit three (3) character references to the board, one (1} of whom Is a
professional land surveyor;

(D) Comply with the requirements of this chapter;
(E) Pass th‘e Fundamentals of Land Surveying examination; and

{F) Satisfy one (1) of the foI!owmg requirements related to education and
experience:

(i) Obtain a baccalaureate degree from a surveymg or surveying technoiogy
curriculum of four (4) or more years, approved by the board;

(ii) Obtain a baccalaureate degree from a science, englneermg or technology
curriculum of four (4) or more years related to the practice of land surveying,
approved by the board, with a minimum of twenty-four (24) semaester hours
_of board-approved coursework in the surveying sclences;

-(iii) Obtain a baccalaureate degree from & non- surveymg related curriculum
of four {4) of more years, approved by the board, plus an additional thirty-six
(36) semester hours of board- approved coursework in the surveying sciences;

(Iv) Obtaln an associate degree in surveying technolegy or a related sclence,
engineering or technical field, approved by the board, with a minimum of
thlrty (30) semester hours of bodard-approved coursework in the surveying
sciences, a record of four (4) vears of progressive practical experience, two
(2) years of which shall have been under the direct supervision of a practicihg

professional land surveyor; or

(v) Obtatn a high school education diploma or a general equivalency diploma
(GED[(R)]) with a record satisfactory to the board of ten (10) years of .
progressive practical experience, six (6) years of which shall have been under
‘the direct supervision of & practicing. professional land surveyor;

(2) To be licensed as a professional land surveyor, an applicant shall:
(A) Make a complete application to the board;

{B) Be of good character and reputation;

(€) Submit five (5) character references to the board, three (3) of whom are
professional land surveyors or individuals acceptable to the board and who have -

personal knowledge of the applicant's land: surveying experience;



(D) Comply with the requirements of this chapter; and
(E) Satisfy one (1) of the following reqﬁifemen_ts:

(i) Obtain a baccalaureate degree from a surveying or surveying technolagy
curriculum of four (4) or more years, approved by the board, and a record
satisfactory to the board of two (2) years of progressive practical experlence -
after the applicant passes the Fundamentals of Land Surveying examination,
one (1) year of which shall have been in responsible charge of duties
performed under a practicing professional land surveyor. An applicant who
passes the Principles and Practice of Land Surveying examination and the
Tennessee State Jurisdictional examination shall be granted licensure as a
professional land surveyor;

(I} Obtain a baccalaureate degree from a science, engineering or technology
curriculum of four (4) or more years related to the practice of land surveying,
approved by the board, with a minimum of twenty-four {24) semester hours
of board-approved coursework in the surveying sciences, and a record
satisfactory to the board of two (2) years of progressive practical experience
after the applicant passes the Fundamentals of Land Surveying examination,
‘one (1) vear of which shall have been In responsible charge of duties
performed under a practicing professional land surveyor. An applicant who -
passes the Principles and Practice of Land Surveying examination and the
 Tennessee State Jurisdictional examination shall be granted licensure as a*

professional land surveyor;

{iii) Obtain a baccalaureate degree from a non-surveying refated curriculum

- of four (4} or more years, approved by the board, plus an additional thirty-six
(36} semester hours of board-approved coursework in the surveying sciences,
and a recard satisfactory to the board of two (2) vears of progressive
practical experience after the applicant passes the Fundameantals of Land
Surveying examination, one (1) year of which shall have been in responsible.

. charge of duties under a practicing professional land surveyor. An applicant
who passes the Principles and Practice of Land Surveying examination and the
Tennessee State Jurisdictional examination shall be granted licensure as a

professional land surveyor;

(iv) Obtain an associate degree in surveying technology or a related science,
engineering or technical field approved by the board with a minimuem of thirty
{30) semester hours of board-approved coursework In the surveying sciences,
and a record satisfactory to the board of four (4) years of progressive
practical experience, three (3) years of which shall have been in responsible
charge of duties performed under a practicing professional land surveyor if
the applicant passes the Fundamentals of Land Surveying examination on or
before June 30, 2016, or if the applicant does not pass the Fundamentals of
Land Surveying on or before June 30, 2016, a record satisfactory to the board
of six {6) years of progressive practical experience after the applicant passes
the Fundamentals of Land Surveying examination, four (4) years of which
shall have been in responsible charge of duties under a practicing professional
land surveyor. An applicant who passes the Princlples and Practice of Land ,
Surveying examination and the Tennessee State Jurisdictional examination —
shall be granted licensure as a professional land surveyor; or



(v) Comply with the requlrements of subdl\nsmn (bY(1)(F){v) as approved by -
the board and pass the Fundamentals of Land Surveying examination on or .
‘before June 30, 2017, or if the applicant does not pass the Fundamentals of
Land Survey;ng examination on or before June 30, 2017, obtain six (6) years
of progressive practical experience which shall have been in responsible
charge of the dutles performed under a professional land surveyor after the
applicant passes the Fundamentals of Land Surveying examination, plus an
additional twelve (12) hours of board-approved coursework in the surveying

- sclences. An applicant who passes the Principles and Practice of Land
Surveying examination and the Tennessee State Jurisdictional examination
shall be granted licensure as a professional land surveyor.

HISTORY Acts 1969, ch. 207, § 9; 1972, ch. 578, §2 1877, ch, 182, § 1; T.C.A., § 62-1809; Acts
1983, ch. 257, § 4; 1985, ch. 147, §§ 1-3; 1986, ch 545, §§ 1, 2; 1997, ch. 270, §§1 -3; 2014, ch.

714,51,

62-18-110. Reciprocity.

- Any applicant may, In the absence of disqualifying evidence, be deemed by the board to be
fully qualified to practice land surveying if the applicant holds a llke unexpired certificate of
registration issued to the applicant after examination by proper authority in the District of
Columbia or in any state or territory in the United States in which the examination and -
requireaments for the reglstratlon of land surveyors are of a standard satisfactory to the

board

, HISTORY: Acts 1969, ch. 207, _§ 10; T.C.A., § 62-1810.

62-18-111. New evidence -- Prerequisites for third examination.

{a) Applicants for registration in cases where the evidence originally presented in the
application does not appear to the board conclusive or as warranting the issuance of a
certificate may present further evidence, which may include the results of a required
examinatlon, for the consideration of the board.

(b) Any applicant who fails the examination twice shall not be admitted to another
examination unless the applicant demonstrates to the board’s satisfaction that the applicant

has diligently studied the subjects ¢overed on the examination,

HISTORY: Acts 1969, ch, 207, § 10; T.C.A, § 62-_1810; Acts 1983, ch. 257, § 5.

62—18-112. Determination of qualifications -~ Fee retained in case of rejection.

(a) In determining the qualifications of applicants for registraticn as land surveyor, a
majority vote of the members of the board is required.

(b) in case the board denies the issuance of a certificate to an apphcant the reglstration
fee deposited shall be retained by the board as an examlnation fea.

HISTORY: Act’s 1969, ch. 207, § 10; T.C.A., § 62-1811,



62-18-113. Expiration date of certificates.

Certificates of reglistration expire on December 31 of each odd-numbered year and are
fnvalid after that date uniess renewed. It is the sole responsibility of any person registered
as a land surveyor to renew the person's registration on or before the date of its expiration.

HISTORY: Acts 1969, ch. 207, § 10; T.C.A., § 62-1812; Acts 1998, ch. 676, § 1; 2001, ch. 77, § 1.
62-18-114, Notice of expiration -*-Renewal.

(a) The board shali notify each person registered under this chapter of the date of
expiration of the person's certificate and the amount of the fee required for its renewal. The
notice shall be sent at least suxty {60) days in advance of the expiration of the certificate.

{b) It is the responsibility of any person registered under this chapter to notify the board, in
writing, of any change of address. Persons registered under this chapter may notify the

board by e-mail of a change in their address.

(c) Certificates of registration shall be subject to late renewal for a period of one (1) year
following their expiration date by payment of the renewal fee, plus a penalty in an amount
set by the board, for each month or fraction of a manth that elapses before payment is
received. Any person whose registration has expired for more than one (1)} year shall make
applicatlon for registration; provided, that the board may, in lis discretlon waive any

further examination of such an applicant.

HISTORY: Acts 1943, ch. 207 § 10, 1971, ch. 86, § 1; 1977, ch. 182, § 2; T.C.A,, § 62-1813; Acts
1983, ch. 257, § 6; 1985, ch. 147, § 4; 1989, ch, 360, § 9; 1990, ch. 1026, § 41; 1998 ch, 676, § 2;

2001, ¢ch, 77, § 2.

62-18-115. Investlgatlons and prosecutions,

Itis the duty of the board to inquire into the identity of any person claimmg to be a land
surveyor and to prosecute any person viclating this chapter.

HISTORY: Acts 19689, ch. 207, § 10; T.C.A., § 62-1814.

62-18-116. Deniai suspension or revocation of certificate -~ Disciplinary action. __
(a) (1) The board may refuse to Issue a certificate of registration, may revoke, suspend or
refuse to renew a cértificate of registration or may take other lawful disciplinary action
against any land surveyor registered under this chapter for any of the following causes:.
(A) Any fraud or deceit in obtalning a certificate of registration;

(B) Any incompetency, misconduct or gross negligence in the practice of land surveying; ‘

(C) Any violation of this chapter or of any rules duly adopted under this chapter;

{D) Any failure to comply with the minimum acceptable standards of practice established
pursuant to § 62-18-106(¢);



- (E) Any conviction in a court of competent Jjurisdiction of a felony; or

(F) Any revocation, suspension, disciplinary action or voluntary surrender of a license or
certificate of registration to practice land surveying in any 3ur|sdlct|on

(2) Any person may prefer charges against any fand surveyor registered under this chapter
on any of the grounds in subdivision (a)(1). The charges shall be in writing, sworn to by the
complainant, and shall specifically state the factual basis for the charges

(3) Subdlvfswn (a)(2) shall not be construed to preciude the board from filing charges
against a land surveyar.on its own meftion.

(b) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to negate the right of any person,
partnership, firm, joint stock association or corporation from appealing to the civil courts for

rellef,

(c) The affirmative vote of a majority of the members of the board shall be necessary in
order to revoke the certificate of registration of any land surveyor registered under this
chapter or to relssue a certificate of registration to any person whose certificate has been

_revoked. . .

{d) The board shali notify the registar of deeds of each county that would likely be affected
by the revocation or suspension of a certificate of reglstratron or the relssuance of a revoked

or suspended certificate of registration.

HISTORY: Acts 1969, ch. 207, § 11; 1980, ch. 451, § 5; T.C.A,, §62 ~1815; Acts 1983, ch. 257, §§
7, 8; 1998, ch, 676, §5 3-5.

