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Introduction 
 
 
 
The Tennessee Department of Agriculture (TDA) manages the 319 Nonpoint Source Program (NPS) with ap-
proval and oversight of the US Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA).  The TDA-NPS Program applies for 
and is awarded a grant from the USEPA each year in order to implement this program.  This Annual Report is 
required under a provision of each yearôs grant award.  Specifically, the report fulfills the requirements of Section 
319(h)(11) of the federal Clean Water Act.  This report is written each year to inform the public, the USEPA, and 
ultimately the U.S. Congress of the stateôs progress in the area of reducing nonpoint source pollution in Tennes-
see.  While this report should not be construed to be a complete description of all TDA-NPS program activities, it 
does describe the most important features of the program within the federal fiscal year 2011 (i.e., October 1, 
2010 ï September 30, 2011). 
 
Today, nonpoint source (NPS) pollution is the nationôs largest source of water quality problems. Itôs the main rea-
son that approximately 40 percent of our surveyed rivers, lakes, and estuaries are not clean enough to meet ba-
sic uses such as fishing or swimming.  NPS pollution occurs when water runs over land or through the ground, 
picks up pollutants, and deposits them into rivers, lakes, and coastal waters or introduces them into ground wa-
ter.  NPS pollution is widespread because it can occur any time activities disturb the land or water.  
 
To address this diffuse type of pollution, congress established the Nonpoint Source Program, funded by the 
USEPA through Section 319 of the Clean Water Act.   The Tennessee Department of Agriculture administers the 
Nonpoint Source Program in Tennessee on behalf of USEPA.  This program provides funds to states, territories 
and Indian tribes for installing Best Management Practices (BMPs) to stop NPS pollution; providing training, edu-
cation, and demonstrations; and monitoring water quality. 
  
The TDA-NPS Program is non-regulatory and promotes voluntary, incentive-based solutions.  The program is a 
cost-share program, meaning that it pays for 60% of the cost of a project.  It is the responsibility of the grantee to 
provide the remaining 40%, usually in cash and ñin-kindò services.  It primarily funds two types of projects: 
 
1. BMP Implementation Projects improve an impaired waterbody, or prevent a non-impaired water from be-
coming placed on the 303(d) List.  Projects of this type receive highest priority for funding.  All projects involving 
BMPs must be based on an approved ñWatershed Based Planò. 
 
2.  Educational Projects funded through TDA-NPS raise awareness of practical steps that can be taken to 
eliminate NPS pollution.  Projects funded can either have a statewide, general public aim or can focus in on lo-
cal, targeted audiences with specific messages. 

 
No funds from the Nonpoint Source program are given directly to individual landowners.  All grant money is 
awarded to organizations/entities that administer and oversee the local project.  Eligible applicants include non-
profit organizations, local governments, state agencies, soil conservation districts, and universities.  These or-
ganizations then can enter into work agreements with individual landowners to reimburse them for work done on 
their land.  All payments made with grant funds are on a reimbursement basis. 
 

 

 
 

http://www.epa.gov/owow/nps/cwact.html
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Program Highlights from FY2011 
 

Significant Grant Milestones in Fiscal Year 2011: 
 
FY2005 Grant Closeout - The FY2005 grant expired on September 30, 2011.  The Closeout Report was submitted 
to the EPA-Region IV office on January 3, 2012.   
 
FFY2011 Grant Award - The Tennessee NPS Program released a Request for Proposals in September of 2010 in 
anticipation of the 319 grant award expected for FFY2011.  Proposals were due by December 1, 2010 and a total of 
twenty-seven proposals were received.  All together, these proposals requested a total of $4,934,871.67 in grant 
funding.  Unfortunately, the Tennessee NPS Program received a 13% budget cut in FFY2011.  NPS funding for    
Tennessee fell from $3,075,400 in years 2008, 2009, and 2010 to $2,671,000 in FFY2011.  Obviously, following this 
cut, the level of competition for grant funds was even higher than it usually is and not all of the projects that applied 
could be funded.  This is especially true once Program Management costs of $980,855 were taken off of the top.  
That left only $297,645 to fund ñBaseò projects and only $1,392,500 to fund ñIncrementalò projects.   
 
The FY2011 grant of $2,671,000 was awarded on August 9, 2011.  That money has all been obligated and is now 
being put under various contracts.  The following table provides a list of all projects funded from the FFY2011 grant 
and how much grant funding each received. 

*  $68,364 from FY2011 Incremental Budget was added to Davis Creek project, established with FY2010 grant money 
 

Base Projects (total funding of $297,645) 

University of Tennessee Extension Horse Farm Management and Water Quality Improvement Project  $      100,000.00 

Lower Clinch Watershed Council 1,000 Rain Gardens for the Lower Clinch River Watershed  $       78,000.00 

TDA - Division of Forestry Forestry - Best Management Practices  $       60,000.00 

Middle Nolichucky Watershed Alliance 
(MNWA) Nolichucky R. Watershed Restoration Initiative - Edu. Video  $       20,000.00 

Town of Farragut Outdoor Classroom & Water Quality Demonstration Site  $       10,000.00 

University of Tennessee Extension Log-on Before You Log  $       20,000.00 

UT, Institute of Agriculture Tennessee SMART Center  $         9,645.00 

Incremental Projects (total funding of $1,392,500)* 

Southeast Tennessee RC&D Sequatchie Valley Tributaries Project  $      190,000.00 

The Nature Conservancy 
West Tennessee Cooperative Sediment Control and Watershed Res-
toration Project  $      325,000.00 

Obed Watershed Community Association Crossville Headwaters Restoration Project Phase III  $      105,000.00 

Jefferson County SCD Lost Creek Watershed Restoration Project  $       44,136.00 

UT, Institute of Agriculture Urban Stream Bank Stability Projects on Oostanaula Creek  $      185,000.00 

Harpeth River Watershed Assoc. Harpeth River Headwaters Restoration Project, Phase II  $       75,000.00 

Clinch-Powell RC&D Middle Clinch River Watershed Restoration Project  $      200,000.00 
TDEC TMDL Development and Implementation  $      200,000.00 

Name of Applicant Name of Project 
319 Grant 

Money  
Allocated 
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Total NPS Spending in FFY2011  
 
In FFY2011, the Tennessee Nonpoint Source program (NPS) again demonstrated the ability to put federal 319 grant 
money on the ground in an effective way.  During FFY 2011, 319 money was spent from federal grants received in 
every year from FFY2005 through FFY2010.  From across all of the open grant years, a total of approximately 
$3,370,439 was spent in FFY2011.  The following table breaks down how the money was spent. 
 