62-18-117. Replacement of lost or destroyed certificates.

A new certificate of registration to replace any certificate lost, destroyed or mutilated may
" be Issued, subject to the rules and regulations of the board. A charge of fifty dollars
($50 00), or such other amount as set by the board, shall be made for reissuance.

HISTORY: Acts 1969, ch. 207, § 11; T.C.A., § 62-1816; Acts 1990, ch, 1026, § 24; 1998,
ch. 676, § 6.

62-18-118, Certificate as evidence.

The Issuance of a certificate of registration by this board shall be evidence that the person .
named in the certificate is entitled to all the rights and privileges of a land surveyor while

the certlf‘cate remains unreveked or unexplred

HISTORY: Acts 1969, ch. 207, § 12; T.C.A., § 62-1817.

62-18-119. Seal of registfant.

{a) Each registrant under this chapter shall, upon registration, obtain a seal of the design
authorized by the board, bearing the registrant's name and the legend "Reglstered Land

Surveyor,”



(b} Maps, plats, surveys or ather documents issued by a registrant shall be stamped with
the seal during the life of the registrant’s certificate, but it is unlawful for anyone to stamp
or seal any documents with the seal after the certificate of the registrant named on the
c,ertificaéte has expired or has been revoked, unless the certificate has been renewed or .

. reissued.- . .

(€) (1) No surveyor shali affix a seal or stamp to any document that has not been prepared
by that surveyor or under that surveyor's individual supervision. -

(2) The survey used in making plats must be made by the surveyor or the surveyor's
employees or members of a partnership, firm or joint stock association of which the
surveyor is a member, and the surveyor affixing the surveyor's seal to the survey must be
- in responsible charge of those making the surveys in such assoctation with the surveyor.,

(d) The board may adopt rules and regulations pertaining to the affixing to and
endorsement of the registrant's seal on su rveying documents that may be necessary to

- implement compliance with this section.

HISTORY: Acts 1969, ch. 207, § 12; 1973, ch. 89, § 2; T.C.A.,, § 62-1818.

62-18-120, Violations.
.{a) A person commits a Class C misdemeanor who:

' (1) Presents or attempts to file as that person's own the certificate of registration of
another; -

(2} Gives forged or willfully false evidence of any kind to the board or any member of the
board for the purpose of obtaining a certificate;

(3) Falsely impersonates any other practitioner; or
(4) Uses or attempts to use an expired or revoked certificate of registration.

{b) Any person who practices or offers to practice land surveying in this state fn'violation of
this chapter commits a Class C misdemeanor. Each day of violation constitutes a separate

offense,

() A person shall be construed to practice, or offer to practice, land surveying who, by
verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card or any other way, represents the person
to be a land surveyor, with or without qualifying adfectives, or through the use of some
other title implies that the person is a land surveyor,

(d)'The grand jurles of the state are given inquisitorial power over all violations of this
chapter, and the judges of the courts shall give inquisitorial power in their charges to the

grand juries, _

{e) It is the duty of the members of the board to report any violations of this chapter to the
proper authorities. . . ,

(f) "Person,” as used in this section, includes firms and corporations.



e, o

_professionally, for the surveys.

(g) Prosecutions for any person who practices or offers to practice land surveying in this
state in violation of this chapter shall be commenced within four (4) years next after the

offense has been committed.

HISTORY: Acts 1969, ch. 207, § 13; T.C.A., § 62-1819; Acts 1985, ch. 146, § 2; 1989, ch. 591, §
113, :

62-18-121. [Repealed.]
62-18-122, Business assaciations -- Personal liabllity.

(a) The right to engage in the practice of land surveying shali be deemed a perscnal rlght,
based upon the qualifications of the individual, evidenced by the individual's registration
certificate and shall not be transferable. _ :

(b} Any registered land surveyor may practice the profession through the medium of, or as
a member or as an employee of, a partnership, firm, joint stock association or corporation ;
provided, that all surveys are signed and stamped with the signature and seal of the
registered land surveyor in responsible charge. - : :

(c) The registered land surveyor signing and sealing surveys Is responsible, persenally and
HISTORY: Acts 1969, ch. 207, § 15; 1979, ch. 97, § 2; T.C.A., § 62-1821.

62-18-123. Hearings and judicial review.

The Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5, governs ali
matters and procedures respecting the hearing and judicial review of any.contested case

arising under this chapter. . :

HISTORY: Acts 1980, ch. 451, § 11; T.C.A.,, § 62-1823.

62-18-124. Right-of-entry -~ Liability -- Notice to lJandowners -- Injunctions.

(a) A professional land surveyor, the professional land surveyor's agents, employees and

personnel under the professional land surveyor's supervision, may go on, over and upon the _ —
lands of others when necessary to perform surveys for the location of property corners, . .
boundary lines, rights-of-way and easements, and, in so doing, may carry with them their

customary equipment and vehicles.

(b) A professional land surveyor, the professional land surveyor's agents, employees and
personnel under the professional land surveyot's supervision entering the lands of others
under the right granted by siibsection (a), and doing no unnecessary injury, are liable only
for the actual damage done, and, if sued in such case, the plaintiff shall recover only as _

much costs as damages.

(c) Nothing in this section shall be construed as giving authority to a professional land
surveyor, the professional land surveyor's agents, employees or persennel under the
professional land surveyor's supervision to destroy, injure, damage or move anything on the
lands of another without the written permission of the landawner, and nothing In this



section shall be construed as removing civil liability for such damage,

(d) A licensed land surveyor during the conduct of a boundary survey where there is - .
discovered, or reasonably should have baen discovered, any major apparent discrepancy as
defined by the board between the deed descriptions of adjoiners, evidence of use or
possession not consistent with deed descriptions or otherwise has notice that there is an
adverse claim across a boundary, shall notify the affected adjoiners. Notice to nonresident
or absentee owners will be by mall to the current address used for mafling property tax
notices. In cases in which the landowner does not reside on the property, reasonable effort
shall mean notification by certified mail, - : .

{e) No owner or occupant of the land shail be liable for any injury or damage sustained by
any person entering upon the land under this section. '

(f} Injunctive relief may be had against a fandowner restricting entry to the landowner's
land in violation of this section by petition addressed to the circuit or chancery court of the
division in which the violation is alleged to have occurred.

HISTORY: Acts 1984, ch..934, §§ 2-5; 2000, ch. 930, § 1.

62-18-125. Schedule of fees.

(a) The board shall establish a schedule of fees for the following categories:

'(1) Examination fee;
(2) Licensing fée; and
_(3) Renewal fee.

(b) The board shall, in complliance with the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act,
‘compiled in title 4, chapter 5, promulgate necessary rules and regulations to establish the

schedule of fees authorized by this section.

HISTORY: Acts 1985, ch. 147, § 5; 1989, ch. 523, § 157.

62-18-126. Nonmonumentation procedures authorized as closing or loan surveys.

Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, all limited nonmonumentation procedures or
practices, such as mortgage loan Inspections, mortgage loan certificates, mortgage title
Inspections and Improvement loan certificates, shall be authorized as closing or loan

surveys,

. HISTORY: Acts 1990, ch. 1026, § 66.

62-18-127. Duty to research_corﬁmon boundaries.

A professional land surveyor shall search the land records of the land to be surveyed filed in
the register of deeds office and obtain the deeds of record of all the adjoining landowners as
it pertains to the common boundaries. The professional land surveyor shall have the '



additional responsibility to utilize documents of public record or unrecorded documents or
plats supplied to the surveyor at the time of the survey to resolve any discrepancies
between the subject land and any adjoining lands. Evidence found from these sources shall
be carefully compared with that located or found in the field survey in order to aid in the
establishment of the original boundaries of the land being surveyed. It is not the intent of
this section to require the professional land surveyor to research the title or encumbrances

on the land involved. :

HISTORY: Acts 2004, ch. 520, § 1.

62-18-128. Retiring license -- Reinstatement -- Retirement of license no bar to
disciplinary action — Nontransferable.

(a) Any licensee may retire the licensee's license by submitting a form prescribed by the
board accompanied by the current active license certificate and a fee of twenty-five dollars
($25.00). Upon receipt of an acceptable application to retire, the board shall issue a retired
license certificate to the surveyor, The holder of a retired license shall not be entitled to
practice as a surveyor unless the licensee is reinstated in accordance with subsection {c).

(b) Any licensee who is not engaged In work or activities that require a surveyor's license

may apply for a retired license.

(<) A retired license may be reinstated by submitting an application acceptable to the
board, by paying the full renewal fee for an active license and by fuifilling aill other
requirements of this chapter, including, but not limited to, successfully completing all

examination requirements. :

(d) The retired status of-a license shall not bar any disciplinary action by the board against
a licensee for any of the causes provided in this chapter.

(¢) No retired license is transferable.

{f) The board is authorized to promulgate rules and regulations to effectuate the purposes
of this section. Al such rules and regulations shall be promulgated in accordance with the

Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5.

HISTORY: Acts 2010, ch. 1139, §§ 1, 3/
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" Amendment to rule 0,820-01-.65_ filed Jan uéry 28, 1876; effective February 27, 1976,
Original rules 0820-01-.11 through 0820-01 -13 filed Januéry 28, 1976, effective February 27, 1976.
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Repeal of chapter 0820-01 and new chapter 0820-01 filed November ‘{8 1985, effective February 12,
1988,

Amendment to rule 0820-01-.05 filed November 15, 1881; effective Decamber 30, 1991.

Amendments to rules 0820-01-.01 through 0820-01-.03, 0820-01-.06, 0820-03-02 through 0820-03-. 08
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CHAPTER 0820-1 :
RULES OF TENNESSEE STATE BOARD OF
EXAMINERS FOR LAND SURVEYORS

TABLE OF CONTENTS
0820-1-01  Mestings ' 0820-1-06  Civil Penalties
0820-1-02  Applications . 0820-1-67  Repeaied
0820-1-03  Exeminations through
0820-1-.05  Pees 0820-1-15

0820-1-,01 MEETINGS,

Meetings shafl be held at such locations and times as designated by the Board of Examiners for Land Surveyors
(bereinafier the Board). Special meetings may be held at the call of any two (2) members of the Board; provided
that adequate public notice is given,

Authority: T.C 4. §62-18-105(d). Administrative History: Original rule filed June 6, 1974; effective July 6, 1974,
Repeal and new rule filed November 18, 1985; effective February 12, 1986. Amendment filed November 20, 1991

effective January 4 1992,

0820-1-.02 APPLICATIONS,

(1) Anapplication for registration shall be accompanied by two (2) survey plats prepared by the applicant
under the individual supervision of a registered land surveyor. Such plats must comply with all
applicable requirements of Chapter 0820-3 STANDARDS OF PRACTICE and must bear the seal of

the supervising registered land surveyor.

(2) Iftwo (2) or more Board members recommend examination of an applicant, such examination will be
required.

(3)  An applicant may be requested to appear before the Board if two (2) or more Board members declare
that such applicant does not appear to meet educational and/or experience requirements.

(4)  Anapplicant may appear at a regular meeting of the Board to discuss his qualifications, provided that
he makes timely written request to the Administraior of the Board.

Authority: T.CA. §§62-18-105(d} and 62-18-106(c). Administrative History: Original re filed June 6, 1974;
effective July 6, 1974. Repeal and new rule filed November 18, 1985; ¢ffective February 12, 1986. Amendment

flled November 20, 1991; effective January 4, 1992.

0820-1-.03 EXAMINATIONS.

(1)  Examinations shall be conducted at such times and locations as determined by the Board.

(2)  The examination shall consist of two (2) parts. The minimum passing grade on the State part shall be
seventy percent (70%) on each of the two (2) subparts thereof. The mimuin passing grade on the
part prepared by the National Council of Engineering and Surveying (NCEES) shali be as established

by the NCEES, :

(3)  Any applicant who fails to appear for a scheduled examination will be deemed to have failed such
examination, unless the applicant:

November, 2002 (Revised) -1
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(1)

(®)

-(b)

RULES OF TENNESSEE STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS - CHAPTER 0820-1
FOR LAND SURVEYORS '

(Rule 0820-1-.03, continued)

Notifies the Board in writing at least thirty (30) days in advance that the applicant wishes not to
take the examination; or . ’

Shows good cause (such as illness or emergency) satisfactory to the Board for such failure to
appear. '

Any applicant whose failure to appear for a scheduled examination is excused under paragraph (3) of
this rule may takg the next scheduled examination without paying an additional examination fee.

Authorigy: T.CA. $562-18-105 and 62-18-111. Administrative Historp: Origin&l rule filed Jﬁne 6, 1974; effective
July 6, 1974. Repeal and new rule filed November 18, 1985, effective February 12, 1986, .

0820-1i-.04 SYLLABUS OF EXAMINATIONS,

The examination is designed to test the applicant's knowledge of land surveying and to asoertain if his
Jjudgment, experience, and technical knowledge are sufficient to safegnard life, health, and property.

@

®)

©)

@

. The examination will include the following subjects:

Mathematics applied o land surveying: The applicant should be able to apply the principles of
algebra, plane geometry, and trigonometry to fand surveying problems of regular, irregular, and
curvilineat boundaries,

Fundamentals of surveying: The applicant should have a thorough knowledge of the legal
aspects of land surveying and land surveying terms; consistency of angular and Iinear
measurements, the interreiation of errors; steel tape corrections; instrument care and adjustment,
the Tennessee Coordinate System; astronomical observations for azimuth; meridian or longitude
and parallel of latitude; magnetic declination; magnetic variation; and magnetic bearings, true
bearings, differential Jeveling; profile leveling; cross sections; cut sheets; the theory and use of
stadia; topographic surveying; and conirol surveys by triangulation and traverse, for both
ground and aerial surveys.

., Surveying of areas for their correction, determination and description: The applicant should be

able to plot and write property descriptions, cbtain property deseriptions from legal records and
Iay out and monument such property; he should know the relative weights legally to be given
monuments, distance, bearings, angles, and areas in the redetermination of old boundaries; he
should be able to determine the directions of lines of a traverse by the deflection angles and by
azimuths; he should be able to compute latitudes and departures, determine missing data from
descriptions, adjust a traverse for closure etror, compute coordinates of traverse points, aud
compute areas of irregular parcels including those bounded by curvilinear courses.

Surveying of areas for the conveyancing of land and for the establishrment and reestablishment
of internal and external land boundaries, and the plotting of land and subdivisions thersof: The
applicent should be able to divide areas into smaller tracts; determine the internal and external
boundaries thereof} determine missing data from descriptions; lay out and plot roads, street and
sidewalks, topography, and contours setting forth road grades, and determining drainage on the
surface, reducing topographic notes; interpolate contours from elevations; prepare topographic
maps -using ground surveys and aerial surveys with photogrammetric methods of compiling
aerial photographs; and compute horizonta] curves and vertical curves,

Authority: ‘T.C.A. §§62-18-105 and 62-18-111. Administrative History: Original rule filed June 6, 2974, effective
July 6, 1974. Repeal and new rule filed November 18, 1985, effective February 12, 1986.
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RULES OF TENNESSEE STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS . - CHAPTER 0820-1 '
FOR LAND SURVEYORS ‘ _ ”

0820-1-.05 FEES. The follewing schedule of fees is hereby established:

Apphcatmn Fee.. e $200.00

Friday Exammatlon Prmclples and Practlce of Land Surveying
(PLE). ot e e $150.00

Tennessee Land Surveying : o
(TLS). et veerriee e et e v ra s s et e . $150.00

Saturday Examination - Fundamentels of Land Surveying

. L) e $125.00 R

Professional Land Surveyor in Training (PLSIT) Examination ' ' -
(ADDlCAION FBEY......ovvvvririrrnrnornniireieeesrsensssensreresseeeesin 3 2500

Certificate of Registralion..........vuvrvereeccorireeeeeererrersnenen e $100.00

Biennial Renewal. .. vremersnnenrennnnsn $280.00

Late Renewal Penahy (per month or fracuon thereof) irrenreeeeennes B 2000

Authority:  TICA. §§62-18-105(d), 62-18-109, 62-18-113, 62-18-114, and 62-18-125. Administrative History:
“ Original rule filed June 6, 1974; effective July 6, 1974. Repeal and new rule filed November 18, 1985; affective
February 12, 1986, - Amendment filed November 15, 1991, effective December 30, 1991, Amendment filed
September 5, 2002, effective November 19, 2002,

0820-1-.06 CIVIL PENALTIES,

(1)  With respect to any person required to be registered by the Board as a land surveyor, the Board may, in
addition tc or in lieu of any other [awfisl disciplinary action, assess a civil penalty against such person o
for each separate violation of & statute, rule or order pertalmng to the Board in accordance with the

following schedule:

Violation _ : ‘ Penalty

(8 T.C.A. §62-18-101(b) . $100 - $1000

(b) T.CA. §62-18-116@)(1)A) - $500 - $1000

@ (B " $250 - $1000

d © $ 50- 31000

(®- aJ) $ 50- $1000

© T.CA. §62-18- 119(b) $500 - $1000 : _
@ @ $500 - $1000 -
(h) TCA §62-18-120() $500 - $1000

@ O ' ~ $ 50- $1000 _ N
(0 T.C.A. §62-18-124(d) $ 50-.$1000 ' -'
(k)  Violation of Board Order $100- 81000

(2)  Each day of continued violation shall constitute a separate violation,

(3)  In determining the amount of any civil penalty to be assessed pursuant to this rule, the Board may
consider such factors as the following:

(&)  Whether the amount imposed will be a substantial sconomic deterrent to the violator;

(t)  The circumstances leading 10 the violation;.
{c) . The severity of the viclation and the risk of harm to the public;
{d) The economic benefits gained by the violator as a result of non-compliance; and

{e)  The interest of the public.

Aurthority: T.C A $§56-1-308, 62—]8-.105@, and 62-18-115. Administrative History: Original rule filed June 6,
1974; effective July 6, 1974, Repeal and new rule filed November 18, 1985; effective February 12, 1986.

Amendment filed November 20, 1991, effective January 4, 1992.
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RULES OF TENNESSEE STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS CHAPTER 0820-1
FOR LAND SURVEYORS '
0820-1-.07 THROUGH 0820-1-.15 REPEALED.

Authority: T.CA §62-18-105, Administrative History: (For history prior to January 1986, see pg. 1). Repeal
Siled November 18, 1983, effective February 12, 1986.
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RULES
OF _
TENNESSEE STATE BOARD OF
EXAMINERS FOR LAND SURVEYORS

CHAPTER 0820-2
RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR HEARING CONTESTED CASES

For Rules of Procedure for Hearing Contested Cases see Rules of the Secretary of State, Chapter 1360-1-7.

Authority: T.C.A, Section 4-509, Administrative History. Original Chapter filed November 22, 1978, effective
Jaruary 8, 1979, C ' '

March, 1999 (Revised) _ ‘ 1
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RULES
OF
- TENNESSEE STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS
FOR LAND SURVEYORS

CHAPTER 0820-03
STANDARDS OF PRACTICE

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Applicability 0820-03-.06 Maps and Mapping

General 0820-03-.07 Survey Types and Requirements
Definitions 0820-03-.08 Making of Property Boundaries
Reserved 0820-03-.09 Land Descriptions

Accuracy of Surveys 0820-03-.10 - Instruments and Apparaius

0820-03-.01 APPLICABlLITY.

The provisions of this Chapter shall apply to all land surveyors registered pursuant to Titie 62, Chapter

18, T.C.A.

Authurlty T.C.A §62-18-106(c). Administrative History: Originaf rule filed August 15, 1980; effecttve
September 28, 1980

0820-03-.02 GENERAL.

(1)

(2)

3

The proper execution of land surveying and mapping procedures and all other details of a
land survey shall be the direct responsibility of the Land Surveyer whose stamp or seal
andfor signature appear on the map, plat or other newly original survey documents. The fact
that a map, plat or other newly original survey document(s) is accepted by the Register of
Deeds for recordation in no way relieves such.Land Surveyor of this responsibility,

Autharship of the original map(s) is the intellectual property of the Land Surveyor, unless
otherwise specified by written contract; therefore it shiould be professionally and accurately
prepared as a permanent record. After reproducible prints or copies have been made for
recordation or other purposss, the map should be carefully preserved with the Land
Surveyor's original field notes, calculations, work sheets, data, and other project documents
for the statutory period as defined at T.C.A. § 28-3-114(a).

The Land Surveyor may agree with any- client to perform a more accurate survey than
required by this Chapter.

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 62-18-105(c]} and 62-18-106(c). Adminisirative History: Original rule fifed August
15, 1980; effactive Saptember 29, 1880. Amendment filed November 20, 1981; effective January 4,
1992. Repeaf and new rule filed December 17, 2010; effective March 17, 2011,

0820-03-.03 DEFINITIONS. '

(1
@

(3).

“Land deseription” meahs a detailed statement of appropriate information necessary to
completely locate, relocate, or define the boundaries of a certain area or tract of land.

‘Leveling Survey" means a survey mvolwng the control of Ievels for land areas where a
common Datum s necessary.

“Survey Plat or Survey Map” means an accurate graphical representation of a finite piece of
surveyed property, including pertinent and important data and information pertaining to the
surveyed land.