319 Program Spending in Tennessee ï FFY2011 

 
 

 
That total is slightly higher than the amount Tennessee typically receives in annual 319 funding, indicative of a strong 
draw-down rate.  Program Management costs reflect salaries and benefits for 13.5 FTEs, travel, supplies, and indirect 
costs.   
 
The following two figures illustrate the spending from FFY2011.  Figure 1 is a geographical representation of where 
319 money was spent in FFY2011 across the state on Best Management Practices from watershed restoration pro-
jects.  Note that each red dot may represent more than one BMP on a particular site.  Figure 2 shows a number of 
things related to 319 spending.  The pink bars show the amount of money spent in FFY2011 from each of our active 
grants.  The green bars show the cumulative amount spent or drawn down from each of our active grants.  You will 
note that we have recently closed out the FY2005 grant with a $0 balance.  Each subsequent grant year has less and 
less money spent as each year is more and more recent, but the Tennessee NPS program has a strong history of 
spending all of the money from each grant before it is closed out.  Notice the Grant Award (blue bar) for FFY2011 
indicates the 13% cut in funding mentioned above. 

Nature of Expense Amount of 319 Dollars Spent 

NPS Program Management $        980,855 

Watershed Restoration Projects (BMPs) 2,114,919 

Educational Projects 274,665 

TOTAL: $    3,370,439 

Figure 1. 

   

®
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319 Funds Spent for BMPs per Watershed for FFY 2011 
(October 1, 2010 through September 30, 2011)

State of Tennessee

Tennessee Dept of Agriculture
December 7, 2011

Approximately 340 BMPs were installed in FFY 2011.  The total amount of 319 funds spent on BMPs was $1,159,554.36. 
The dollar figures on this page only reflect 319 funds spent on actual, on-the-ground BMPs.  
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Watershed HUC # Amount Spent in WS

 8 - Powell              6010206 $31,660.00

 9 - Holston               6010104 $3,140.00

10 -  Lower Little TN   6010204 $48,973.47

11 - Nolichucky         6010108 $116,489.17

12 - South Fork Holston  6010102 $62,350.00

13 - Watauga                        6010103 $97,589.68

Watershed HUC # Amount Spent in WS

1 - Mississippi River     8010100 $64,898.26

2 - Lower Duck            6040003 $4,582.00

3 - Upper Duck         6040002 $30,538.87

4 - Lower Elk       6030004 $202,148.62

5 - Emory                   6010208 $202,210.55

6 - Watts Bar            6010201 $7,573.74

7 - Lower Clinch    6010207 $287,400.00



6 

Figure 2. Grant Award Year 
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Approximately 340 BMPs were installed throughout the state in FFY11.  Load Reductions estimates are indicated 
in the chart above.  Data derived from GRTS entries and database query dating from October 1, 2010 and  
September 30, 2011. 

 
NOTE: Data units for sediment are in TONS/YR 

 

Load Reductions of projects with BMPs for FFY11 using STEPL Model 

Figure 3. 
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TDA-NPS Program Vision Statement 
 

TDA-NPS Program will be the most effective provider of 319 funding in the nation as we seek to restore and 
protect Tennessee's water resources from nonpoint sources of pollution. 

 

TDA-NPS Program Mission Statement 
 

The mission of the TDA-NPS Program is to: 

Measurably reduce nonpoint source pollution in Tennessee, 

Measurably improve Tennessee's water quality, 

Continuously strengthen and expand partnerships, and 

Increase the water resources stewardship of Tennessee's citizens. 

 

TDA-NPS Program Long Term Goals 
 

Long Term Goal 1. 

Hold regularly scheduled meetings with stakeholders, to create new partnerships, strengthen existing partnerships and 

to foster greater trust, commitment and accountability. 
 

Long Term Goal 2. 

Fully implement all developed TMDLs for nonpoint sources in compliance with existing regulations, policies, or 

agreements by 2015. 

 

Long Term Goal 3. 

Restore all waters impaired by nonpoint sources that are listed on the 1998 303(d) List to the condition of fully sup-

porting their designated uses by 2015, in cooperation with local, state and federal partners. 

 
Long Term Goal 4. 

Beginning in 2006, through regulatory and non-regulatory means, prevent previously unlisted waters from being included on the 

303(d) List because of nonpoint source impairments. 

 
Long Term Goal 5. 

Improve the knowledge of stakeholders and citizens concerning the origins, magnitude, and prevention of nonpoint source pollu-

tion. 

 

Long Term Goal 6. 

Through the process of continuous improvement, routinely assess all programmatic functions of the TDA-NPS Pro-

gram in order to maximize efficiency, decrease the bureaucratic burden and increase the numbers of participants in the 

program. 

 
Long Term Goal 7. 

Use the maximum allowable percentage of funding annually to assist partners with water quality monitoring and assessment, for 

the duration of the 319 program. 
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Grantee NameðProject Name 
Amount Awarded 

($) 
Balance ($) 

Expiration 
Date 

Anderson County SCD - Bullrun Creek Restoration   $514,350.00 $0.00 8/31/2011 

Appalachian RC&D - Roan Creek Restoration $350,000.00 $260,962.71 7/15/2014 

Austin Peay State University - Project WET 2010 $244,000.00 $146,892.49 12/31/2014 

Blount County SCD - Baker & Centenary Creeks Restoration $300,000.00 $191,855.96 1/15/2015 

Boone Watershed Partnership - Gap Branch Restoration $18,000.00 $18,000.00 10/31/2014 

Boone Watershed Partnership - Sinking Creek Restoration $300,000.00 $161,591.79 9/30/2013 

Caribbean SEAðReducing NPS & Education 
$90,000.00 $75,981.00 11/30/2015 

City of Athens - North Mouse Creek Restoration 
$230,000.00 $147,297.52 10/31/2014 

City of Chattanooga - Lower TN Watershed Academy 
$57,500.00 $53,000.00 1/31/2013 

City of  Kingsport  - Madd Branch Phase II $67,400.00 $0.00 8/15/2011 

Claiborne County SCD - Davis Creek Restoration $200,000.00 $121,014.00 9/30/2015 

Clinch-Powell RC&D - East TN Grazing Lands Conservation $100,000.00 $74,642.88 12/31/2014 

Clinch-Powell RC&D - Mulberry/Little Mulberry Restoration $153,511.00 $45,133.01 2/15/2014 

Clinch-Powell RC&D - TN Grazing Lands Conservation $100,000.00 $59,434.42 2/28/2014 

Cumberland Region Tomorrow - Quality Growth Tool Box Pilot Project $99,715.86 $4,849.05 5/31/2012 

Cumberland River Compact - Cathy Jo Subwatershed $250,000.00 $249,700.00 2/15/2016 