March, 2011 (Revised) 1



STANDARDS OF PRACTICE - ‘ CHAPTER 0820-03

(Ruie 0820-03-.03, continued)

(4)

“Suburban Land Survey” means a survey of land which is rocated within the limits of a city or

town.

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 62- 2 105(d)}, 62-2-106(c), 62-18-105(c)) and 62-18-106(c). Administrative History
Original rufe filed August 15, 1980; effective September 29, 1980. Amendment filed November 20, 1991;
effactive Januagf 4, 1992, Repeal and new rule f:fed December 17, 2010; effective March 17, 2011,

0820-03-.04 RESERVED,

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 62-2-105(d), 62-2-106(c), 62-18-105(d) and 62-18-106(c). Administrative History:
Original rule filed August 15, 1980, effective September 29, 1980. Amendment filed November 20, 1991,
effective January 4, 1992, Repeal and new rufe filed December 17, 2010; eifective March 17, 2011

0820-03-.06 ACCURACY OF SURVEYS,

Surveys for categorias I, I, and I as defined balow must meet the minimum accuracy requirements
provided below for the category where the survey is located. The. category must be determined by the
Land Surveyor fo the best of his knowledge and belief at the time of the survey, Nothing in this rule shall
preciude a Land Surveyor from using a greater degree of accuracy than that required as a minimum for

any category provided below.

)

().

(4)

5

Urban and Subdivision Property Surveys (Catagory ). For Category | surveys in Tennessee,
the angular closure shall not exceed fifteen (15} seconds times the square root of the number
of angles turmed. The linear error of closure shall not exceed 1 foot per 10,000 feet of
perimeter of the lot of fand (1:10,000). When very small lots of one (1) acre or less are
encountered, the allowable error shall not exceed one tenth (1/10) of a foot of positional

accuracy at any corner.

Suburban and Subdivision Property Surveys (Category II). For Category Il surveys in

" Tennessee, the angular error of closure shall not exceed twenty-five (25) seconds times the

square root of the number of angles turned. The linear error of closure shall not exceed 1
foot per 7,500 feet of perimetar of the lot of land (1.7,500). When very small lots of one (1)
acre or less are enceuntered, the allowable error shall not exceed one tenth (1/10) of a foot

of positional accuracy at any corner.

Other Property Surveys (Category Hl). For Category |l surveys in Tennessee, the angular
arror of closure shall not exceed thirty (30) seconds times the square root of the number of
angles turned. The linear error of closure shall not exceed 1 foot per 5,000 feet of perimeter
of the lot of land (1:5,000). When very small lofs of one (1) acre or less are encountered, the
allowable error shall not exceed one tenth (1/10) of a foot of positional accuracy at any

corner.
Remote Sensing Surveys (Category IV). For Category IV surveys in Tennessee, the Land
Surveyor is to use the current standards and applications set by Ruie 0820-03-.07(5) of this
Chapter.

Differential Leveling Surveys.
The surveying process in which a horizontal line of sight of known elevation is intercepted by
a graduated standard, or rod, held vertically on the point being checked (does not apply to
Trigonometric or GPS surveys).
{a) Urban Differential Leveling Surveys. Leveling employed for commarcial, industrial or
' urban land surveys shall be executed with an error of closure {Y) not to exceed in
feat

March, 2011 (Revised) 2



STANDARDS OF PRACTICE CHAPTER 0820-03

(Rule 0820-03-.06, continuad)

0.5
Y =0.04 M)

(Y equals 0.04 times the square root of M) Where Y = discrepancy in vartical
measurement (in feet) and M = distance from datum reference (i miles).

(b}  Other Differential Leveling Surveys. Other leveling surveys shall be conducted with
- an error of closure (Y} not to excead in feet

05
Y=010 (M)

{Y equals 0.10 ﬁm'es the square oot of M) Where Y = discrepancy in vertical
measurement (in feet) and M = distance from datum referenca (in miles).

(c)  Agreement for Leveling Surveys. Prior to any type of Leveling Survey, including
control for photogrammaetric mapping, the Land Surveyor may determine and set forth
-in a written agreement with his ciient to perform a more accurate Levenng Survey and

the general procedure {0 be employed.

Authorlty: T.C.A. §§62-18-105(d) and 62-1 8—106(0). Administrative History: Original rule filed August
15, 1980; effoctive September 29, 1980. Amendment filed November 20, 1891; effective January 4,
1982, Repeal and new rufe filed December 17, 2010, effective March 17, 2011.

0820-03-.06 MAPS AND MAPPING,

(1)

(@)
©)

(4)

©)

®)

{7)

When a Land Surveyor furnishes a Survey Plat or SLirvey Map, it shall be properly and
accurately drawn, and should depict information developed by and during the survey.

The size of the Survey Plat or Survey Map shail be such that details can be shown clearly.

Preliminary documents must be clearly marked as such prominenily on the. face of the
document. The Land Surveyor has the professional diseretion riot to sign, stamp or seal any
prefiminary survey, documents, drafts, drawings or composite drawings. In the compilation of
a composite Survey Map or Survey Plat, the’ Land Surveyor shall rndlcate and cite the source

" of gll lines copied from a previous source.

Property llnes which are not actually surveyed must be clearly indicated on the Survey Plat or
Survey Map. A statement shall be included reveahng the source of information from which

the fine is derived.

Electronic survey documents such as CAD files, PDF copies, and word processbr documents

or other emailed or digitally copied and/or other electronically forwarded information and -

documents are considered "Preliminary” or "Draft” documents.

Perhnent information on ihe Survey Piat or Survey Map shall be correctly plotted to the scale

-shown or noted otherwise. Enlargement “Detail” of a portion of a Plat or Map is acceptable in

the interest of clarity, where shown as inseris on the same sheet and/or with a description of

" where to find the “Detail” if it is located on another sheet of the same Survay Map or Survey

Plat.

Visible and apparent rights-of-way, utlh’ues and roadways shall be accurataly Iocated where .

¢crossing or forming any boundary iine of the proper‘ty shown.

March, 2011 (Revised) ' 3



STANDARDS OF PRACTICE CHAPTER 0820-03

(Rule 0820-03-.08, continued) :
(8) Eassments evidenced by Record Doocuments which have been delivered to the Land
Surveyor shall be shown, both those burdening and those benefiting the property surveyed,
indicating recording information. If an apparent easement cannot be locatad, a note to this
affect shall be included. Observable evidence of easements and/or servitudes of all kinds,
such as those created by roads; rights-of-way; water courses; drains; ar utilities on or across
the surveyed property and on adjoining properties if they appear to affect the surveyed
property, shall be localed and noted. If the Land Surveyor has knowledge of any such
easements and/or servitudes, not observable at the time of the survey, such lack of
observable evidence shail be noted. Surface indications, if any, of underground gasements
and/or servitudes shail also be shown. Where non-observable data is shown relative to
existing utilities in reliance on apparent surface markings or available utility plans or the
apparsnt surface indicators which are- not visible to the Land Surveyor, a statement as to the
source of the data shall be included on the Survey Map or Survey Piat as well as a note
stating such data should not be relied upon without verification from the proper utility

authority having jurisdiction.

(8) Area: When a boundary is formed by a closed survey, the area shall be shown in acres
and/or square feet. Area is to be comnputed by double meridian distance or equally accurate

method. Area computations by estimation, pianimeter, by scale, or copying from another -

source, or non-accessible areas, are not acceptable methods except in preliminary maps and
non-accessible areas, in which case the method will be clearly stated. If the survey is a
new/original tract or the area is different from the recorded area, then the survey must show

the area of any closed surveyed tracts or lots.

(10) Unless necessary because of space or other limitations, abbreviations and symbols should
not be used in land surveying work. However, when it is deemed necessary, a thorough
legend, describing all symbols and abbreviations used, shall be included on the Survey Plat

or Survey Map.
Authority: T.C.A. §§62-18-105(d) and 62-18-106(c). Administrative History: Original rule filed August

15, 1980; effective September 28, 1980. Amendment filed November 20, 1991, effective January 4,
1992. Rspeal and new rule filed December 17, 2010; effective March 17, 2011. :

0820-03-.07 SURVEY TYPES AND REQUIREMENTS.

A Land Surveyor shall comply with the minimu:ﬁ requirements provided below for all surveys and Survey
Plats or Survey Maps prepared thersfrom. )

(1)  General Property Surveys.
{8) A Survey Map or Survey Plat shail be a copy, print or tracing, and shall be dated and
stamped or.sealed and signed by a registered Land Surveyor, in compliance with
" applicable law. :

(b) A Survey Map or Survey Plat shall have a title and contain the following information;

1. A descriplive location of the property, or vicinity map, and a comner of the
property must be tied by bearing and distance either: :

to a corner of a subdivision, or

to a tract from which property is carved, or

to a permanent identifiable corner, or

to a nearby permanent identffiable reference point,

* % & 9

A corner of the property may be tied to the nearest road intersection by distance
anly. ‘ :
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STANDARDS OF PRACTICE CHAPTER 0820-03

(Rule 0820-03-.07, continued)

(@

In the case of a formation of & new tract, a fie must be made by bearing and
distance to an identifiable corner of the parent tract.

The city or district, county, and the stafe where the properly is located;

The name of the grantor or grantee of the property, or the name of the person
who requasted or required the Survey Map or Survey Plat;

The date of the Survey Map or Survey Plat;
A graphic scale and numeral scéle;

The nama, registration number, address and terephone number of the Land
Surveyer; and

A certification on.the face of the final Survey Map or Survey Plat as to the
category of the survey and the ratio or precision of the unadjusted survey, which
shail have the following minimum content;

Certification as to Category |, If, Ili, or IV,
Ratio of Precision of the unadjusted survey;
Statement that the survey was done In compliance with current
Tennessee Minimum Standards of Practice;
¢ Signature; and
+ Registration number.

The north arrow shall be shown, and shall be correlated with, the courses or
bearings, with the source of reference clearly indicated.

All property lines shall be defined by horizontal distances and bearings, and shall be
plotted to the scale shown in the fifle black,

Where a boundary is formed by a curved line, the curve shali be defined with the

length and radius of each curve, together with elements necessary to mathematically
define each curve in the description. YWhen intersecting boundary lines are non-radial
or non-tangential, the chord bearing and distance shall be shown. -

The Land Surveyor shall show the widths or center-lines of easements and rights-of-
way which are obvious and apparent to him and also the survey shall be completed
using the relevant recorded deeds to the property, but shall show pertinent
Information, such as easements, joint driveways, etc. as described in Rule 0820-03-

-08(7).

Boundaries formed by water course shall be lacated and plotted 1o the scale shown
in the Survey Map or Survey Plat fitle block, Traverse lines and/ar offset lines used
to close water course boundaries shall be shown plotted to scale and defined by

bearing and distance.

Monumentatlon requirements:

New property monuments shaill be composed of material(s)” swtable to
perpetuate the position and location of the monument. A notation on the Survey
" Map or Survey Plat shall state whether the monuments were found or set, and in
addition, the statement shall indicate the material and size of the monument

found ar set.
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STANDARDS OF PRACTICE- CHAPTER 0820-03

(Rule 0820-03-.07, continusd)

)

()

2.

Metal monuments shall be no less than one-half (%) inch in diameter, concrete
monuments shall be no less than four (4) inches in diameter and shall contain
ferrous or magnetic material; and both shall be no less than eighteen (18) inches
in length unless some impregnable material is encountared.

The type of monument (old or new) shall be indicated on the Survey Map or
Survey Plat along with the size and type of material. No monument should be
placed if, in the opinion of the Land Surveyor, the existing monument, whether
original or not, Is found undisturbed and adequate to perpetuate the position and
can be reasonably made to conform to the angle point in the boundary. Large or
indefinite monuments which cannot be measured to within the positionai
accuracy frequirements contained herein, such as trees, rock piles or ferice
corners, will be marked with witness monuments as desmed necessary by the

Land Surveyor.

When conditions warrant setting a reference for @ monument on an offset, the
location shall be selected so that the monument reference liss on a line of the
survey, or a prolongation of such line.

New metal or concrete monuments placed shall have a cap with the Land
Surveyor's registration number or company name stamped upon it. In the case of
placement of a concrete marker, the marker shall have & permanent mark for the
survey point and shall have fhe Land Surveyor's registration number or compan

name attached or stamped upon it. :

Survey points that do not divide land ownership, such as point of intersection
(P.|), centerline of water course, etc. may be gstablished with or without

monumentation at the Land Surveyor's discretion,

In the compilation of a composite Survey Map or Survey Plat, the Land Surveyor
shall indicate and cite the source of all lines copigd from a previous survey on the
Survey Map or.Survey Plat, and qualify the Survey Map or Survey Plat as prepared
from other sources and does nat reprasent a current survey.

The names of adjoining land owners and deed references; if available at the property
assessor's office, andfor lots andfor tlock numbers, and highways, streets, and
named waterways shall be shown. :

‘The peint of beginning in the metes and bounds description prepéred by the Land

Surveyor shall be shown on the Survey Map or Survey Plat of the survey (exceptin
the case of a subdivision plat).

{2} Topographic Suﬁeys.

(a}

(b}

1.
2.

A Survey Map or Survey Plat shall be a copy prisit or tracing, and shall be dated and
stamped or sealed and signed by the registered Land Surveyor, in compliance with

applicable law.

A Sﬁwey Map or Survey Plat shall have a fitle and contain the following information:

A descriptive location of the property or a vicinity map,

The city or district, county, and the state where the proherty is located;
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(d)

)

@

(h)

@

L ®

OIS

(m)

; , STANDARDS OF PRACTICE CHAPTER 0820-03

{Rule 0820-03-.07, continued)
3.

The name of the grantor or grantee of the property, of the name of the person
who requested the Survey Map or Survey Plat;

The date of the survey or Survey Map or Survey Flat;
A graphic scale and a numerical scale; and
The name, registration number, and address of the Land Surveyor.

A north arrow shall be shown with the source indicated.

Property lines, if shown on the topographic map, shall be shown as needed and/or as

deemed necessary by the Land Surveyor and shall be plotted to the gcale shown in
the title.

The Lang Surveyor shall show the widths of easements and rights-of—way which are
obvious and apparent 1o him.

If limits of the fopographic survey are formed by water course, then the water course .
shall be located and plotted to the scale shown in the title,

The Land Surveyor shall indicate ard cite the source of ~any lines cnpled from
previous sources.

The names of adjacent land owners, deed references, block numbers, highways,
streets and named waterways shall be shown if applicable. '

" Topography Surveys shall be referenced to a boundary line or to a point and/or line

of referenca only as deemed appropriate by the Land Survayor.

Visible, obvious, and apparent surface indications of physical features such as
utilities, buildings, water bodies, etc. shall be shown and plotted to the scale shown in

the title.

Elevations shall be shown as spot elevations and/or contours. The contour interval
shall be noted and shall meet national mapping accuracies.

An on-sits project bench mark shall be established with reference to dalum assumed

-or otherwise, and plotted fo the scale shown in the title block.

The registered Land Surveyor in responsible charge of the ground control shall sign,
stamp or seal the Survey Map or Survey Plat for the ground control portion of the

. survey.

(3) - Oitand Gas Wel! Location Surveys.

(a)

(b)

{©

Qll and gas well location surveys must be made in compliance with the provisions of
T.C.A., Title 80, Chapter 1, and the rules of the Tennessee State Oil and Gas Board

(Chapters 1040-01-01 through 1040-08-01).

Where surveyed rllné.s or areas must be located or calculated, they must alsoc comply
with the accuracy standards set forth in Rulg 0820-03-.05 of this chapter for the

category in which the survey is Iocated

The Survey Map or Survey Plat shall have a title and confain the same information as
required under this Chapter relative to General Property Surveys.
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STANDARDS OF PRACTICE o : CHAPTER 0820-03

(Rule 0820-03-.07, continusd)

(4}  Geodetic Control Surveys (GCSj.

(a)

(b}

()

All Geodetic Control Surveys must be made in accordance with the Federal Geodetic
Control Standards (F.G.C.S.). Horizontal and vertical control work must meet or
exceed those accuracy specification standards as published by the Federal Geodetic
Control Committes, September 1984, in the bulletin titled “Standards and

Specification for Geodetic Control Networks or any subsequently published builetins -

madifying such class standards, Copies of said bulletins may be obtained from the
Uriited States Department of Commerce.

The Survey Map or Survey Plat shall have a tifle and contain the same information as
normaily would be required under this Chapter for General Property Surveys.

It shall be acceptable pracfice to incorporate the use of Global Positioning Systems
{commonly knows as GPS) equipment into any survey. The precisich of all
measurements made with such equipment must, at a minimum, meet all precision
standards required otherwise by applicable state iaw. When using GPS equipment in
the course of a survey, the Lard Surveyor shall state on the face of the Survey Plat,
or within the report in cases where this no Survey Plat, the foliowing:-

A note stating what portion (or all) of the survey was performed using GPS
equipment; ‘ )

The typ'e of GPS equipment used including manufacturer and model number,
and whether single or dual frequency receivers were used;

The type of GPS survey thét was performed, such as static, real time kinematics
(*RTK"), network adjusted real time kinematics, etc.;

A note that discioses the precision of the GPS work done, either in relative
positional accuracy, vector closure, or other mathematlcal exprassion chosen by

the Land Surveyor; and

The registered Land Surveyor in responsibie ¢charge of sucﬁ GPS survey shall.

date, stamp or seal and sign the prepared documents in compiiance with all
" applicable law.

(5) Remote Sensing Surveys.

@

Global Positioning System (GPE) surveys are defined as any survey performed using
the GPS three-dimensional (3D) measurement system based on satellite observation
signals. GPS surveys include, but are not limited to: General Property Surveys;
Topography Surveys; Oil and Gas Surveys; Local Confrol Surveys; Netwark Surveys;
Construction Surveys; Geodetic Control Surveys; Aerial Photography Control
Surveys; Geographic Information Systems and/or Land Information Systems Data
Collection Surveys and any other application listed with the Board's specifications
shall be performed by a Land Surveyor licensed in Tennessee. Minimum Standards

from Remote Sensing Surveys are as follows:

Static GPS Surveys ~ The Land Surveyor must use the current GPS standards

as set by the Board.

Real Time Kinematic (RTK) Surveys — The Land Surveyor must use the current

GPS standards as set by the Board.
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STANDARDS'OF PRACTICE . - CHAPTER 0820-03

{Rule 0820-03-.07, continued)
{8) Hydrographlc Surveys

(a)

Hydrographic surveying is the term applled to the process used in surveying -any
body of water. In the case of lakes and rivers, this may include the determination of
shore lines, scundings, characteristics of the bottom, location of buoys, etc. The

survey of a river may also include the determination of the velecty and

characteristics of the flow. In its. broad sense the term may be applied to the survay
of drainage areas and proposed locations for reserveirs for the storage of water.

Hydrographic maps shall be prepared as foillows:

A Survey Map or Survey Plat shall be @ copy, print or tracing, and shall be dafed
and stamped or -sealed and signed by the registered Land Surveyor, in

compliance with all applicable law.

The Survey Map or Survey Plat shall have a ftitle and contain the same
information as normally would be required under this Chapter for Topograph|c

Surveys,

In addition fo the above required data, the Survey Map or Survey Plat shall show
the shore line, designated with the heaviest line on the Survey Map or Survey
Plat, and the low-water line designated with the next heaviest line on the Survey

Map or Survey Plat.

Topography to be shown outside the shore line shall be determined by the use
for which the Survey Map or Survey Plat is intendad, and requested in writing by
the client. Topography of the submerged porﬂons shall be shown with a dashed

_ine.

Hydrographic charts prepared for purposes of navigation shall include sufficient
topography fo show the location of any landmarks which may be of use to the
navigator, such as conspicuous objects on the shore.

Sufficlent survey control points shall e shown on the Survey Map or Survey Plat
in order for the survey to be tied fo other maps or adjacent surveys.

Where soundings are represented on the _Survey Map or Survey Plat, they shall.

be shown in fest and tenths in black, the number representing the depth of the
water below the datum. Where the datum is mean low water, these soundings
which are below shall be shown in black, and those that are above the datum
shall be shown in another color or methed of line designation.

In preparation of the navigation chart of a small river the soundings shall be
recorded in feet and tenths, and contours drawn every three (3) or six () foef.
The direction of the current shall be shown with an arrow. Rapids or waterfalls
_shail be shown on the Survey Map or Survey Plat when encountered in the

survey.

Hydrographic surveys must conform to the above minimum standards if no other
more stringent standards or specifications are provided by the client, or other
standards are required by the jurisdiction of the U.5. Corps of Engineers, .or other
legal authority, in the area where the survey project is located.

Authority: T.C.A. §§62-18—105(09 and §2-18-106(c}. Administrative History: Original rule filed August
15, 1980; effective September 29, 1980. Amendment filed November 20, 1981, effective January 4,

1992. Repeal and new rufe filed December 17, 201 0; effsctive March 17, 2011,
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STANDARDS OF PRACTICE ’ _ ' - CHAPTER 0820-03

0820-03-.08 MARKING OF PROPERTY BOUNDARIES.