Cumberland River Compact - Cumberland R. Watershed Meetings Process 
$48,000.00 $48,000.00 9/30/2014 

Cumberland River Compact - Cumberland R. Watershed Meetings Process 

Collins River 
$46,000.00 $3,239.16 8/31/2012 

Cumberland River Compact - Cumberland R. Watershed Meetings Process 

Lake Barkley 
$48,650.00 $22,930.28 8/31/2013 

Dickson County Board of Education - Creek Wood School Restoration $70,000.00 $70,000.00 10/31/2015 

Giles County SCD - Robertson Fork Creek $284,000.00 $27,768.38 10/15/2014 

Giles County SCD - Robertson Fork WS Plan $20,000.00 $0.00 10/31/2011 

Greene County SCD - College Creek Restoration $310,000.00 $57,111.00 12/31/2014 

Hawkins County SCD - Caney Creek Restoration 
$70,000.00 $44,250.00 6/15/2014 

Hull - York Lakeland RC&D - Post Oak Creek WS Plan $20,000.00 $6,451.49 9/30/2011 

Lauderdale County SCD - Cold Creek Restoration $400,000.00 $297,195.82 9/30/2015 

Middle Nolichucky WS Alliance - Lower Nolichucky Sediment Reduction 
$90,000.00 $47,214.00 2/15/2016 

Morgan County SCD - Crooked Fork Restoration $400,000.00 $98,663.81 10/31/2012 

Middle Tennessee State University - Discover the Waters of TN $71,535.00 $926.39 9/15/2013 

Obed Watershed Community Assoc. - Crossville Headwaters Restoration $109,965.00 $12,201.85 9/30/2013 

Obed WS Community Assoc. - Crossville Headwaters Restoration-Phase II $62,000.00 $36,971.23 10/15/2015 

Southeast TN RC&D - Conasauga River TMDL Implementation 
$275,000.00 $265,529.00 1/31/2015 

Project Budget Summary of Active Projectsðas of 12/19/11 
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Grantee NameðProject Name 
Amount Awarded 

($) 
Balance ($) 

Expiration 
Date 

Tennessee Department of Agriculture - Forestry BMP Training 
$75,000.00 $0.00 9/30/2011 

TN Dept of Environment & Conservation//Water Pollution Control -  
NPS Watershed Monitoring $207,050.00 $207,050.00 4/30/2016 

TN Dept of Environment & Conservation/Water Pollution Control - 
NPS Watershed Monitoring $50,000.00 $50,000.00 12/31/2013 

Tennessee Environmental Council  - Rutherford Creek Restora-
tionðPhase II $50,000.00 $23,047.14 12/15/2015 

Tennessee Resource Conservation & Development Council -  
Tennessee Envirothon 

$33,000.00 $4,517.22 12/31/2011 

Tennessee Valley AuthorityðTN Growth Readiness $74,000.00 $74,000.00 4/15/2016 

The Nature Conservancy - Big Rock Creek (Incr.) 
$500,000.00 $7,012.99 9/30/2011 

Town of Mountain City - Furnace Creek Watershed 
$472,700.00 $431,013.48 9/30/2015 

Union County SCD - Hinds Creek WS Restoration $417,300.00 $219,371.01 1/15/2014 

The University of Tennessee - Beaver Creek Restoration $919,385.00 $736,738.90 12/15/2012 

The University of Tennessee - TN Yards & Neighborhoods  Frame-
work $11,140.00 $11,140.00 4/15/2014 

The University of Tennessee - TN Yards & Neighborhoods Program 
$92,000.00 $22,065.61 10/15/2013 

The University of Tennessee Agricultural Extension Service - 
Oostanaula Creek Restoration $155,400.00 $142,227.99 1/31/2015 

The University of Tennessee Agricultural Extension Service  -  
Pond Creek WQ Improvement (Incr.) $241,500.00 $177,331.40 9/30/2012 

The University of Tennessee Agricultural Extension Service  -  
Restoration Riparian Zone Harpeth River Watershed $50,000.00 $4,928.71 10/15/2013 

Continuation of Project Budget Summary of Active Projects 
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Project Summaries for FY2011  
(In alphabetical order, by grantee)  

GRANTEE:  Anderson County Soil Conservation District 
PROJECT NAME:  Bullrun Creek Restoration Initiative 
GRANT YEAR: FY2006 

The Bullrun Creek Watershed Restoration Initiative was successful in touching 57 different landowners.  In addition, 

the community has been educated about water quality and many citizens are attempting to implement best manage-

ment practices on their own private land that work to improve water quality. 

 

The primary purpose of the Bullrun Creek 319 grant was to remediate nonpoint source impairments in the Bullrun 

Creek Restoration Watershed, in order to restore Bullrun Creek to the condition of fully supporting its designated 

uses.  Remediation practices consisted of BMPs that, when installed, address the nonpoint source impairments in 

the watershed based on the 2002 303(d) list, water sampling, and IPSI modeling. In addition to the installation of 

agricultural BMPs, partners held 5 Farm tours from 2006-2011.  The purpose of these tours is to encourage BMP 

installation by demonstrating success stories. Through this grant, 19 conservation plans have been implemented.  

In 2008 a request was made to TDA to modify the contract and re-allocate $120,000 to repair failing septic systems 

within the watershed. The request was granted and the 38 septic systems have been repaired. 

 

Throughout the grant period, monitoring has occurred to monitor the impacts of the practices.  The data suggests 

that the presence of pathogens, E.coli, has been reduced throughout the watershed.  However, Total Suspended 

Solids (TSS) has not improved; consequently, aquatic habitat has not improved during the grant period.  The grant 

has been successful at implementing agricultural BMPs and fixing septic issues.  However, Bullrun Creek continues 

to have unstable shoreline.  In order to continue to improve water quality and remove TSS from the stream, addi-

tional stabilization projects need to be identified and implemented. 

 

LESSONS LEARNED: 

 

Locally led conservation is more effective.  Land owners are more receptive to suggestions from neighbors or fellow 

land owners.  Continuity of project lead is key to success.  During the grant period, individuals moved to different 

positions.  Gauge landowner interest before submitting grant to determine more realistic milestones.  Current mile-

stones were established based on ideal conditions.  Both weather (drought) and economic climate affect participa-

tion of landowners.  Establish and communicate a deadline for when funds will be available.  Direct communication 

to all landowners through a mailing to communicate available funds.  Always follow up with a landowner after they 

have initiated contact.  Adapt an existing monitoring plan that is already established/required by another agency/

partner to ensure that the monitoring will be completed consistently. 

Right: Example of farm tour 
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Anderson County SCD: Bullrun Creek Restorationéé.. continued 

 

The publications shown here, to the 
left, Septic Assistance Poster and 
below, newsletter helped to spread 
the word about how landowners could 
help in restoration efforts to Bullrun 
Creek. 
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GRANTEE:  Appalachian Resource Conservation & Development 

Council 

PROJECT NAME:  Roan Creek Restoration 

GRANT YEAR: FY2008 

WEBSITE: http://www.appalachianrcd.org/ 
 

In 2011, many Roan Creek projects have been designed, permitted, and implemented. These projects include: 1) the 

Johnson County Highway Department Streambank Stabilization Projects, 2) the Sullivan Stream Enhancement Project, 

3) McMaster Stream Enhancement Project, and 4) Evergreen Baptist Church Stream Enhancement.  

1) The Johnson County Highway Department (JCHD) stream projects included three sites, two along Forge Creek and 

one along Roan Creek, all existing within the Roan Creek watershed. The project was designed and permitted in late 

2010. Approximately 600 linear feet of stream was stabilized through the use of J-hooks, Rock Vanes, boulder toe pro-

tection, and riparian planting. One of the exciting aspects of this project is that, through the implementation, JCHD opera-

tors were educated as to alternative means of stabilizing streambanks through natural channel design methods rather 

than simply installing less stable walls. 

These projects were completed in the 

summer of 2011.  

 

This photo taken following construction of 

the Johnson County Highway Department 

project along Roan Creek. Note the J-hook 

along the right of the picture and the toe 

protection extending left of the tree. The 

project was live-staked with willows soon 

after the photograph was taken. 

 

 

 

 

2) The Sullivan Stream Enhancement Project 

exists in a residential context just downstream of 

Neva valley. The project was permitted in the 

winter of 2011 and implemented and completed 

in the Summer of 2011. Two Rock Vanes, one   

J-hook, and boulder toe protection were installed 

along this 680 linear foot section of eroding Roan 

Creek streambank. Planting occurred throughout 

the riparian area (which was once mowed to the 

streamôs edge) of the project at a width of ap-

proximately 15 feet down the entire project 

reach. Mr. Sullivan has noted many high-flow 

events since the project was installed, noted no 

erosion, and is very happy with the work.  

 

J-hook 

Toe protection 

J-hook 

Rock vane 

This photo taken following construction of the Sullivan Project. A 

rock vane and J-hook are visible in the photo. Native riparian 

plants were installed immediately following construction 
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Appalachian Resource Conservation & Development CouncilðRoan Creek Restorationé.. continued 

3) The McMaster Stream Enhancement Project was design/permitted in the early summer of 2011 with the goal of en-

hancing and stabilizing approximately 225 linear feet of Roan Creek. This project exists just downstream of the Sulli-

van project. One large rock vane, one J-hook, and boulder toe protection were installed and constructed in early Sep-

tember. The project only lacks planting to be complete.  

This is the upstream rock vane installed 

along the McMaster project ï intended to de-

flect sheer stress. Photo taken immediately 

following construction.  

 

 

 

4) The Evergreen Baptist Church contacted 

Brushy Fork Environmental Consulting 

(BFEC) in the summer of 2011 with the goal 

of stabilizing and enhancing approximately 

750 linear feet of Roan Creek (upper Roan 

ï in Trade). The project was designed and 

permitted in the summer with construction 

scheduled for the Fall of 2011, probably in 

late October. The goal of the project is to 

stabilize erosive streambanks through the 

use of natural channel design structures such as J-hooks and rock vanes. Another goal, as with all of the Roan Creek 

projects is to educate landowners as to the benefits allowing native riparian vegetation to grow un-mowed. The 

churchôs upstream neighbor also signed on for the project. 

Photo taken during the stream 

survey of Evergreen Baptist 

Church. Note the berm located to 

the right of Roan Creek and the 

grass mowed to the waterôs 

edge. Erosive streambanks exist 

throughout the project reach. 

 

Brushy Fork Environmental 

Consulting (BFEC) is working  

to sign-up landowners and offer 

BMP advice as needed. Multi-

ple newspaper articles have 

been published in the local 

Tomahawk newspaper which 

seems to help get landowners 

interested in the grant project. 

In the winter of 2011-2012, 

plans are to move forward with 

the next phase of additional 

Roan Creek projects. 

berm 
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GRANTEE:  Austin Peay State University 
PROJECT NAME:  Project WET 2010 
GRANT YEAR: FY2009 

WEBSITE: http://www.apsu.edu/field-biology 

 
 
During the past year, Project WET has delivered 41 workshops, training 943 teachers to effectively educate K-12 
students about water quality issues and how to reduce nonpoint source pollution in Tennesseeôs waters.  Since the 
start of this grant project, a total of 64 workshops training 1,486 teachers have been provided.  Each of these 
teachers received the Project WET Curriculum & Activity Guide, along with hands-on training in lesson implemen-
tation.   The workshops took place at locations across the state, from Johnson City to Memphis.  Over 90% of 
workshops took place in counties with 303(d)-listed waters.  The state coordinator and/or a trained facilitator have 
represented Project WET Tennessee at 12 professional conferences for educators during the grant term.  At these 
conferences, WET staff presented at 4 sessions and provided 3 exhibits to provide information about nonpoint 
source pollution and to increase the visibility of the educational program. 
 
Since the start of the grant contract term, 14 environmental education events for children have been conducted, 
reaching a total of 3,286 students and involving 241 adult participants.  In addition, a hands-on educational display 
was provided as part of a childrenôs educational section at a cultural event in Clarksville that was visited by 932 
children and adults.  The activities conducted have included use of benthic macroinvertebrates to monitor water 
quality and a storm water runoff model. 
 

Above: Collecting macroinvertebrates for water quality assessment at a 
Project WET Teacher Workshop at Warriorôs Path State Park, Kingsport, 
June 4, 2011  

Below: Testing water chemistry at a 
Project WET Workshop with University 
of Tennessee VolsTeach students , 
Knoxville, April 9, 2011 
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Austin Peay State University:  Project WET 2010 éé..continued 

Kathy De Wein, Project WET 
Facilitator, with a nonpoint 
source runoff model at an 
educational booth at River & 
Spires event, Clarksville, April 
15, 2011 

Left: Dr. Rebecca Johansen, 
Ichthyologist, teaching third 
graders at a Project WET en-
vironmental education event 
driven indoors by weather, 
April 20, 2011 
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GRANTEE: Blount County Soil Conservation District 

PROJECT NAME: Baker Creek & Centenary Creek Restoration Initiative 
GRANT YEAR: FY2009 

WEBSITE:  http://www.blounttn.org/soil/ 

 

On behalf of the thirteen organizations that comprise the Baker/Ninemile Creek Watershed Initiative please find below 
a summary of accomplishments for this reporting period as they relate to the 319 grant-ñBaker Creek and Centenary 
Creek Restoration Initiative.ò   
 
The individual aspects of the grant are as follows: 
 
I. Implementation of agricultural best management practices. 

Seven, individual agricultural operators have completed their conservation practices for this reporting period. 
Additional clients have been approved for cost-share assistance and construction on these projects has either 
begun or is pending. Opportunities for cost-share assistance were highlighted at six agricultural events within 
the two Counties. Landowner participation remains high and a postcard featuring agricultural best manage-
ment practices is still planned to be sent to agricultural parcels of 15 acres or more within the priority water-
sheds in Blount County.  