_The marking of lines between corners is not a requirement of a General Property Survey; however, if
needed, cantracted or requested, the marking shall be the responsibility of the registered Land Surveyor
‘who performs the survey.

" Authority: T.C.A. §§62-1a-105(d) and 62-18-106(c). Administrative History: Orfgfnal rule filed August
15, 1980; effective September 29, 1980. Amendment filed November 20, 1891, effective January 4,
1992. Repeal and new rule filed December 17, 2010 effective March 17, 2011.

0820-03-.09 LAND DESCRIPTIONS.

(1) Terminology. The following terminoclogy shall be used in land descriptions:

(a)

(b}

©
(d)

{9)
()

)

0

“Beginning” shall mean a well-defined, readily located and permanent point or

. monument which is both the starting point and final point for 2 metes and bounds

description.

“Boundary line" shall mean an adequately dimensicned and described line (which
may be siraight, |rregular circular or spiral) bounding an area or dividing separafe -

properties,

"Co_nveyance" shall mean the act of transferring fitle or rights in a property.

"Coordinate description” shall mean a description of lands in which the angle points
or other points In the boundary are each referred to grid coordmates on the

" Tennessee or similar coordinate system.

“Description by lof number” shall mean a description which identifies a lot or tract of
land be reference fo book and page numbers of a register in which a Survey Map or
Survey Plat is recorded with other pertlnent mformahon

*Grantor” shall mean a person or party conveying property or rights therein to a
grantee.

"Grantee” shall mean a person or party receiving title to or rights in property.

“Grid coordinates” shall mean distances measured at right angles to each other in &
rectangular system having two base lines at right angles to each other.

“Metes and bounds descriplion” shall mean a description in which the boundary lines
starting from a given point are described by listing the direction, distance and
description of corners of the ines forming the boundary,

“Title” shall mean a written claim or right which constitutes a just and legai cause of

'excluswa possession.

(2) Preparation. The Land Surveyor may prepare the fand description in & fand survey, but shall
not engage in the writing of a deed. In the preparation of a land description, the Land
Surveyor shall include on the document his full name, his registration number, and the date
of the survey from which the information was procured (or the book and page numbers of the

. recorded Survey Map, Survey Plat or deed, if used in preparing the description).

{3} Content. .

March, 2011 (Revised) - - . - 10



STANDARDS OF PRACTICE CHAPTER 0820-03

{Rule 0820-03-.09, continued)

@

(b)

In the description of & lot located in a subdivision by number, the following
Information shall appear: the name of the subdivisicn; the Survey Map or Survey Plat
referrgd to; the Land Surveyor's name; the general location of the property and the
book and page riumber of the register in which the lot is recorded.

A metes and bounds description shalf include the general location of the tract or lot
with sufficient accuracy so that the fract can be readily located on the ground. The
beginning point must be so selected that it can readily and accurately be located from
some previously established monument, corner of record, ete., and can be readily
described. The description shall include the names of adjoirting property owners
and/or a refarence fo any adjoining plat of record. The description shall include the
monumant or marker if found or placed and shall be described by size, material, and
whether found or placed. - A metes and. bounds description shall describe a course
around a tract or lot in a clockwise direction. All lines adjacent to street, roads or
other rights-cf-way shall be referanced to same; and ali pertinent distances and curve
data shall be listed. Chord bearing and distance shall be included in all curb
descriptions.  All cotners falling in roads or other inaccess1ble locations shali be

referenced to nearby and permanent pomts

Authority: T.C.A. §§62-18-105(d) and 62-18-106(c). Administrative History: Ong;nal rufe filed August
15, 1980; effective September 29, 1880. Repeal and new rule filed December 17, 2010; effective March

17, 2071,

0820-03-.10

INSTRUMENTS AND APPARATUS.

Land Surveying in Tennassee shall be conducted In the field with a properly adjusted instrument of
measurement which is appropriate to the closeness of the work being performed. The instrument shall be
calibrated at regular intervals to maintain its optimum-accuracy.

Authority: T.C.A. §§62-18-105(d) and 62-18-106(c). Administrative History: Original rule filed August‘
15, 1980; effective September 29, 1980. Amendment fled November 20, 1991, effective January 4,
1992. Repeal and new ruie filed December 17, 2010; effective March 17, 2011,
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OF
TENNESSEE BOARD OF EXAMINERS
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CHAPTER 0820-04
RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT
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0820-04-.01 APPLICABILITY.

The provisions of this chapter shall appiy to any person registered to practice land surveying in this state,
and to any partnership or corporation engaged in the practice of surveying in this state. For the purpose
of this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires, the word "registrant” includes any person,
partnership, or corporation.

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 62-18-105(d) and 62-18-106(c). Administrative History: Original rule filed
November 20, 1991, effective January 4, 1992,

0820-04-.02 PROPER CONDUCT OF PRACTICE.

{1)  The registrant shall at all times recognize the primary obligation to protect the safety, health,
and welfare of the public in the performance of the registrant's professional duties.

(2) A registrant possessing knowledge of a violation of T.C.A. Title 62, Chapter 18, or any rules
promulgated thereunder shall report such knowledge to the Board in writing and shall
cooperate with the Board in fumishing such further information or assistance as it may
require.

(3) The registrant shall respond to all inquiries and correspondence from the Board within fifteen
days from the day of receipt and shall timely claim undelivered correspondence from the U.S.,
Postal Service, or other delivery service, upon notice thereof.

(4)  The registrant shall not assist in any way in the application for licensure of a person known by
the registrant to be unqualified in respect to education, training, or experience.

Authority: T.CA. §§ 62-18-105(d) and 62-18-106(c). Administrative History: Original rule filed
November 20, 1991, effective January 4, 1992. Amendment filed November 17, 2014; effective February

15, 2015.
0820-04-.03 SERVICE IN AREAS OF COMPETENCE.

(1) The registrant shall undertake to perform land surveying assignments only when qualified by
education or experience in the specific technical field of professional land surveying involved.

{2) The registrant may accept an assignment requiring education or experience outside of the
registrant's own field of competence, but only to the extent that the registrant's services are
restricted to those phases of the project in which the registrant is qualified. All other phases
of such project shall be performed by qualified associates, consultants, or employees.
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RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT CHAPTER 0820-04

(Rule 0820-04-.03, continued)

(3)

(4)

- ®

The registrant shall not affix his or her signature or seal to any document dealing with subject
matter in which the registrant lacks competence acquired through education or experience,
nor to any document not prepared by the registrant or under the registrant’s supervision.

In providing services, the registrant shall take into account all applicable laws and
regulations. The registrant shall not knowingly provide services resulting in violation of such
laws and regulations.

Incompetence. The following acts or omissions, among others, may be deemed to be
"incompetence” for the purposes of T.C.A. §§62-18-116(a)(1)(B), and to be cause for denial,
suspension or revocation of a certificate of registration to practice land surveying.

(a) Malpractice. Incompetence includes, but is not limited to recklessness, or excessive
errors or omissions in the registrant's record of professional practice.

(b} Disability. Incompetence includes but is not limited to mental or physical disabiiity or
' addiction to alcohol or drugs as to endanger health, safety and interest of the public by
impairing skill and care in promdmg professwnal services.

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 62—18—105(09 and 62-18-106{c}. Administrative History: Criginal rule filed
November 20, 1991, effective January 4, 1992, Amendment filed November 17, 2014; effective February

15, 2015.

0820-04-.04 PUBLIC STATEMENTS.

(1)

(@)

3)

The registrant shail be completely objective and truthful in all professional reports,
statements, or testimony. The registrant shall include all relevant and pertinent information in
such reports, statements, or testimony.

The registrant, when serving as an expert witness before any court, commission, or other
tribunal, shall express an opinion only when it is founded upon adequate knowledge of the
facts in issue, upon a background of experience and competence in the 'subject matter, and
upon honest conviction of the accuracy and propriety of the registrant's testimony.

The registrant shall express a professional opinion publicly only when it is founded upon an
adequate knowledge of the facts and a competent evaluation of the subject matter.

Authority: T.CA. §§ 62-18-105(d) and 62-18-106(c).. Administrative History: COriginal rule filed
November 20, 1991; effective January 4, 1992. Amendment filed November 17, 2014; effective February

15, 2015.

0820-04-05 CONFLICTS OF INTEREST.

(1)
2

®)

The registrant shall conscientiously strive to avoid conflicts of interest with the registrant’s
employer or client; but, when such conflict is unavoidable, the reglstrant shall forthwith
disclose the circumstances to his or her employer or client.

The registrant shall avoid all known or potential conflicts of interest with his or her employer
or client, and shall promptly inform his or her employer or client of any business association,
interests, or circumstances which could influence the registrant’s judgment or the quality of
his or her services.

The registrant shall not accept compensation (financial or otherwise) from more than one
party for services on or pertaining to the same project rendered in the same time frame,
unless the circumstances are fully disclosed to, and agreed to in writing, by all interested

parties.
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RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT CHAPTER 0820-04

(Rule 0820-04-.03, continued)

(4)

(%)

Authority:

When engaged in public service on a project as a member, advisor, or employee of a
governmental body or department, the registrant and the registrant’'s organization shali not
perform services for any other client regarding or connected to the project.

The registrant shall not reveal facts, data, or information obtained in a professional capacity
without the prior consent of the client, empioyer, or public body on which the registrant serves
except as authorized or required by law. The registrant shall not solicit or accept gratuities,
directly or indirectly, from contractors, their agents or other parties in conriection with work
for employers or clients.

T.CA. §§ 62-18-105(d) and 62-18-106(c). Administrative History: Original rule filed

November 20, 1991, effective January 4, 1992. Repeafl and new rule filed November 17, 2014; effective
February 158, 2015.

0820-04-.068 ACCEPTANCE OF WORK.

(1)

2)

3)

Authority:

The registrant shall not offer or make payment of any consideration, either directly or
indirectly, by way of commission, politicai contribution, gift, or by any other means in
order to secure work; provided, however, that nothing in this provision prohibits a
registrant from seeking a salaried position through legitimate employment agencies.

The registrant shall not falsify or permit misrepresentation of his or his associates"
academic or professional qualifications. He shall not misrepresent or exaggerate his
degree of responsibility in or for the subject matter or prior assignments. Brochures or
other presentations incident to the solicitation of empioyment shall not misrepresent
pertinent facts concerning employer, employees, associates, joint ventures, or his or their
past accomplishments with the intent and purpose of enhancing his qualifications and his
work.

The registrant shall not request, proposé, or accept a professional commission on a
contingent basis under circumstances in which his professional judgment may be
compromised.

T.CA §§ 62-18-105(d) and 6‘2—18—106(0) Administrative History: Original rule filed

November 20, 1991; effective January 4, 1992

0820-04-.07 MiISCONDUCT.