Before: Eroded conditions adjacent to Barn 
and stall areas caused by livestock pressure 

and uncontrolled pasture access. 

After: Heavy Use Area Protection in con-
junction with Roof Run-off Control Structure, 
Cross-fencing, Alternative Watering System, 

and Prescribed Grazing System. 

II. Septic System Repair and Restoration for Low-Income Households. 
Two septic systems have been repaired during this timeframe. The Blount County Environmental Health 
Department (BCEHD) has identified areas of concern within the Baker and Centenary Creek Watershed 
Areas in terms of failing septic systems. These areas correspond with Integrated Pollutant Source Identi-
fication (IPSI) data conducted by the Tennessee Valley Authority in 2003 that showed parcels that may 
contain suspect (failing) septic systems.  Planning meetings with BCEHD continue and a targeted mailing 
may be sent to parcels within these areas of concern to help advertise this aspect of the grant.    
 

III. Assess Condition of Stormwater Detention Facilities.  
Detention facilities located on public, commercial, and private lands within Blount County have been iden-
tified and assessed via the stormwater departments of Blount County and The City of Maryville.  A final 
classification of basins within Loudon County is nearing completion. 
One basin located on commercial property was chosen for consideration to undergo possible retrofits.  
The site itself is adjacent to US Highway 411 and receives considerable exposure from vehicular traffic. 
The basin is severely eroded and there is potential to improve water quality conditions upstream and 
downstream of the site including the addition of educational signage. A feasibility study is underway to 
determine if grant funding will be adequate to meet the project goals. 
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Blount County Soil Conservation District: Baker Creek & Centenary Creek Restoration Initiative éé...continued 

IV. Public listening sessions for input into the implementation of the watershed plan. 
Three public listening sessions were conducted with a total of 32 in attendance. The purpose of the listening ses-
sions was to promote the grant itself but also to gain input and support of the watershed restoration plan. Partici-
pants within Blount County were from suburbanized areas and their comments were aimed at government intrusion 
onto public lands and stormwater issues.  It was obvious that a dedicated homeowner outreach and education  
campaign is needed for this area and these ideals will be incorporated into the next phase of the watershed restora-
tion plan. Comments received from the Loudon County listening session which was attended solely by agricultural 
producers were very positive and emphasized the need for continued environmental programming  
 
 

 

Karen Hewitt, District Secretary, Loudon Co. 
Soil Conservation District speaks to Russ 
Newman, Loudon Co. Planning Director 

about the Baker Creek Watershed. 

Karen Hewitt, District Secretary, Loudon Co. Soil 
Conservation District speaks to Russ Newman, 
Loudon Co. Planning Director about the Baker 

Creek Watershed. 

Planning meetings continue among grant partners as part of an adaptive management strategy to fulfill all 
aspects of the current grant as well as to prioritize other watershed management activities as contained 
within the watershed plan for Baker, Ninemile, and Centenary Creek Watersheds. 

Before: Eroded conditions due to uncontrolled 
livestock access to watering and feeding areas.  

After: Alternative watering system in conjunction 
with heavy use area protection, Cross-fencing, and 
Prescribed Grazing System. 
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GRANTEE: Boone Watershed Partnership, Inc. (BWP) 

PROJECT NAME: Gap Branch Restoration Project 

GRANT YEAR: FY2009 

WEBSITE:  http://boonewatershed.com/ 

 

The Gap Branch (Gap Creek, as it is known to residents) Restoration Project began November 1, 2009. The project 
will address a Total Maximum Daily Load for habitat loss. There are 15.93 miles of impaired stream and tributaries 
that affect Gap Creek, some of which are located outside of the city limit. The portion of Gap Creek that is being ad-
dressed is approximately 1 mile of stream located within the City of Elizabethton corporate limits. Within this project 
area the creek flows through agricultural, residential, and commercial land uses before it reaches the Watauga River, 
(HUC 06010103) at approximate river mile 22.  
 
Highlights from the past year include several field visits with technical advisory committee members and city person-
nel. The Natural Resource Conservation Service has been actively involved in planning the restoration. The Tennes-
see Department of Transportation (TDOT) is engaged in acquiring nearby properties for a road project planned for 
Gap Creek Road (State Hwy 362). In addition, TDOT may begin a project to protect a critical area of the creek 
through a commercial area where significant erosion is occurring. If the TDOT project takes place, BWP plans to 
maximize the effects by working upstream within a mobile home park. BWP has already engaged the landowner 
there. When NRCS completes the design in Fall 2011, BWP expects it will include the installation of J-hooks and ero-
sion prevention on steep banks. BWP has contacted a few contractors about performing this work, but will not make 
a decision until the design is finalized.  

Left: Possible Bank Stabilization behind trailer #8 

Right: Possible J-hook at corner of mobile home 
property 
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Boone Watershed Partnership, Inc.: Gap Creek Restoration Project  ééééééécontinued 

Left: Possible rock toe to stabilize and willow 
stakes if not too shady 

Possible slope bank and tree planting 
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GRANTEE: Boone Watershed Partnership, Inc. 

PROJECT NAME: Sinking Creek Restoration Project 

GRANT YEAR: FY2008 

WEBSITE:  http://boonewatershed.com/ 

The Sinking Creek Restoration Project made considerable progress this year due to a number of factors. The most 
significant factor appears to be the November 4, 2010 decision by committee to initiate sewer connection projects 
and the termination of use of septic tanks with no cost to the homeowner. Instead, their contribution and commit-
ment to maintain the connection would exist through their payment of the bill for service in perpetuity. This decision 
was made after hearing about success with a similar project in the Holston River Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict, where septic tanks were pumped or repaired at no cost. The BWP and partners involved with the match for 
this project intend to absorb this cost in order to meet the match obligations. Farm projects still have a minimum 
10% landowner cost-share component and septic repair/pump out projects will be considered on a case by case 
basis. To date 9 sewer connections and 4 septic repairs have been completed. One project at an agriculture site, 
affecting 20 acres of pasture has been completed. It was found that there are generally a lack of agriculture sites 
on Sinking Creek. Despite best efforts to generate interest in the project, a few landowners are simply not inter-
ested, mainly for personal reasons. The City began work on a sewer extension project to serve a number of 
homes that currently do not have service and are located on the creek. At least one of the homes has a known 
septic problem and it is likely directly affecting Sinking Creek. The nine connections that have been made are lo-
cated in Johnson City and in Carter County. Each of these properties is located on or adjacent to the creek. Of the 
four septic repairs that have been completed, at least two were critical in that sewage was being introduced to 
Sinking Creek. These projects were located near the top of the watershed and in an area where sewer service is 
unavailable. The decision to make these services available to be low or no cost has turned the tide for the project 
and resulted in progress. Additionally, a few other factors have contributed to success. The Natural Resource Con-
servation Service has become more active in assisting us with conservation plans. The willingness on the part of 
the Washington/Unicoi Counties and Carter/Johnson County District offices to help us has been invaluable. It 
should be mentioned that one project proposed for about 150 acres of pasture was cancelled due to landowner 
illness. Additionally, the City of Johnson City agreed and began moving forward on a project to extend the sewer 
line to an area currently not served. Much time in previous years of this grant has been dedicated to speaking with 
this particular set of homeowners and it is good to see that it is bearing fruit through their support. Finally, once the 
first project, kicked off and completed in November was completed, a lot was learned about what is needed to con-
nect to the sewer. First, there is a need to have plumbers that are interested in doing the work. This is a hurdle that 
has been encountered in past years, and having one project to reference helped us overcome this hurdle. Sec-
ondly, there is a need to have liquid assets immediately available to reimburse the landowner. These projects are 
fairly expensive, (can exceed $10,000 with tap fees), and folks do not have that kind of money available. One fac-
tor that drives up the cost is the fact that many of the homes along the creek are located below the sewer grade 
and need individual pumps on their property to pressurize and carry the waste to the sewer. Homes at higher ele-
vations allow the waste to be carried to the sewer by gravity and are generally cheaper without the added expense 
of a pump. It is believed that in many cases, the expense of a pump, coupled with tap fees exceeding $3,000, 
(outside of city limit) have been barriers to connecting to sewer in the past, despite the fact it has been available 
for a number of years. And finally, it was learned that the best form of marketing is word of mouth. Gaining the 
trust of these people has been a multi-year effort. A considerable amount of time has been dedicated in past years 
to meeting with people, talking to neighbors and identifying community leaders. Each individual and family has 
their own set of circumstances and many times  there was encounters with people and families in the midst of ill-
ness, death, marriage or divorce. The human element of this project should not be underestimated. 
 
At the time of this report, completed and currently proposed projects account for approximately half of the budget. 
Originally, it was anticipated this would be a three-year project, but the BWP will formally request a one-year ex-
tension in order to complete the project. If this extension is granted, there are a number of proposed projects, and 
the possibility for more project proposals that can be pursued. For agriculture projects, there are currently two pro-
posed projects. One is in Carter County, affecting 2 springs some acreage of pasture. There is a mix of spring de-
velopment, pasture management, and spring development in the current proposed conservation plan. Currently 
discussions are being held with the operator of this farm. The other involves improving an already existing limited 
stream access to Sinking Creek at the top of the watershed in Washington County. Additionally, there are possibly 
2 more sites, located near the end of Sinking Creek, which affect springs that enter the creek. These are both 
good candidates for cattle exclusion and possible alternative water projects.  
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Boone Watershed Partnership, Inc.: Sinking Creek Restoration Project éééé..continued 

In addition, there is potential to propose a grazing management plan for a farm near the site of the successfully 
completed cattle exclusion project. There are approximately 7 sewer connections proposed on Catbird and Sinking 
Creeks, including those affected by the sewer extension mentioned above. There are currently 3 residences, un-
able to be served by sewer, which are interested in repairs or pump outs. These projects will be initiated as sched-
ules and matching funds allow. Additionally, BWP is going to seek out more potential sewer connections on or 
near Sinking Creek. We believe that taking septic tanks offline is a permanent way to solve fecal issues in the 
creek. Through the completed work, tanks were found that were not maintained for decades, or that may have re-
paired by untrained people, which lead to disastrous consequences, in some cases, for water quality. We believe 
that where sewer is available, we should provide assistance because the cost can be unaffordable otherwise. We 
prioritized efforts by focusing efforts on residences nearest Sinking Creek proper. Now that we have made pro-
gress there, we are considering projects for residences along the various springs that feed the creek. Additionally, 
we are partnering with the City to investigate the possibility of connecting Sinking Creek Baptist Church to the 
sanitary sewer. Since the beginning of this project, there has been a host of factors to consider when connecting 
this church. Essentially, it literally sits on the creek. The parking lot crosses the creek (adjacent to TN Hwy 91), 
and the land on either bank is solid exposed rock. We are currently in discussion with representatives of the 
church to identify a permanent way to resolve current or future septic issues at the church. The success of the 
completed projects, combined with the prospects of proposed projects, positions this project to be effective in re-
moving potential sources of E. coli to Sinking Creek. With an extension of time to complete the work, we will 
achieve the objectives of the project.  
 

Tipton-Haynes Historic Site-1,633 linear feet of fence installed along Catbird Creek, a tributary to 
Sinking Creek.    Project affects approximately 20 acres and was completed July 14, 2011.  
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Boone Watershed Partnership, Inc.: Sinking Creek Restoration Project ééééé..continued 

 

Left: A sewer connection 
on King Springs Road in 
Carter County.   
This project involved the 
installation of a pump. 

This photo shows repair lines 
for a known septic problem on 
a spring to Sinking Creek in 
Washington County.   A previ-
ous repair was attempted by 
the homeowner and failed.  
That attempt resulted in the 
exposure of sewage to a 
spring that flows into Sinking 
Creek (located behind the 
blue car). 
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Boone Watershed Partnership, Inc.: Sinking Creek Restoration Project éééé..continued 

 

Potential agriculture project located on Weaver Hill Road at the bottom of the watershed.  
Creek feeds directly into Sinking Creek.  Attempts to contact landowners have been made and 
will continue. 
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GRANTEE: Caribbean SEA (Student Environmental Alliance) 

PROJECT NAME: Reducing NPS & Education in 

Chattanooga Area Watersheds 

GRANT YEAR: FY2010 

WEBSITE:  http://www.caribbean-sea.org/ 
 

This project aims to provide education and install model BMPôs at two schools in the Chattanooga area, Thrasher Ele-
mentary School and Scenic Land School.  Scenic Land is a private school for students with learning differences and 
is located in the 4 Squares Office complex adjacent to Mountain Creek.  The owner of the office complex, Bill Raines, 
is eager (within financial reason) to convert his parking lot and office area into a site with model BMPôs.  We have had 
many months of meetings and site evaluations with Mr. Raines and his property manager.  The result of the meetings 
is that he has agreed to convert  approximately 40% of his parking lot to green space, most of it to bioswales, a play-
ing field for Scenic Land School,  and a wetland.  We will add between 30 and 40 trees to the area as well as native 
flowers and grasses which will encompass a walking trail for the students as well as the folks who rent office space.  
We also hope to include a rain collection cistern.  The students will be treated to 2 classes per month about water 
quality and non point source pollution which begin in early October.  We have two landscape architects working with 
us.  We expect to take bids on parking lot destruction (and asphalt recycling!) within the next month. 
 