(1)

(2)

The registrant shall not partner, practice, or offer to practice with any person or firm that the
registrant knows, or has reason {o believe, is engaging in business or professional practice of
a fraudulent or dishonest nature.

The registrant shali not furn!sh limited services in such a manner as fo enable unregistered
persons to evade:

{a) Federal, state, and local surveying and planning laws and regulations, or
(b)  Registration requirements of T.C.A., Title 62, Chapter 18.

The following acts, among others, may be deemed to be "misconduct" for the purposes of

T.C.A. 8§62-18-1186(a)(1)(B), and to be cause for denial, suspension, or revocation of a -

certificate of registration to practice land surveying:

(@) | Conviction in a court of competent jurisdiction of a felony or any offense that has a
directly unfavorable reflection on the registrant’s ability to practice land surveying.
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RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT ' CHAPTER 0820-04

(Rule 0820-04-.07, continued)

(b)  Revocation, suspension, or disciplinary voluntary surrender of a license or certificate of
registration to practice land surveying in ancther jurisdiction.

Nothing is this paragrap'h should be construed as precluding the Board from deeming other acts and
conduct to be "misconduct.”

Authority T.CA. §§ 62-18-105(c) and 62-18-106(c). Administrative Hfsfory Original rule filed
November 20, 1991, effective January 4, 1992. Repeal and new rule filed November 17, 2014; effective
February 15, 2015.

0820-04-.08 SEALS.

(1

e

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

The design of the registrant's seal required by T.C A. §§62-18-‘1 19, shall be as follows:

The seal and signature of the registrant and the date of signing shall be placed on all land
surveys, reports, plats, drawings, plans, and calculations whenever presented tc a client or
any public agency to certify that the work thereon was done by the registrant or under the
responsible charge of the registrant. Working drawings or preliminary documents are not
required to have a seal and signature if the working drawing or preliminary document
contains a statement in large bold letters to the effect "PRELIMINARY, NOT FOR
CONSTRUCTION, RECORDING PURPOSES, OR IMPLEMENTATION." The size of the
seal shall be two inches in diameter in all cases and on all documentation requiring the
registrant’s seal, regardless of the size of the document.

The registrant shall superimpose his or her signature (not a rubber stamp) and date of
signature across the face and beyond the circumference of or adjacent to the seal on
documents to which the registrant’s seal is affixed. :

The seal and signature shall be placed on all original copies, fracings, cr other reproducible
documents so that the seal and signature will be reproduced when copies are made.

When the document contains more than one sheet, the first or title page shall be sealed and
signed by the registrant who was in responsible charge. In addition, each sheet shall be
sealed and signed by the registrant or registrants responsibie for that sheet. Two or more
registrants may affix their signatures and seals, provided that the registrants designate by
note under the seals the specific subject matter for which each is responsible. When a firm

performs the work, each sheet shall be sealed and signed by the registrant or registrants who

were in responsible charge of that sheet as required by T.C.A. § 62-18-122(b).

The seal and signature shall be placed on work only when it was under the registrant’s
responsible charge. The registrant shall sign and seat only work within the registrant’s area(s)

of competence.
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RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT - C.HAF’TER 0820-04

(Rule 0820-04-.08, continued)

(7)

(9)

(10)

Maps, plats, surveys, or other documents will be deemed to have been prepared under the
responsible charge of a registrant only when all the following conditions have been met and
documented:

(a) The client requesting preparation of such maps, plats, sdrveys, or other documents
makes the reguest directly to the registrant, or a member or employee of the
registrant’s firm;

{(b) The registrant supervises the preparation of the maps, plats, surveys, or other
documents and has input into their preparation prior to their completion;

(¢}  The registrant reviews the final maps, plats, surveys, or other documents; and

{d) The registrant has the authority to, and does, make any necessary and appropriate
changes to the final maps, plats, surveys, or other documents. The registrant is
responsible for meeting all of the preceding requ:rements whether the work is being
performed remotely or locally.

Any revision to a document containing the seal and signature of a registrant shail be
described and dated in a manner that conforms to current industry standards. If the revisions
are not done by the original registrant, the revisions must also be signed and sealed by the
registrant in responsible charge of those revisions and otherwise identified in the same

manner.

In circumstances where a registrant in responsible charge of the work is unavailable to
complete the work, a successor registrant may fake responsible charge by performing all
professional services to include developing maps, plats, surveys or other documents and any
necessary and appropriate changes to the work. The non-professional services, such as
drafting, need not be redone by the successor registrant but must clearly and accurately
reflect the successor registrant's work. The burden is on the successor registrant o show
such compliance. The successor registrant shall have control of and responsibility for the
work product and the signed and sealed originals of all documents.

Computer-generated seals not signed with a digital signature may be used on final original
drawings provided a handwritten signature is placed across the seal and the date is hand-
written below the seal. Maps, plats, surveys or other documents that are signed using a

digital signature must have an electronic authentication process afttached to or logically
associated with the electronic document, The digital signature must be:

(&) Unique fo the individual using it;
(b} Capable of verification;
{c) Under the sole control of the individual using it; and,

(d) Linked to a document in such a manner that the digital signature is invalidated if any
. data in the document is changed.

A digital signature that uses a process approved by the board wifl be presumed to meet the criteria set
forth in subsections 10 a—d above. Any hard copy printed from the transmitted electronic file shall bear
the facsimile of the signature and seal and shall be a confirmation that the electronic file was not altered
after the initial digital signing of the file. Any alterations to the file shail cause the facsimile of the signature

to be voided.
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{Rule 0820-04-.08, continued)

Authority: T.CA. §§ 62-18-105(d), 62-18-106(c), and 62-18-119(d). Administrative History: Original
rule filed November 20, 1991; effective January 4, 1992. Repeal and new rufe filed November 17, 2014;
effective February 15, 2015.

0820-04-.09 RESPONSIBLE CHARGE OF SERVICE.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

&)

Authority:

Only officers and principals who are employed full-time for a minimum of thirty (30) hours per
week and who hold active Tennessee registration can be in responsible charge of a firm's
practice. A registrant who renders occasional, part-time, or consulting services to or for a firm
may not be designated as an officer or principal in responsible charge.

The officer or principal in responsible charge must be registered in the profession in which
services are being offered. :

An officer or principal may be in responsible charge of more than one firm only if the firms are
at the same physical location.

Corporations, partnerships and firms maintaining any place of business in this state for the
purpose of providing or affering to provide land surveying services to the public shalf have, in
responsible charge of such service at any and each place of business, a resident registered

land surveyor.

In the event of a change in the officer or principal in responsible charge, a firm cannot provide
or offer services to the public until such time as a new officer or principal in respensible

charge is identified.

T.CA. §§ 62-18-105(d) and 62-18-106(c). Administrative History: Original rule filed

Movember 20, 1991, effective January 4, 1992. Repeal and new rule filed November 17, 2014; effective
February 15, 2015.

0820-04-.10 PRACTICE - DISCLOSURE.

(1)

(2)

A corporation, partnership, or firm offering service to the public may engage in the practice of
surveying in this state, provided that at least one (1) of the principais or officers of the
corporation, partnership, or firm is in responsible charge of the practice and is registered as
required in this chapter, or is otherwise authorized to practice under this chapter. The same
exemptions shall apply to corporatlons partnerships, and fi Irms as apply to individuals under

this chapter.

Corporations, partnerships, or firms offering surveying service to the public shall file with the
board, on a form prescribed by the board, a listing of names and addresses of all principals
and cfficers, as weil as the principals or officers duly registered to practice surveying in this
state who are in responsible charge of the practice in this state. The corporations,
partnerships, or firms shall advise the board in writing within sixty (60} days of any change of
status.

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 62-18-105(d) and 62-18-106(c). Administrative History: Original rule filed
November 17, 2014; effective February 15, 2015.
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PURPOSE.

The Tennessee State Board of Examiners for Land Surveyors is authorized by T.C.A. §§62-18-106(d)
(Acts 1991, Publfic Chapter 8), to estabiish continuing education requirements and standards for land
surveyors. The purposes of this chapter are to prescribe the basic continuing education requirements for
present and future registered land surveyors and to establish standards by which continuing education
programs will be evaluated for the awarding of credit.

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 62—1 8-105(d) and 62 18-106(d). Administrative History: Original rule filed October
28, 1993; effective January 11, 1994.

0820-05-.02 DEFINITIONS.

(1)

(@)
3)

4

)

‘Active” means a registered land surveyor who has complied with the continuihg education
requirements prescribed herein.

“Board” means the Tennessee State Board of Examiners for Land Surveyors. -

“Inactive” means a registered land surveyor who has obtained inactive status from the Board
pursuant fo Rule 0820-05-.08 and is not reguired to comply with the continuing education
requirements prescribed herein. An inactive registrant may not engage in the practice of land
surveying in the State of Tennessee.

“Professional Development Hour (PDH)’ means an hour of continuing education found
acceptable by the Board.

"Retired" means a registered land surveyor who has obtained retired status from the
Board pursuant to TCA §62-18-128 and is not required to comply with the continuing
education reqwrements prescribed herein. A retired registrant may not engage in the practice
of land surveying in the State of Tennessee.

EthicsIBusiness~Related Course or Activity-A qualifying course or activity with content areas
related to: (1) the awareness of ethical concerns and conflicts; (2) an enhanced familiarity
with the codes of conduct; (3) an understanding of standards of practice or care; (4) project

_management and risk-assessment management; or (5) other similar topics aimed at

maintaining, improving, or expanding the skills set and knowledge to the licensee’s field and
methods of practice.
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(Rule 0820-05-.02, continued)

- (N

@)

Continuing Education Unit (CEU)-Unit of credit customarily used for continuing education
courses. One (1) continuing education unit equals ten (10) hours of class in an approved
continuing education course.

College/Unit Semester/Quarter Hour-Credit for course in ABET-approved programs or other
refated college course approved in accordance with subsection E of this section.

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 62-18-105(d} and 62-18-106(d). Administrative History: Originél rule filed Qctober
28, 1993, effective January 11, 1994. Amendment filed November 17, 2014; effective February 15, 2015.

0820-05-.03 BASIC REQUIREMENTS.