For Thrasher Elementary, we have gained an unexpected partner in the schoolôs Parent-Teacher Association (PTA).  
When the county finally replaced a leaking septic system at the school this summer, the PTA decided to now deal 
with erosion issues on the campus. The most pressing issue is the Grand Canyon of the playground, which you will 
see in the pictures.  After meeting with the principal and the teachers, the first integration with the students was to get 
the 5

th
 graders to evaluate the campus for non point source pollution issues.  Small groups of students armed with 

clipboards and maps of the school site were led by trained community volunteers around the campus.  The students 
made notes, took photos, and drew pictures of the impact of erosion and other issues, primarily trash, and what had 
caused them.  The next step is that these students will prepare power point presentations to show the PTA and ex-
plain what they see as the main issues on their campus.  The plan for the year is that they make suggestions for solv-
ing the issues and then design experiments to test their suggestions.  The students and parents will decide on which 
restoration efforts to implement based on the results of the student experiments.  The students are working on their 
PowerPoint presentations now.  The environmental education group for Tennessee at Austin Peay State University is 
also helping by providing the Project WET books  for the teachers and volunteers during their Project WET training. 

Leslie Jakobs talks about runoff in Raines parking lot 
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Caribbean SEA (Student Environmental Alliance) éééé.continued 

 

Landscape Architect Joe 
Sawyer explains the food 
bank rain garden 

Left: Thrasher students show the ñgrand 
canyonò of Thrasher 

Right: Leslie helps students find 
their place on the map! 
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GRANTEE: City of Athens 

PROJECT NAME: North Mouse Creek Restoration 

GRANT YEAR: FY2009 

WEBSITE:  http://www.cityofathenstn.com/ 

The City of Athens has completed the following activities on the North Mouse Creek Restoration Project during the 
past year: 
 

1. Completed engineering and permitting. 

2. Completed getting easements. 

3. Completed bidding out materials for Creek Restoration Project. 

4. Completed invasive species removal. 

5. Completed grading the first 500 feet of the creek project. 
 

 
One challenge we found during this process was that there have not been many creek restoration projects of this size 
in our area with most restoration projects occurring on smaller creeks.  Permitting took a little longer than predicted but 
the project is on course and should be completed by the summer of 2012.   
 
Another interesting challenge of the project involved finding the native seeds.  We had to look for seeds from several 
vendors before finding most of the seeds we needed.  We hope to have most, if not all, of the creek bank restoration 
work completed by November 19

th
, 2011.  Also planned for that day is a large live stake and tree planting in which we 

hope to have 300 volunteers from the community participate.  We have purchased 100 dibble bars from our Wetland 
Grant for community tree plantings and this will be the first use.  During the November 19

th
 planting we hope to plant 

over 10,000 live stakes and several hundred bare root, balled, and burlapped trees and bushes.   
 
After the next 500 feet are complete, we will begin installation of the cattle exclusion fencing and will save most of the 
agricultural BMPs for the winter months when creek restoration is not possible due to high flows in the creek.  We have 
also identified a few other urban BMPs to include on site including a constructed wetland to slow down eroding waters 

coming from our Regional Park and 
some additional rain gardens. 
 

Crews installing the first stream crossing.  It also held up during the 10 inch 
rain event with only minor loss of rip rap.  
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City of Athens - North Mouse Creek Restoration éééé.continued 

 

First 500 feet com-
pletely graded 
seeded and matted.  
This matting sur-
vived a 10 inch rain 
event in less than 
24 hours, which is a 
1,000 year storm 
event for our area.  
 

First 500 feet after 
grass seed started 
coming up.  Mixture 
included dozens of 
native grasses and 
flowers. 
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City of Athens: North Mouse Creek Restoration éééé.continued 

 

Second 500 
feet before 
excavation 
started.  

Left: Shows 
Work on 
modifying 
an existing 
detention 
basin to 
create a 
stormwater 
wetland 
going in to 
North 
Mouse to 
remove 
pollutants 
and stop 
erosion.  
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The City of Chattanooga, Water Quality Program is working with Chattanooga State Community College (CSCC) to 
host a Watershed Workshop to promote implementation of the on-line academy.  CSCC continues to develop curricu-
lum pertinent to the on-line learning environment. Curriculum development involves multiple components specific to 
identified learning objectives.  The initial phase of curriculum development involves development of the introductory 
module. The introductory modules will consist of an overview of basic elements associated with the Lower Tennessee 
River Watershed and specific water quality issues directly affecting the watershed.  In September of 2011, the computer 
software was obtained.   
 
Another aspect of the grant is the Neighborhood Leadership Institute.  In August of 2011, The City Water Quality Staff 
participated in a training session of the Neighborhood Leadership Institute.  
 
During the October 1, 2010 to September 15, 2011 reporting period, the City of Chattanooga (City), in cooperation with 
Chattanooga State Community College (CSCC) completed the following action items:  
Å Obtainment of software that will be used for development & implementation of the Web-Based Watershed Academy.  
Å Curriculum development began. CSCC staff have been working with City Water Quality Staff to finalize an outline and 
program development.  
Å Water Quality staff participated in Neighborhood Leadership Institute.  
Å Video footage (to be included in the curriculum) was completed of certain water quality issues.  
 
Future activities will include the following action items:  
Å Implement beta version of the introductory and leadership modules.  
Å Coordinate interviews to be included in the various modules.  
Å Coordinate with proper agencies to identify opportunities for the Watershed Academy to be used in recertification pro-
grams.  
Å Host a Watershed Workshop to solicit community participation associated with the on-line Academy.  

 

GRANTEE: City of Chattanooga 

PROJECT NAME: Lower Tennessee River Watershed Academy 
GRANT YEAR: FY2007 

WEBSITE: http://www.chattanooga.gov/

Public_Works/70_CityEngineering&StormwaterManagement.htm 

Above: Depicts the design of the introductory module for the Watershed Academy. 
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City of ChattanoogaðLower Tennessee River Watershed Academy ééé.continued 

 

Left: Depicts an example 
of how various audio and 
video materials are intro-
duced into each module 
to enhance the learning 
experience.  

Right: Depicts some of 
the interactive features 
incorporated into each 
module. Through the illus-
tration above, participants 
are able to actively en-
gage in the learning ex-
perience by identifying 
various aspects of the 
hydrologic cycle.  
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GRANTEE: City of Kingsport 

PROJECT NAME: Madd Branch Phase IIðWatershed Plan Implementation 

GRANT YEAR: FY2005 
WEBSITE: http://www.kingsporttn.gov/ 

The original Watershed Plan consisted of selective streambank restoration, buffer revegetation, educational signage, 

storm drain marking, media campaign, property owner meetings and stream cleanup days.  The revised plan took into 

account the importance of recent advances in stream restoration techniques, allowing us to apply more funding on 

this focus.  Ultimately, this will do more for improving aquatic life conditions in the stream and giving it the best 

chance of being removed from the 303 (d) list of TDEC impaired waters.  The most important lesson learned from this 

project was that we waited too long into the project period to begin construction, thus causing us to compress the 

schedule to meet the deadline. 

 

This project was a successful partnership among state, local government, citizenry, professional consulting and con-

struction.  All of these groups helped the project achieve its goal. 

 

 

 

Right: Lateral Crossing of 
Madd Branch after work 
was done 

Left: Madd 
Branch after 
work was 
completed 
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GRANTEE: Claiborne County Soil Conservation District  

PROJECT NAME: Davis Creek 
GRANT YEAR: FY2010 

The Davis Creek Watershed Initiative held 3 planning meetings on how to implement this grant. Office and TVA 
personnel did field evaluation of Davis creek to determine the best locations for stream sampling and assessments. 
On April 4, 2011 a community open house was held to answer any questions landowners may have and to take 
applications. Davis Creek Watershed brochures were made with grant cost share, bmp, and contact information. A 
flyer was also made to announce the grant and the open house community meeting. TVA has completed the year 1 
benthic sampling and assessment. The rating curve is currently in development. There also have been 3 announce-
ments sent to the local papers in both Claiborne and Campbell Counties. 
 
There are 17 cost share applications for Davis Creek with estimates totaling $ 198,048.00. A breakdown of approv-
als and implementation of these applications is below. 
 
Completed BMPs totaling $31,660.00 consists of the following: 4 watering system, consisting of 10 tanks and 8,276 
feet of pipeline.  5,694ô of cross fencing and 3,000 feet of access control fencing. There have been 2 stream cross-
ings installed. 27 acres of pasture renovation and 2 acres of critical area treatments planted. 
Currently under construction at an estimated $94,367.00 are the following BMPs: 1 access road, 2 acres of critical 
area, 9 watering tanks, 9,998 feet of pipeline, 2,742 feet of cross fencing, 8,650 feet of access control fencing, 22 
acres of pasture renovation and 1 well. 
Planned BMPs (as funding allows) estimated at $60,070.00: 11 watering tanks, 5,815 feet of pipeline, 2,022 feet of 
cross fencing, 4945 feet of access control fencing, 71 acres of pasture renovation, 1 Heavy Use Area Protection 
and 1 well. 

 

Shown above is an access control fence to exclude livestock from a farm pond  



34 

Claiborne County Soil Conservation District: Davis Creek ééééé.continued 

 

Left: Stream crossing 

and access control 

fencing of waters in 

Davis Creek 

Shown above is cross fencing to allow for rotational grazing, watering facility installed in the 

fence row and access control fencing to exclude livestock from a Davis Creek stream. 
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GRANTEE: Clinch-Powell Resource Conservation and Development Council 

PROJECT NAME: East Tennessee Grazing Lands Conservation 

GRANT YEAR: FY2009 

WEBSITE: http://www.clinchpowell.net/ 

Individual Landowner Assistance 
During 2010-2011, Webb and the previous grazing specialist made 42 landowner/producer farm visits and once 
each producer defined their goals and objectives, we identified the resource concerns in order to address them and 
develop appropriate farm plans. To date we have developed and presented for implementation 10 Non-Point 
Source/Best Management Practice plans to improve producer grazing practices while at the same time addressing 
NPS concerns.     

Low Cost Portable Water Tank prototype (picture above) is easily portable and allows maximum flexibility for 

future paddock additions/changes with underground quick-disconnects added to desired future locations.   

 

Public Outreach 
Grazing Specialist, Webb Flowers delivered 20 public presentations to 2,325 livestock and crop producers during 2010-
2011 demonstrating sustainability/profitability relationships between healthy forage production/utilization, soil conserva-
tion, improving watershed water quality and food animal health/performance. Webb developed and established weekly 
electronic newsletters delivered through the Clinch Powell Resource, Conservation and Development Council web-site 
http://www.clinchpowell.net/aginit/news.php  that consist of: Tennessee Grazing Coalition Forage ENews You Can Use, 
Market Briefs, CME Daily Livestock Report and Livestock Industry Headlines. The weekly Forage ENews letters have 
been delivered to 10,200 recipients during 2010-2011 and contain weekly articles that offer ongoing guidance and tips 
for improving forage management and food animal performance/health.  Webb coordinated, facilitated and delivered (2) 
Beef Assessment Tool Training sessions for District Conservationists and Soil Conservationists in Area 4 during 2011. 
Webb has invested time and effort during 2010-2011 meeting with field office District Conservationists, Soil Conserva-
tionists, SCS District Administrative Assistants and Extension Agents to establish contacts and relationships with local 
producers that can benefit by participating in Natural Resource Conservation Service and Tennessee Department of Ag-
riculture programs. Webb is cultivating relationships with University of Tennessee faculty and Extension personnel as 
well as NRCS personnel to foster delivery of effective soil, water, and forage and livestock production educational experi-
ences for East Tennessee livestock producers. Webb assisted Tennessee NRCS Grazing Lands Specialist, Greg Brann 
with development and publishing Tennessee Watering Points for Serious Grazers publication in 2011 with 14,000 copies 
released to Tennessee livestock producers to improve everyoneôs understanding of the importance of clean drinking   
water for healthy livestock. 
 

http://www.clinchpowell.net/aginit/news.php
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Clinch-Powell RC & D CouncilðEast Tennessee Grazing Lands Conservation ééé...continued 

Pictured above is one of ten forage & livestock public out-reach events conducted by Webb Flowers in East Ten-
nessee during 2010-2011, that include emphasis on improving: forage plant health, soil health/biology/
conservation, food animal health & performance, rainfall retention and watershed water quality. 60 producers  
attended this Sheep and Forage Field Day with direct marketing as an additional topic covered to ad producer sus-
tainability. 