(1

(2)

3

Every licensee is required to obtain the equivalent of thirty (30) PDH’s per biennial renewal
period. These PDH’'s may be obtained any time during the applicable renewal pericd. A
minimum of two (2) PDH'’s shall be earned by successfully completing a course or activity
that has content areas focused on surveying ethics and standards of practice. If a licensee
exceeds the biennial requirement in any renewal period, a maximum of fifteen (15} PDH's
may be carried forward to the subsequent renewal period. PDH's may be earned as follows:

(a)  Successful completion of college courses;

{b) Successful completion of continuing education courses;

(c) Presenting or attending qualifying seminars, webinars, in-house courses, workshops,
or professional - or technical presentations made at meetings, conventions, or
conferences; :

{d) Teaching orinstructing in 1 through 3 above,

(e) Authoring published papers, articles, books, or accepted licensing examination items;

(f)  Active participation in professional or technical societies {limited to two (2) PDH's per

organization and requires that the registrant serve as an officer and/or actively
participate on a committee of that organization);

(g) Receiving a patent; or,

{(h) Active participation in educational outreach activities pertaining to professional
licensure or the surveying profession which involve grades K-12 or higher education
students. .

A registrant seeking biennial renewal of active registration must, as a prerequisite to
renewal, submit satisfactory evidence to the Board of having obtained thirty (30) PDH's
during the two (2) year period immediately preceding application for renewal (carryover
hours, not exceeding fifteen (15) hours, from the next preceding renewal cycle may be
included).

A new registrant is not required fo satisfy the continuing education requirements prescribed
in this chapter as a prerequisite for the initial one (1) year period of active registration;
however, a new registrant is required to obtain continuing education requirements for
application toward the second year of the initial licensing period, if initial licensure includes

two (2) years.

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 62-18-105(d) and 62-18-106(d). Administrative History: Original rufe filed Qctober
28, 1993; effective January 11, 1994. Repeal and new rufe filed November 17, 2014; effective February

15, 2015.
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0820-05-.04 CONVERSION TABLE.

(1)

Conversion of other units of credit to PDH’s is as follows:

(a) | 1 college or unit SEMESIEr NOUN ......c.ooiiiivie oo 45 PDH

{(b) 1 college or unit quarter hour........: e —————— L ———————— e 30 PDH
(€)1 continUINg €AUCAION UNIt... ... ..o 10 PDH

(d) "1 hour of professional development in coursework, seminars, webinars or professional

or technical presentations made at meetings, conventions or conferences........... 1 PDH

{e) Teaching any of {a) through (d) above............... e PDH value times 2

Teaching credit shall only be valid for the first offering or presentation. Full-time faculty
may not claim teaching credit associated with regular duties of employment.

(i  Publications:

(1) Each published peer-reviewed paper or book in the registrant's area of

professional Practice. ..o 10 PDH

(2) Each published paper or article, other than {f)(1) above, in the registrant’s area of
professional practice. ... 5 PDH

(g) Active participation as an officer or committee member in professional and technical
BOCIBHES ... et 2 PDH

(hy Eachpatent obtained.................ccooiii e 10 PDH
{i} 1 hour of outreach activities. ... 1 PDH (not to exceed 3 PDH)

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 62-18-105(d) and 62-18-106(d). Administrative History: Originaf rufe filed October
28, 1993, effective January 11, 1994. Repeal and new rufe filed November 17, 2014; effective February

15, 2015.

0820-05-.05 TYPES OF ACCEPTABLE CONTINUING EDUCATION.

(1)

(2)

Continuing education activities for which credit may be given by the board include college
and university courses which are awarded continuing education units' {CEU's), and those
portions of technical meetings, seminars, webinars, futorials, short courses and
correspondence courses that are related fo practice of land surveying.

The Board will grant credit for only such contmumg education activities that satisfy the
following criteria:

(a) There is clear purpose and objectivity for each activity;

(b)-- The content of each presentatlon is well organized and presented in a sequential
manner,

{c) There is evidence of pre-planning which should include the opportunity for input by'the
target group to be served,;
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: {d) The presentation will be made by persons who are well-qualified by reason of
] ‘education or experience; and,

(e) There is provision for individual participant registration which will include information
required for record keeping and reporting.

{(3) The Board will grant no credit to a registrant for a course, technical meeting, seminar,
webinar or tutorial repeated by the registrant within three (3) years (if credit was originally
granted), unless, in the Board's opinion, there is a substantial change in the content of such
course, technical meeting, seminar, webinar or tutorial of the complexity of the subject matter
that warrants award of additional credit.

(4) Al activities submitted to the Board for continuing education credit are subject to approval by
the Board. :

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 62-18-105(d) and 62-18-106(d). Administrative History: Original rule filed October
28, 1993, effective January 11, 1994. Amendment filed November 17, 2014; effective February 15, 2015,

0820-05-.06 INACTIVE AND RETIRED REGISTRANTS.

{1) A registered land surveyor in good standmg may request in writing to be placed on the
Board's inactive or retired roll, thereby obtaining inactive or retired status.

(2) Aninactive or retired registrant will be permitted to retain that registrant's original certificate of
registration by paying the fee for registration without submitting proof of complylng with the
continuing education requirements prescribed herein.

(3} An inactive or retired registrant may not engage in the practice of land surveying in the State
of Tennessee. Any practice or offer to practice land surveying in the State of Tennessee by
an inactive or retired registrant shall constitute misconduct for the purpose of Tennessee
Code Annotated, Section 62-18- 116(a)(1)(B) {grounds for revocation or suspension of
certificate by the Board.)

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 62-18-105(d) and 62-18-106(d). Administrative History: Original rule filed October
28, 1993; effective January 11, 1994. Amendment filed November 17, 2014; effective February 15, 2015,

0820-05-.07 | REINSTATEMENT TO ACTIVE REGISTRATION.

(1}  An inactive or retired registraht seeking to reinstate an inactive or retired régistration of one
(1) year or more must submit a request in writing to the Board with a fee of twenty-five doliars
($25.00) and must satisfy one (1) of the following requirements: '

(a) Satisfaction of the biennial PDH requirement multiplied by the number of years of
inactive or retired status up to a maximum of thirty (30} PDH's: or

(b) Successful completlon of the Tennessee State Specific Land Surveying exammatlon
within one (1} year immediately prior to application for reinstatement. '

(2) An inactive or retired reglstrant seeking to reinstate an inactive or retired registration of less
than two (2} years must meet the biennial PDH requirement.

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 62-18-1 05(d) and 62-18-106(d). Administrative History: Original rufe filed October
28, 1993; effective January 11, 1994. Amendment filed November 17, 2014; effective February 15, 2015.
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0820-05-.08 NONCOMPLIANCE.

Unless a request for inactive or retired status is made, any registrant failing to furnish the required
continuing education form, properly completed and signed, shall not be granted renewal of registration by
the Board and shall lose the right to practice iand surveying in the State of Tennessee upon the expiration

of registration. : '

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 62-18-1 05(d') and 62-18-106(d). Administrative History: Original rule filed October
28, 1993; effective January 11, 1994. Amendment fifed November 17, 2014; effective February 15, 2015.

0820-05-.09 HARDSHIPS AND EXEMPTIONS.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Chapter to the contrary, the Board may exempt a
registrant from complying with all or part of the continuing education requirements for a given
year in the following cases:

(a) A registrant affected by physical disability, illness, or other extenuating circumstances
as reviewed and approved by the Board; provided that adequate supporting
documentation is furnished to the Board. '

(b) A non-career military registrant serving on active duty in the armed forces of the United
States for a period of one hundred twenty (120) consecutive days in a calendar year;
provided that the adequate supporting documentation is furnished to the Board.

{c) Those who are sixty-five (65) years of age or older who also have twenty-five (25) or
more years of active registration; provided that adequate supporting documentation is
furnished to the Board. Registrants under this exemption must still obtain the two (2)
PDH'’s relative to surveying ethics and standards of practice as provided by rule 0820-
05-.03(1).

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 62-18-105(d) and 62-18-106(d). Administrative History: Original rule filed October
28, 1993, effective January 11, 1994. Amendment filed November 17, 2014; effective February 16, 2015.

0820-056-10 REPORTS AND RECORDS.

(1) Eéch registrant shall report, on a form provided by the Board, the continuing education
activities undertaken during the preceding renewal period.

(2)  The registrant shall maintain a file in which records of the activities are kept, including dates,
subjects, duration .of programs, printed program schedules, registration receipts or other
proof of participation, and other appropriate documentation, for a period of three (3) years
after the date of the program or activity. ‘

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 62-18-105(d) and 62-18-106(d). Administrative History: Original rule filed October
28, 1993, effective January 11, 1994. Amendment filed November 17, 2014, effective February 15, 2015.

0820-05-11 SPONSORS.

Any sponsor that offers an organized continuing education program for which credit for the program will
be requested shall.keep a record or attendees at each session and shall furnish the Board a copy of the
attendees within thirty (30) days of the conclusion of the program.

Authority: T.C.A. §§62-18-105(d) and 62-18-106(d). Administrative History: Original rule filed October
‘28, 1993, effective January 11, 1994,
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10820-05-.12 APPROVAL OF PROGRAMS.

(1)  Approval of any program may be granted for a period of two (2} years from the date of
approval to a sponsoring organization or individual if the following information is submitted to
the Board:

(a) Instructors and'their quéliﬂcations; and,
(b}  Synopsis of course material.

(2)  No sponsor may provide any continuing educatioh course(s) without prior approval from the
' Board.

(3)  Upon completion of the approved course the sponsor shail submit to the Board the record of
attendees as provided in Rule 0820-05-.11 above and time, place and schedule of activities.

Authority: T.CA. §§ 62-18-105(d) and 62-18-106(d). Administrative History: Original rufe fited
QOctober 28, 1993, effective January 11, 1994. Repeal and new rufe filed November 17, 2014; effective
February 15, 20185,

0820-05-.13 AUDITS.

The. Board may conduct random audits of continuing education activities and registrants participation
therein.  Should deficiencies be discovered, registrants will be notified and have six (8) months to satisfy
the deficiencies, except where such audits reveal fraudulent misrepresentations to have been made by a
reglstrant

Authority: §§ 62-18-105(d) and 62-18-106(d). Administrative History: Original rule filed October 28,
1993; effective January 11, 1994.

0820-05-.14 COMITY.

(1) The Board will deem a registrant to have met the continuing education requirements provided
herein if such registrant, when making submission of continuing education toward renewal of
Tennessee registration, certifies in writing the following:

{a) The registrant resides in another state or territory which has been recogniied by the
Tennessee Board and shall satisfy all continuing education requirements for renewal in

Tennessee.

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 62-18-105(d) and 62-18-106(d). Administrative History: Original rufe filed October
28, 1993; effective January 11, 1994. Repeal and new rule filed November 17, 2014; effective February

15, 2015.
0820-05-.15 ADVISORY COMMITTEE.

The Board may appoint an advisory-committee to assist the Board in evaluating continuing education
programs to determine the allowable credit to be awarded.

Authority: T.C.A. §§62-18-105(d) and 62-18-106(d). Admm:strat:ve History: Original rule filad October
28, 1993, effective January 11, 1994
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